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The power of secrets and lies can make or break a person. 
The greatest careers that have stood the test of time can crumble 
in a moment when the wrong person learns the right piece of 
information - or be it the right person learning the wrong. From 
the individuals that led scandalous lives to the singular action that 
caused the greatest gossip, the Book of Scandals covers all kinds 
of shocking moments in history. Some of the most influential 
people in history will forever be remembered for their one mistake, 
others have powered through it. The likes of Marilyn Monroe and 
Frank Sinatra lived continuously scandalous lives, the golden girl 
of Hollywood and her sheer dress singing for the president, and 
the king of swing and his ties to the mob. Venture into the world 
of politics, and the biggest known scandal in history: Watergate. 
The event that was the final nail in the coffin of Nixon’s presidency. 
Delve into the royal world, with the loves that changed the course 
of history, the hidden affairs and the mislabeled princesses that 
shook many royal houses. And, of course, not escaping your 
scrutinous eye is the world of sport. From the longest-standing 
sporting controversy, the Black Sox scandal, to the threats on 
modern athletics in career-ending doping offenses and the 
infamous paralympic cheats. 
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20 SCANDALS THAT 
ROCKED THE WORLD 


From Princess Diana to the Petticoat affair, we list the 
- biggest scandals that changed the views of the world 


MARILYN MONROE 


How Norma Jeane became one.of . 
Hollywood's most scandalous names 


CHARLIE CHAPLIN 


The downfall of the silent movie comic 


CHAPPAQUIDDICK 
INCIDENT 


The tragic accident that ended Ted 
Kennedy's aspirations to become the . 
next US president 














THE LEWINSKY 
SCANDAL 


“I did not have sexual relations 
with that woman.” Was Clinton's 
affairpolitics’ biggest sex 
scandal to date? 


FRANK 
SINATRA 


Explore the mob ties of OI' Blue Eyes, 
and the side of his life you didn't see 





POLITICAL SCANDALS 
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How the biggest political scandal to date 
tuined the career of President Nixon 


ee UL 


The War Secretary and the supposed 
Soviet spy who caused an upset in the 
British government 


eet 


From English socialite to Hitler's inner circle 


of friends, Unity Mitford caused quite the 
Meleeieceiatg 
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Discover the story behind the death of one 
of the Founding Fathers of America 


74: TEAPOT DOME 


The biggest political scandal before 
Watergate saw the government bribed for 
access to oil 


78: J EDGAR HOOVER 


Explore the political life of the man with 
ties to the mob and his intent on installing 
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LANCE ARMSTRONG 


From being in the spotlight for his ers 
work to his fall from grace 


STELLA WALSH 


Reveal the hidden truth about one of 
Poland's most successful athletes 


TONYA HARDING 


The ice skater who was involved in the 
rattack of her team mate and main opponent 
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Discover how the Mad Monk became the 
puppet master of the house of Nicholas I 
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The cases that uncovered sexual abuse in 
the Catholic Church 


58: PRINCESS MARGARET 


The scandalous love life of the queen's 
sister and how MI5 robbed a bank to protect 
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How Lola Montez caused ripples in the 
house of Ludwig I 
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PASAY ATH 


The relationship that changed the course of 
British royal history 


a UENYEN 


How one woman claiming to be the lost 
princess got found out 


ee ah a tes 


Was it murder, or was it suicide? Was it both? 
Was it neither? 


SPANISH ‘PARALYMPIANS’ 


When the basketball team Spain took to the ; 
paralympics weren't who they claimed to be 


FI SPYGATE : 


How the fastest sport doused itself in shame 
in one of its most prolific years 


THE BLACK SOX SCANDAL 


The 1919 fixing scandal that is still referenced 
in popular culture today 





Shocking tales of human 
greed, corruption, passion, 
stupidity and ela 






n 31 August 1997, reports spread around the 

globe of a tragic accident that had occurred 

deep in the Parisian night. A black Mercedes 

travelling at more than 60 miles per hour 

had spun out of control in the Place d'Alma 
underpass and smashed into a tunnel support, 
ricocheting back into the concrete wall and killing 
the driver and his two backseat passengers. 

Great Britain awoke to the news that Diana, 
Princess of Wales, was dead. Killed alongside her 
was her friend, Dodi Fayed, and their driver and 
deputy head of security at the Hotel Ritz Paris, 
Henri Paul. Famed as the Queen of Hearts, a 
champion of charities and a firm public favourite, 
the death of Diana seemed to shatter a nation. 

As the world tried to come to terms with the 
news that the so-called people's princess was dead, 
a disturbing picture of the final moments before 
the crash began to emerge. Rumours that the 
vehicle was being closely pursued by the paparazzi 
or that the driver of the Mercedes was inebriated 
began to spread and across the world, there was 
a spontaneous and overwhelming outpouring of 
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Death of 
Princess Diana 


With the death of a beloved princess, a 
nation was plunged into mourning 


grief for the lost princess. Millions of people signed 
books of condolence and some travelled to her 
homes at Kensington Palace and Althorp to leave 
tributes including millions of bouquets, notes or 
other tokens. Soon the flowers were piled five feet 
deep yet the tide of grief showed no sign of abating, 
with most of those who mourned never having 
met the woman who had meant so much to them. 

Initially the response of the royal family seemed 
muted, though in fact it was in line with protocol 
going back centuries. Only when the queen made 
a public appearance did the tide of opinion reverse 
and by the time the Princess of Wales was laid to 
rest on 6 September 1997, the criticism of the royal 
family had grown far less virulent. 

In the years that have passed since the death 
of Diana, Fayed and Paul, a huge number of 
conspiracy theories have arisen, some more 
outlandish than others. The nature of her 
relationship with Fayed was dissected in lurid 
and minute detail and the internet buzzed with 
rumours of plot and counterplot, all of them fuelled 
by conjecture, with no grounding in fact. 





The official inquest into the accident discarded 
all of these conspiracies and ruled that Diana 
and Fayed's deaths had been caused by the gross 
negligence of Paul, who had been drunk at the 
wheel, and the paparazzi who had pursued the 
Mercedes; it also noted that the victims had not 
been wearing seat belts at the time of the crash. 

Nearly two decades since she was laid to rest, 
Diana remains an immensely popular figure, 
beloved of billions across the globe. In her time 
demonised, lionised and ultimately a victim of an 
insatiable public hunger for gossip and scandal, 
she has become an icon and an enduring symbol 
of the highest price some have to pay for modern 
celebrity culture. 
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UK Parliament 
expenses scandal 


From cleaning moats to piano tuning, MPs were 
claiming expenses for all sorts... 


n 2009, the Houses of Parliament were shaken to 


| its core over a scandal that revealed a staggering 
and unprecedented abuse of the parliamentary 
expenses system by some of the members who 
occupied those famous benches. Thanks to a well- 
connected whistleblower and The Daily Telegraph 
newspaper, the public lapped up tales of MPs 
claiming expenses to have their moats cleaned, 

to pay mortgages on homes in which they had 
never resided and even, in one case, to pay for 
pornographic films enjoyed by a spouse! 


“Criminal charges 
were pursue 
against eight 

members’ 


With a complicated and arcane system for 
claiming expenses that was often built on trust 
rather than evidence, members across the parties 
had profited through expenses claimed on their 
second homes, and some had done so to the tune 
of thousands. An enquiry established that, though 
not all members and peers had broken the rules, 
some had done so with staggering audacity and 
demanded reparations. 

In the fallout from the scandal, high-flying 

__ careers were, shattered and some members found 





themselves facing monumental repayments. The 
highest was that issued to Labour grandee Barbara 
Follett, who was hit by a demand for a staggering 
£42,458. Mrs Follett claimed that she had 
misunderstood the system rather than deliberately 
abused it, yet, while her repayment was eye- 
watering, some faced a far more serious fate. 
Criminal charges were pursued against eight 
members across both Houses, for crimes running 


In 1977, Roman Polanski pled guilty to a charge of 
unlawful sexual intercourse with a minor, as part of 
Feeley 1e-¢-1 1 mo) o-oo 
old girl at the home of Jack Nicholson. Polanski then 
discovered that he would be facing prison charges, 
so fled the United States. Nearly four decades later 
he is still a fugitive, but protected from extradition by 
CeCe Ce Marana tr4 UMC Rene al 6) 

to live and work in Europe. Although he was arrested 





SUD moe ee eel eet 
Emi Ratecieen tery 


the whole gamut from false accounting to forgery. 
All eight were found guilty on a variety of charges 
and seven of those went to prison, with just one 
spared jail due to her mental health. In the years 
that followed, parliamentary accounting systems 
became considerably tighter yet the house has 
been forever blighted, not to mention the characters 
of those within it, whether they were guilty of 
wrongdoing or not. 


EM le 1) thee] Oso Mae) ae Teer[e Lon 
such moves have always collapsed amid pressure 
and protests from major Hollywood players and 
European governments. 

Samantha Geimer, the woman at the centre of the 
charges against Polanski, has spoken publicly of her 
own ordeal at the hands of the press and her wish 
that the matter be laid to rest. So far, however, she 
has not got her wish. 
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SCANDAL 4 SCANDAL 5 


SWORE CBs Bush vs Gore: 
Sally Hemings Florida vote recount 


Did a president really father six children 
by his former slave? 


































It is a story that looks set to When George W Bush took office as president of the United States in 2001, 
TaULaR- Tele MANO MM@CBIAUNe(oceTica some claimed he should never have been in the White House at all. 

id e(ome (orld ome) MIB eet OMe CN (6) : In Florida, election night confusion resulted in one of the smallest 

- the tale of a widower and a 4 margins of victory ever recorded, with Bush winning by a miniscule, too- 


mysterious woman. close-to-call 900 votes. 

WU e eRe aioe Amid reports of voting irregularities, technical problems at the polls 
widowed in 1782 and, for and claims of all-out vote rigging, a laborious manual recount took place. 
the rest of his life, remained The result was a margin of less than 1 per cent; enough to propel Bush to 


unmarried. He was, however, . victory, though nowhere near enough to silence those who still cry foul. 
OliCoee oem em ncmeonel ele mel 
Sally Hemings, a young slave 
who eventually gave birth to 
six children of undeclared 
parentage. This got tongues 
wagging and since the early " 
19th century, rumours have is 
Llama Comeer lassen RTE 
the father of those children 
PS OtciKe)etevercwrelccmciaI Mc esden tele) Veli 
ide(cmeaeldeme)mdetcpeerclacc 
After Jefferson's death, his 
daughter, Martha, allowed 
1s (lun ielt-M om oure Cee nol 


a 





woman until she died 
the king, lauded by parliament and offering 
hes beyond anyone's wildest dreams, nearly 


bankrupted a nation. Boom and bust was not, it 


A Georgian stock con ends in ruin, suicide and disgrace seems confined to the modem era. 


The company bought out the British national 
debt in return for a whopping 5 per cent interest 
and offered its stocks to the public. The rewards, 
they claimed, would be huge, and everyone flocked 
to invest, with many banks lending huge sums to 
the public so they could buy up shares. 

With the company relying on the income from 
a trading monopoly in the South Seas for its 
income, nobody thought to tell the public that the 
monopoly had failed to come to fruition and that, 
as share values soared past £1,000, it could not 
hope to pay out on the sums owed. 

When the public learned that the company had 
no money to pay out, the market plummeted as 
everyone clamoured to sell as one. Small banks 
collapsed under the weight of the loans issued, 
the wealthy who had poured everything into 
stocks found themselves bankrupt and the man 
in the street who had borrowed to invest was left 
with debts he could not hope to pay. When the 
dust settled, there was a high price to pay. Some 
committed suicide, some lost everything and one 
parliamentarian even found himself thrown in the 
Tower of London. The bubble had burst. 


| n 1720, the South Sea Company, supported by 





Dubious investment schemes 
aren't just a modern plight 
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Enron 


One of America's biggest 
and brightest companies is 
brought down by scandal 


and worth more than $100 billion, it seemed as 
though it was unshakeable. Looks, however, can 
be very deceiving. 

In 2001, it became apparent that the company’s 
worth had been falsely inflated by what might be 
charitably termed ‘creative accounting methods.’ As 
bad as this was, it was just the start of the collapse 
of the energy giant 

In fact, senior figures within the company had 
manipulated its accounts for their own financial 
gain, engaging in insider trading. There was a 
domino effect of deception as new frauds had to 
be perpetrated in order to cover those that had 
gone before. The apparently buoyant company was 
actually mired in serious and hidden debts, when 


F nron was a byword for success. Vast, celebrated 


HackGate 


From victims of crime to celebrities, a 
aper's phone hackir 


the inevitable happened and it all began to unravel, 


there was no hope of survival 

Enron filed for bankruptcy in 2001 and anyone 
who held shares in the company found that they 
were utterly worthless. Those who sat at the head 
of Enron and profited richly from its fraudulent 
practices were put on trial for crimes including 
money laundering, tax evasion and insider trading. 
In one of America’s most publicised and shocking 





Behind Enron's walls, 
corruption was rife 


corporate trials, prison sentences were handed 
out to those who had once been among the most 
powerful business people in the country. 

For Kenneth Lay, the founder and CEO of Enron, 
the cost was high. Facing a maximum sentence of 
45 years and personal ruin, Lay died of a massive 
heart attack in 2006. Today, Enron remains a 
byword for fraud and malpractice, and a salutary 
lesson to all who engage in big business. 


ocked the media 


2011, the public learned that The News of the World, one of Britain's 


elling tabloids, 


star-studded 
n modern 

Jai sio) ab MBN Ecre 
that hacking had 
been widespread, 
with some wondering 
whether a public 

for scandal 


inimaginable 
intrusion. The cost 
oye occcl ala emants 
law in order to get 
a story 
with the ne 
being forced to 
close its doors 

over 170 

and public 

in the media 
plummeting 
all-time lo’ 
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id hacked the voicemails of people ranging from 
dians to missing children and beyond. It was a new low in the press- 





The Thief-Taker General 


Thief-Taker General, 
Jonathan Wild, was 
famous in 18th-century 
London as a champion of 
law and order. Seemingly 
able to recover stolen 
goods at a rate of knots 
and growing wealthy on 
the rich rewards, it was 
eventually revealed that 
he sat at the head of a 
vast criminal network 
responsible for stealing 
those self-same goods as 
well as extortion, fraud 
and violence. 

Wild went to the 
gallows for his role as 
gang master, and his 
hanging was one of 
the hottest tickets in 
London, with a crowd of 
thousands gathered to 
watch him swing from 
the Tyburn Tree. 
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Suicide of Charles 
de Choiseul-Praslin 


How a scandalous murder amid the nobility brought down 
the French monarchy 


his wife, Duchess Fanny, ending a fiery and 

passionate marriage. That passion turned to 
violence in August 1847, when Charles beat and 
stabbed Fanny to death. As panicked household 
staff beat helplessly on the door of her room, she 
screamed for help from within yet when they 
finally forced an entry, the terribly injured duchess 
was dead. 

Charles was arrested for Fanny’s murder and 
taken into custody as the authorities catalogued 
the dozens of injuries that had been inflicted on 
his wife. Protesting his innocence despite being 
covered in Fanny's blood and displaying defensive 
wounds, the duke hoped that Louis XVIII might 
intervene to save him and prevent a scandal 

Of course, the king did no such thing, and 
Charles committed suicide using arsenic before he 
could be brought to trial. 

With rumours rife that the duke's death had 
been faked so that he could escape and live 
overseas, the public were horrified. At a time of 
increased unrest among the populace, the idea that 
a member of the nobility might be exempt from 
the punishment he deserved caused an outcry that 
contributed to the 1848 Revolution, which brought 
down the French monarchy once and for all. But 
what of those outlandish claims of a murderer 
allowed to escape justice simply because of his 
noble status? Was there any truth to them? 

The fact is, nobody really knows if it is true 
or not. Historians and genealogists continue to 


| n 1847, Charles de Choiseul-Praslin murdered 
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toe dt 


9 billion debt bring mpany to its knees 
As mortgage holders lost their homes after the 
firm went into the red, Lehman chief executives 
continued to draw enormous salaries, even 
EET Uae NL Le Gol 
bankruptcy. Investigations uncovered proof that 
the firm had attempted to manipulate its finances 
by establishing smaller, apparently unrelated 
companies through which it could funnel funds, 
therefore giving the impression that Lehman 
Brothers had far less debt than it actually did. 


When the Lehman Brothers company went bust 
in 2008, it was yet another case of creative 
accounting causing the downfall of a financial 
giant. The scandal, however, wasn't just a result 
of the cooked books, but in what came after. The 
company had been built on subprime mortgages, 
which meant it had been granting loans to those 
who clearly weren't able to pay them, and then 
selling on the debt in the form of stocks that had 
absolutely no way of realising their worth. 













research the tangled history of Charles de Choiseul- 
Praslin, with avenues stretching as far as England 
and even Nicaragua, where some claim that his 
living descendants can be found today. There is no 
doubt that it is an enduring mystery, and one that 
came at a high cost for the Bourbon dynasty that 
had once ruled over a nation. 
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os Fatt 


Arbuckle's 
murder trial 


In the golden age of Hollywood, a sordid scandal 
rocked the studios and courtroom alike 


oscoe ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle had it all. As one of 

Hollywood's most popular and highly paid 

performers, the larger-than-life comedian 

was adored by the public who flocked to see 

his movies, yet his career was cut short by a 
scandal that shook America. 

In 1921, Arbuckle attended an orgiastic party at 
the St Francis Hotel in San Francisco. Accompanied 
by two friends and a number of young ladies, it was 
to prove a fateful gathering. 

A 26-year-old actress named Virginia Rappe 
was one of Arbuckle’s companions that night and 
two days after she collapsed at the hotel, she was 
admitted to hospital. Here Virginia died, a victim of 
peritonitis caused by a ruptured bladder. Although 
Virginia's health was poor, the police believed there 
had been foul play and when Virginia's friend, 
Bambina Maude Delmont, claimed that Arbuckle 
had raped the unfortunate woman, a sordid case 
began to develop. 

Virginia had made no complaint of any attack 
and there was no physical evidence of sexual 
assault, yet soon the police had decided that 
Virginia had been not only raped by Arbuckle, 
but literally crushed to death by him. He was 
accused of using a glass bottle during the assault 
and though witnesses all said that Arbuckle's only 
interaction with Virginia had been to care for her 
while the doctor was summoned, the mud stuck. 

Arbuckle endured three trials, with every twist 
and turn reported in lurid detail by the media. 
Virginia's own personal life was likewise dissected 
and it was revealed that she had suffered medical 
complications from abortions in the past and that 
these might have contributed to her ill health and 
eventual death. However, the unhappy life of an 
unknown actress was nothing compared to the 
sordid sex life of one of America’s biggest names, 
and Arbuckle’s public popularity plummeted. 

Eventually Arbuckle was acquitted by the third 
trial and the jury gave a heartfelt statement of 
apology for what he had endured. Though his 
name was cleared, however, the career of Fatty 
Arbuckle was over. With such a public scandal 
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attached to his name, even an innocent man was 
considered damaged goods and Arbuckle found 
that nobody would employ him, no distributor 
would handle his films and none of those members 
of the public who had once adored him wanted to 
see his movies anymore. 

As Arbuckle became increasingly dependent on 
alcohol, he took the pseudonym William Goodrich 
in an effort to move on to a new career as a film 
director and slowly Hollywood began to take 
notice of Fatty Arbuckle once more. In 1932 he 
was offered the chance to make a comeback with 
Warner Bros and, newly married to a woman he 
adored, it finally looked as though things might be 
on the up. 

Tragically, Roscoe Arbuckle died before he could 
make his comeback, his health shattered by the 
hard-fought trials that had destroyed his name. 
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- Petticoat Affair 


When Andrew Jackson's secretary of war, John Eaton, married Peggy O'Neill 
in 1829, disapproving wives tore a government apart. 

Peggy and John, it seemed, had an affair that may have driven her first 
husband to suicide. Wives of Eaton's fellow cabinet members shunned the 
couple and the president's family was divided by the new Mrs Eaton. 

Eventually the so-called Petticoat Affair resulted in the resignation of all 
but one of Jackson's cabinet, in order to bring an end to the dispute. Those 
who had gone against the Eatons found their careers cut short, yet for the 
couple, the marriage proved to be a long and happy one! 


Kom lem ulema maloelc 
en her name came up during 


investigation into a Soviet spy ring in 1960, the consequences were serious. 


Munsinger had been awarded 


nadian citizenship in 1960 thanks to the 


support of two cabinet ministers. When the allegations of espionage from the 


CIA came to light, their careers were over and the government was 


into scandal 
Though she w. 

determined that th 

be forever linked with parliamentary 


never found guilty of spyin, 


ndal 


took a knife and did something that would 

make her and her husband infamous - she cut 
off his penis. Leaving him at home, she took the 
appendage and drove away, pausing only to throw 
it from the window of her car onto the road where 
it was later recovered. 

When Lorena handed herself in to police, she 
described a life of sexual and physical abuse that 
had culminated in her husband raping her on the 
fateful night. She was as much a victim as him, 
she claimed, and was living in fear for her safety 
because of his repeated violent attacks. John denied 
the allegations against him but his testimony 
and statements were confused and contradictory. 
Although he was acquitted of rape, the jury found 
that Lorena was not guilty due to insanity. 


0 n 23 June 1993, a Virginia wife, Lorena Bobbitt, 


John Wayne 
Lorena Bobbitt 


A furious wife and a sharp knife make a man famous 
for all the wrong reasons 


lunged 


and an enquir 
e had been no security breach, Munsinger's name 








Although John’s penis was reattached in a 
marathon operation, he found that the crime had 
award him some notoriety. He pursued a career 
in music and pornography, though faced repeated 
criminal charges in the years to come. Lorena, 
however, attempted to start a new life under a new 
name. She started a family, took a job and went 
on to become a support worker for those facing 
domestic violence. 

The Bobbitts met just once more after they 
had faced the court, when they were reunited 
by television cameras to discuss the impact the 
incident had on their lives. To this day, it is one of 
the most infamous crimes of modern times, with a 
shocking tale of abuse and violence 
turned into something comedic by the 
international media. 
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Grover Cleveland's 
illegitimate child 


Presidential scandal is really nothing new... 


n 1884, as Grover Cleveland's race for the White 
| House intensified, his opponents uncovered a 
true. Ten years previously, they claimed, Cleveland upon her. 
had fathered a son by his mistress, Maria Halpin. 
Forced to have her baby adopted, Maria went 
insane and was dragged off to an asylum where 
Cleveland hoped she might be forgotten. 


He was single, he claimed, as was Maria, though 
she had many lovers. When she fell pregnant, he 
did the decent thing and claimed paternity to 
save her married friends any embarrassment. Not 
only that, but he found a good home for the boy. 


ary Condit 


In 2001, Chandra Levy, a political intern, disappeared. During investigations, ~ 


police asked congressman Gary Condit whether rumours of an affair 
between the two were true. Condit denied the affair on multiple occasions 
until, as the speculation over Chandra's fate intensified, he was forced to 
admit that the two had 
been lovers. 

Condit was soon 
ruled out of the 
investigation into 
Chandra’s disappearance 
and played no part in 
her eventual fate, but 
his refusal to reveal 
the nature of their 
relationship ended 
his political career. 
Chandra, tragically, 
was later found to have 
been murdered and 
investigations into the 
crime are ongoing. 
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different. Cleveland was a man of the world in 
pursuit of an innocent and when she had declined 
story that must have seemed like a dream come his sexual advances, he had simply forced himself 


When Maria discovered she was pregnant, she 
had nowhere to turn and begged Cleveland for 
help. Instead of showing her kindness he tore her 
newborn from her and had her falsely confined 
Cleveland, however, met the allegations head-on. to the madhouse. Whatever the truth of the 
matter, the scandal did no harm whatsoever to 
the political stature of Grover Cleveland. His part 
in the Maria Halpin affair, whatever that part may 
have been, was dismissed as nothing but the 
fancy of a bachelor and he was carried into the 
Halpin, however, claimed that events had been very White House on a tide of public approval. 
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The collapse of a major bank sets tl 
or financial failures to come! 


In the 15th century, the mighty Medici family in Italy, bestrode Europe's 
financial affairs as head of the Medici Bank, one th i 
financial institution 
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name clients, the 

bank loaned money 
hand over fist to 
Plantagenet monarchs 
and nobles until its 
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a rate of knots. Creative 
accounting and secretive 
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to make matter 
and soon the bar 


collapsed, the Medicis 
dipped into state fun 
to supplement their own 
ravagant spending, 
whilst th yho had 
bank with 
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Jimmy Savile 
The death of a popular entertainer leads to a massive 
police investigation 


hen Sir Jimmy Savile died in 2011, tributes 
W were paid to the DJ who was also a tireless 

charity campaigner, firm television favourite 
and friend to some very illustrious names. Less 
than 12 months later, however, his name had 
become toxic, and was now at the centre of a probe 
into allegations of rape and sexual assault across 
the country, with the alleged crimes having been 
committed over decades. 

The case has since become notorious, with an 
unprecedented number of victims coming forward 
to share their tales as the publicity grew. When it 
emerged that the BBC had attempted to silence 
reports on the allegations into Savile, who had been 
a senior figure in the corporation's entertainment 
landscape, this just poured more fuel onto the fire. 
Eventually the Jimmy Savile abuse scandal was 
the biggest story in the country and to this day, 
investigations are ongoing to uncover the exact 
extent of it. 

The Savile case lifted the lid on allegations of 
widespread institutional abuse, leaving the public 
shocked at the extent of the crimes and the efforts 
taken to cover them up. Preying on vulnerable 
youngsters who would not be believed should 
they come forward, it is thought that Savile abused 
hundreds of children, many of whom are still 
struggling to come to terms with their ordeals. 

A review into the case found that Savile had 
sexually abused and raped multiple victims, safe in 
he knowledge that his celebrity and public image 
would protect him from any prosecution. Indeed, 
he had actually been interviewed by the police 
after an allegation was made and subsequently 
cleared of all suspicion, claiming that those who 
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Another company, 
another tale of fraud... 


20 SCANDALS THAT ROCKED THE WORLD 
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In 2009, Indian's Satyam Computer Services 
collapsed amid revelations of a $1.47 billion fraud 
that had been engineered to keep the company 
afloat. While directors enjoyed extravagant 
lifestyles funded by their supposedly buoyant 
eT ART t4 no) (el 
The scale of the fraud came to light after a failed 


fe) ool er CLR Rel eT 


Byrraju Ramalinga Raju, was forced to admit that 
the IT company had been embezzling for years. 


complained were merely doing it as a way to 
make some money. 

The allegations against Jimmy Savile 
rocked the nation and one of its most senior 
broadcasters to the core. Today, years after his 
death, new victims continue to come forward 

It seems very unlikely that the true cost and 
extent of Jimmy Savile's crimes will ever be 
fully known. 


SEVER m eee Boal 
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gical giant 


Notorious as India’s answer to Enron, it was one 

of the subcontinent's biggest financial scandals 
and uncovered a massive corporate fraud. Share 
prices went into a nosedive and 11 members of 

the company's board faced criminal charges. All 
were found guilty and sentenced to imprisonment, 
seven years after the fraud was first uncovered. 
The Indian press and public were shocked at the 
extent of the fraud, not to mention the delays in 
investigation and prosecution of those responsible. 
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MARILYN MONROE 


How Norma Jeane Mortenson 
became one of Hollywood's most 
scandalous names 


Ca 


The downfall of the iconic silent 
movie comic 
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The tragic accident that ended Ted 
Kennedy's aspirations to become the 
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“T did not have sexual relations with 
that woman.” Was it politics’ biggest 
sex scandal to date? 
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Explore the mob ties of Ol’ Blue 
Eyes, and the side of his life you 
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CELEBRITY SCANDALS 


“How did the 
woman who had the 
world eating out of 
her hand... take her 

own life?” 


ral 


MARILYN MONROE 


THE UNDOING OF 





MARILYN MONROE 


From glittering heights to a tragic demise, 
Marilyn Monroe is remembered as one of the 
world's most adorned women 


s there a more scandalous or more sensational 

icon of the 1950s and 60s than Marilyn Monroe? 

A sex symbol and popular-culture icon, she was, 

at one stage, the highest banking actress of all 

time. However, there are those who remember 
the blonde bombshell as a ‘shrewd businesswoman’ 
with a tempestuous temperament. She was well 
known among film directors and co-producers for 
er tardiness and difficult nature when working on 
set, despite her talent. As beautiful and graceful as 
she was, thanks to her multiple marriages to some 
of America’s most influential and affluent men; her 
alleged affairs with men, women and the president; 
er ongoing struggle with drugs; and her ill fated 
suicide at the age of 36, she was immortalised as 
an icon of scandal. How did the woman who had 
the world eating out of her hand plummet to such a 
low that she would take her own life? 

Born Norma Jeane Mortenson, she grew up 

in Los Angeles. Her mother, Gladys Baker, was 
inancially and mentally unstable, and unprepared 
for the birth of her daughter. Monroe never knew 
the identity of her father, and for the first few years 
of her childhood was placed in the care of Albert 
and Ida Bolender. Gladys still remained a present 
igure in her daughter's life as she grew up, living 
with the Bolenders until her job forced her to move 
back into the city. In 1933, when Monroe was seven 
years old, her mother decided she was ready to take 
er daughter home. They moved to Hollywood, 
but Monroe's picturesque childhood was thrown 
upside down when her mother suffered a mental 
breakdown in 1934. As a result, Monroe was passed 





between foster families for eight years. While living 
with the Atkinsons during the first 16 months, she 
claims she was sexually abused. She stayed with 
her mother's friend, Grace McKee Goddard, who 
placed Monroe in an orphanage before her tenth 
birthday. Eventually, the orphanage encouraged 
Goddard to become her legal guardian. But within 
a few months of living with her new family, 
Monroe expressed in her later years that she was 
sexually molested by Goddard's husband, forcing 
her to find a more permanent residence with 
Goddard's aunt. She was forced to return to the 
Goddards when the aunt's failing health prevented 
her from looking after Monroe. 

Back with the Goddards, Monroe faced being 
made to return to the orphanage when the 

family decided to relocate to West Virginia 
Because Monroe had been declared a ward of the 
state (due to her mother's inability to look after 
her), she was unable to leave the state with the 
Goddards, and instead decided to marry who 
would become her first husband, James ‘Jim’ 
Dougherty, her neighbours’ 21-year-old son. The 
pair were married on 19 June 1942, just days after 
Monroe's 16th birthday. In 1943, Dougherty, a 
former factory worker, enrolled in the Merchant 
Marines. The married couple lived in Catalina 
Island until Dougherty was drafted out to the 
Pacific the following year. With her husband away, 
Monroe moved in with her in-laws. She began 

to earn a wage and contribute to the war effort 
that had engulfed America during World War II, 
working at the Radioplane Munitions Factory. It 
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was here that Monroe's first shot at fame arose. 
Photographer David Conover, tasked with snapping 
morale-boosting pictures of the women in the 
factory for the Air Forces’ First Motion Picture Unit, 
met Monroe during his project at the factory. By 
January 1945, Monroe had quit her job and begun 
modelling for Conover and his friends. She moved 
out of her in-laws’ home and signed a contract with 
Blue Book Model Agency in August 1945, defying 
her husband's and in-laws’ wishes that she stay at 
home and be a housewife. 
While modelling, Monroe 
worked under the name 
‘Jean Norman’, and dyed 
her brunette locks blonde. 
Her curvaceous figure 
made her a better fit for 
pin-up modelling, and 
within a few short months, 
Monroe had appeared on 
the front pages of more 
than 30 magazines. The 
agency's owner, Emmeline 
Snively, remembers Monroe as ambitious and 
hardworking, and because of her work ethic, 
afforded Monroe with a contract with an acting 
agency in June 1946. Within two months, Monroe 
had scored a six-month contract with 20th Century 
Fox. The name ‘Marilyn Monroe’ was born of a 
discussion between the actress and the executive 
who had performed her screen text, Ben Lyon. Lyon 
liked the name Marilyn because of the memorable 
actress Marilyn Miller, while Monroe was chosen 
by the actress herself - it was her mother's maiden 
name. Dougherty was against the idea of his wife 
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“Defying her 
husband's wishes 
that she stay at 
home and be a 
housewife’ 


having a career, and in September 1946 they were 
divorced. Now a free agent, Monroe put all her 
efforts into her career, taking acting, dancing and 
singing classes, and spent a great deal of time 
observing her peers in the studio. After Monroe's 
contract was renewed in February 1947, she scored 
her first roles in Dangerous Years and Scudda Hoo! 
Scudda Hay! Despite her hard work and film roles, 
Monroe's contract was not renewed in August 1947, 
and she had to return to modelling and menial jobs 
at the studios. 

Monroe was eventually 
signed by Columbia 
Pictures in 1948 following 
her departure from 20th 
Century Fox, but the 
blonde bombshell had 
to, in the meantime, 
endure disappointments, 
and entertain influential 
male guests at studio 
functions. As a result of 
her friendship with Joseph 
M Schenck, an executive at Fox, she was signed 
to Columbia Pictures. While at Columbia Pictures, 
Monroe scored her first leading role in a low-budget 
musical rendition of Ladies of the Chorus. Around 
this time, Monroe's iconic look was beginning to 
take shape. She paid to have her hairline raised 
through electrolysis, and dyed her hair platinum 
blonde. Her vocal coach, Fred Karger, paid to have 
her slight overbite corrected. Monroe left Columbia 
Pictures after her six-month contract expired and 
was not renewed. From here, she latched onto 
Johnny Hyde, the vice president of the William 








Morris Agency, and became his protégé. Although 
their relationship developed into a sexual one, 
Monroe turned down Hyde's multiple marriage 
proposals, but the wealthy businessman paid for a 
silicone prosthesis in her jaw and scored her a part 
in the Marx Brother's 1950 film Love Happy. In what 
would be one of his last acts of love for Monroe, 
Hyde negotiated a seven-year contract for her with 
20th Century Fox. He died of a heart attack just 
days later. A grieving Monroe pursued her career, 
which was now gathering momentum. 


Dougherty disapproved 
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in Madison Square Gardens in 1962, which his wife 
did not attend, Monroe wore the most scandalous 
dress of her entire life. Designed by Oscar-winning 
designer Jean Lewis, the nude-coloured dress was 
arrogantly littered with 2,500 sparkling rhinestone 
jewels covering the star's modesty (she wore nothing 
underneath the sheer layers of fabric). The dress was 
so tight fitting that she had trouble getting into it, but 
when she peeled back her ermine fur coat on stage 
to reveal her outfit, the audience literally gasped 

in amazement. As Monroe had such a reputation 

for tardiness, JFK's brother-in-law, British actor 

Peter Lawford, continuously teased the crowd by 
introducing her on the stage; each time she failed to 
appear until she was introduced as ‘the late Marilyn 
Monroe’. In front of 15,000 guests and accompanied 
Payee aa eel a) le 
to the leader of the US, combining the traditional 
‘Happy Birthday’ song with a snipped of Thanks For 
The Memories. Following the performance, a birthday 
cake was presented to the president who told 
Monroe: “I can now retire from politics after having 
had Happy Birthday sung to me in such a sweet, 
wholesome way.” This public display was one of 
Monroe's last public performances before her death 
SRE eRe 





In 1951 Monroe appeared in several films created 
by Fox. Her roles began to show the ‘girl next 
door’ blossom into a sexual sensation on the big 
screen. A critic of the Los Angeles Times said that 
Monroe was “one of the brightest up-and-coming” 
actresses for her performance in Love Nest. While 
she developed a relationship with “one of the most 
honoured and influential directors in Broadway 
and Hollywood history”, Elia Kazan, she also dated 
several other men before finally settling on retired 
New York Yankee centerfielder Joe DiMaggio. She 
was named the Tt girl’ 
of 1952, as well as the 
“best young box-office 
personality.” Nothing 
could rock Monroe, even 
when she admitted in a 
magazine interview that 
she had posed nude for 
photographs taken by 
photographer Tom Kelley 
in 1942. Such a move 
could have damaged the 
career of any talented actress at the time but, a 
result of her honesty, Monroe gained even more 
admiration from the public. 

Monroe began to grapple with the fact that 
directions typecast her in comic roles that focussed 
on her growing sex appeal. She wanted to star 
in roles that showcased her acting range and 
professional talent, as opposed to roles in which 
she played a prostitute or haphazard, ‘childish’ and 
‘dumb blonde’ secretary, or was paraded in front of 
the camera in sexy and revealing outfits. At such 
a time Monroe began to become ‘difficult’ to work 
with. She was regularly late on set, sometimes 
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“She admitted 
in a magazine 
interview that she 
osed nude 
for photographs’ 


MARILYN MONROE 


not showing up at all. When she was present she 
often forgot her lines, or was such a perfectionist 
concerning her performances and would demand 
several retakes of scenes until she was satisfied 
with her performance. She became borderline 
reliant on her acting coaches, much to the 
annoyance of directors. Her attitude on set was put 
down to anxiety issues, which Monroe alleviated 
along with her chronic insomnia with the use of 
barbiturates, amphetamines and alcohol. Monroe 
could be functional on set, but self-medicated her 
problems behind closed 
doors. In 1953 Monroe 
starred in three major films: 
Niagara, Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes and How To Marry 
A Millionaire. By the end of 
the year, her status as a sex 
symbol was engraved in 
the pages of Playboy when 
Hugh Hefner showcased her 
as not only the front-page 
feature, showing Monroe at 
the Miss America Pageant parade in 1952, but also 
as the centrefold image, which was one of her nude 
photographs shot by Kelley. 

Monroe was growing annoyed at Fox's executive, 
Darryl Zanuck, for preventing her from performing 
roles outside of the musical-comedy genre the 
public had grown to expect of Monroe. Hitting 
back at Zanuck, Monroe refused to begin filming 
a film version of The Girl In Pink Tights. The studio 
suspended her on 4 January 1954. Ten days later, 
she married DiMaggio at San Francisco City Hall, 
and by March had returned to the studio under an 
agreement that a new contract would be made later 


Monroe poses for a photo circa 1953 
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For several months in 1961, Frank 
SCC Mele SireCLCle 
eV Aue Ree mole 
several years. Sources indicate that 
Marilyn was completely infatuated 

with Sinatra and wanted to marry 
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Bobby Kennedy 


News broke in late 2016 that letters 
between Monroe and Bobby 
Kennedy ‘confirmed’ their romantic 
ee ime ne kel 
rumours circulating the mill. 
Correspondence from John and 
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that you and Bobby are the new item! 
We all think you should come home 
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close to Monroe as she grew up 
alleges in her book Marilyn Monroe: 
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sexual encounter with Monroe and 

that the “free spirited" actress also 
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While filming Let’s Make Love in 1962, 
it was rumoured that Monroe and 
meee conc ae M Rane 
actor, began an affair, bonding 
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filming was complete, the affair ended 


Elia Kazan 
aN 'm not sorry about it,” said movie 
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a 29-year-old Monroe a few years 
earlier. “She is not a big sex pot 
as advertised. At least not in my 
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in the year, and that for the lead role in the film 
version of the Broadway musical The Seven Year 
Itch, she would receive a bonus of $100,000. While 
filming a scene on Lexington Avenue, Monroe 
wore a white dress and stood over a subway grate. 
The air from beneath her sent her skirt billowing 
against her fair skin, flashing a raunchy and 
seductive peak of her underskirt. It became one 
of the most famous scenes in her career, but also 
the final nail in the coffin as far as her marriage 
was concerned. DiMaggio was furious about the 
stunt. Already growing tired of his possessive and 
controlling ways, Monroe filed for a divorce in 
October. But by the time the divorce was finalised 
a year later, Monroe had moved on to playwright 
Arthur Miller, and the pair were married by the 
following June. 


After filming for The Seven Year Itch was finished, 


Monroe launched Marilyn Monroe Productions 
(MMP) with photographer Milton Greene. She 
began a year-long battle with Fox over their failed 
duties to the actress, such as the payment she was 
promised. Eventually a compromise was reached 
where Monroe was to work with Fox and produce 
four movies over seven years. As a result she was 
granted the right to choose her own projects, 
directors and cinematographers, and in return 
would be allowed to make one film a year with 
MMP. While shooting The Prince And The Showgirl 


in August 1956, Monroe detested director Laurence 
Oliver's condescending attitude towards her. In 
tetaliation, she became increasingly difficult to 
work with. “She never arrived on time, never said 

a line the same way twice, seemed completely 
unable to hit her marks on the set, and couldn't and 
wouldn't do anything at all without consulting her 
acting coach, Paula Strasberg,” said cinematographer 
Jack Cardiff. By this point, Monroe's drug use was 
ever present in the background as she navigated 
her way through the myriad of show business. She 
also became pregnant, rumoured to be the result 

of an affair with Yves Montand, but she miscarried. 
She was pregnant again the following year but, it 
was ectopic and had to be terminated. According 

to Monroe's nearest and dearest, she longed for a 
child, but her endometriosis played havoc with 

her fertility. She suffered a second miscarriage the 
following year. 

By this time Monroe was on a hiatus, which 
lasted 18 months before she finally returned to 
Hollywood to star in Some Like It Hot. But her 
demanding and diva-like attitude quickly returned. 
Monroe forgot her lines, refused to act as directed, 
and manipulated scenes in order to have them 
done her own way. After the production had 
finished, a tired Monroe took another hiatus until 
late 1959, returning to star in Let's Make Love. 
During an interview in 1960 for the film, Monroe 


“By this point, Monroe's drug use was 
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was asked by Marie Claire's editor in chief, Georges 
Belmont, what she wore to bed. Monroe answered: 
“| wear Chanel No.5," a famous and now iconic 
perfume by designer Chanel. The media took it 

to mean she wore only perfume to bed, whereas 
Monroe had answered the question regarding 
something special she wore to bed along with 

her pyjamas. It would end up being one of the 
most controversial answers she ever gave to the 
media, who sensationalised her interview with 

the quote: “Marilyn Monroe sleeps naked, wearing 
only Chanel No.5." The film however, was rather 
unsuccessful, as was Monroe's marriage to its 
writer. Monroe and Miller divorced after filming 
was finished for what would be Monroe's last 
production, The Misfits, in 1961. Her health - both 





Boarding a plane for 
Hollywood in 1956 A 


Junta Pied, 
Iges to Seat _ 
Victor in Peru Election 


“The ‘affair’ between 
President John 
F Kennedy and 
Monroe was never 
officially proven, 
but nor was it ever 
Officially disproven" 
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mentally and physically - was declining, and her 
drug addiction was sadly on the incline. 

Pictured together at numerous events, the ‘affair’ 
between President John F Kennedy and a movie- 
star Monroe was never Officially proven, but nor 
was it ever officially disproven. On 24 March 1962, 
the pair were guests at a party at Bing Crosby's 
Palm Spring home, a meeting arranged through 
the president's brother-in-law, Peter Lawford. 
According to Marilyn Monroe's biographer, Donald 
Spoto, Monroe's personal masseuse, Ralph Roberts, 
confessed that he was called to the room in which 
the president was staying by Monroe, where 
the trio had a discussion about Kennedy's back 
problems. Roberts later claimed that Monroe had 
confided in him that the pair had sex that night. He 
went on to claim that it was a one-time event that 
never happened again, according to Monroe. Author 
Christopher Andersen wrote in his 2013 book These 
Few Precious Days: The Final Year Of Jack With 
Jackie, that Monroe had in fact phoned the First 
Lady to boast that her husband was intending to 
leave the First Lady and their family for her. The 
next time JFK and his alleged mistress were in the 
same room was at his birthday celebrations in May 
just months before she died 

In the early hours of 5 August 1962, Monroe's 
psychiatrist discovered the movie-star mogul dead 
in her Brentwood home. It was determined that the 
actress had died between 8.30pm and 10.30pm. A 
toxicology report revealed that she had died from 
acute barbiturate poisoning. Due to her history of 
depression and mood swings, and the fact that she 
had overdosed in the past, her death was ruled as 
probable suicide. Even in death Monroe caused a 
scandal among the media, as conspiracy theories 
about her death began to circulate. The rumours 
gathered such momentum that a threshold 
investigation was conducted 20 years after Monroe 
died to further decide if any criminal investigation 
should be opened. However no evidence of foul 
play was found. Monroe's death, just as her life had 
been, was a media circus. 
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“Chaplin became 
increasingly beset by 
comment, reaction and 
endeavours to diminish him" 
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CHARLIE CHAPLIN 


THE FALL OF 
CHARLIE CHAPLIN 


This is the story of the controversies that surrounded screen 
legend Charlie Chaplin in his later years; his golden age 
morphing into something more tarnished 


f anyone needed proof that there's no such 
thing as ‘just’ entertainment, they need look no 
further than south-London boy turned global 
pop-culture icon Charlie Chaplin. His career 
has been the subject of an immense range 
of research and reflection that has explored his 
movie-making achievements; the influence of 
his London childhood on his imaginative life; his 
political sympathies; and his personal life. For a 
slightly built man, he has made for an immense 
cinema presence and an equally immense cultural 
force. Like Shakespeare and Dickens, people may 
very well know the Chaplin name even though 
they have never directly encountered any of his 
work. The image of the man has superseded 
all else. The image of his creation The Tramp is 
as much a part of a worldwide lexicon of film 
character images that can sit right alongside Mickey 
Mouse, ET: The Extra Terrestrial and C3P0. The 
American cinema might largely be characterised 
by being ‘just’ entertainment, but what a powerful 
force entertainment is. 

When the late, great film composer John Barry 
scored the movie Chaplin (1992), he wrote a main 
musical theme that, rather than emphasising the 
fun and laughter of the man’s movies, picked up 
on a melancholy mood. It's a melancholy that we 


can identify in Chaplin's beginnings and in his 
later years, too. This is the story of some of the key 
events that defined the later part of his life. We 
might say that it was a professional life that ended 
in tragedy; in a fall from grace. 

Discovering the fallibility of those who seem 
blessed with some sort of genius and whose 
work has astounded us - it's as though they are 
imbued with a superhuman facility of thought, 
feeling and perception - can shock us by virtue 
of how it reminds us of the necessarily flawed 
humanity of that person. In Charlie Chaplin we 
have a filmmaker and actor who was a star in both 
spheres of his work. That's rare air that the south- 
London visionary breathed. 

The story of Charlie Chaplin's life has often been 
framed as an ever-appealing rags-to-riches story, 
and suffice to say at this point that Chaplin's life 
became something of a lens through which to 
view poverty in early 20th-century south London. 
It's certainly the case that, in Chaplin, we have, 
what film scholar Richard Dyer might identify as a 
powerful example of the film star's fascination to 
audiences as the embodiment of behaviour, and 
perhaps appearance, that appeals to many. 

From very early in his professional life as an 
entertainer, Chaplin was very much considered a 
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Hat 


The bowler is just 

too small for Charlie's 
head, and so it only 
enhances The Tramp’s 
misfit status and tells 
us that this is the best 
he can do. 















Moustache 


One story has it that Chaplin, 

in 1914, when working at the 
Keystone Comedy Studio in the US, 
and waiting for the rain to stop so 
they could resume filming, found 
the moustache as part of makeup 
intended for a villain. 
















Jacket 
The jacket that’s too 
tight accentuates The 
Tramp's physically 
slight presence in a 
modern world that's 
often all-too daunting, 
but which he always 
finds a way to survive 
and outwit. 

















Trousers 
With his way-too- 
big trousers, The 
Tramp’s legs get lost 

in the shuffle and 
subsequently he moves 
with a particular grace 
as though not quite 
anchored to the ground. 






















PVE LCA Stick 

17 iit Chaplin's stick is an 
0 T e integral, character- 

enhancing prop. 
Tramp Critically, the stick 
is a tip of the 

ENTE MEU ee meus metaphorical hat 
movie characters, Chaplin's to the 19th-century 
Pee MUA) music hall costuming 
ee TS ele ae a traditions that Chaplin 
ictaey 4a) 1) eo) knew so well. 
silhouette. Chaplin designed 
the costume and it remained 
[eel Ce Pee ele 
Pee eke aia 
is the underdog’s suit of 
armour against a crazy world. Shoes 
The size 14 shoes are far too big 
and helpfully distort Charlie's 
physicality. This results in visual 
comedy even when Chaplin is 
motionless. The shoes are always 
worn on the wrong feet. 
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wunderkind: someone whose creative invention, 
energy and popularity was tangible in one way and 
unfathomable in another. As of 1913, Chaplin had 
become a global movie star, constructing an image 
of The Tramp as an innocent making his way in 
the perilous modern world. It was a role that, in 
part, owed a creative debt to the Dickens novel 
Oliver Twist that Chaplin read many times over. 
Inevitably, though, to invoke the words of the poet 
Robert Frost: “Nothing gold can stay." In the latter 
half of his life, Charlie Chaplin became increasingly 
beset by comment, reaction 
and endeavours to diminish 
him either professionally 

or personally. 


The Great 
Dictator (1940) 

In an edition of Sight And Sound 
magazine, published in October 
2003, a piece about Chaplin 
observed that: “He made movies 
that danced to the rhythms of 
modernity and captured the 
anxieties of changing political 
times.” The description could 
not be more true of The Great 
Dictator, the film that marked a 
watershed of sorts in Chaplin's 
professional life. 

Movies are political; not party 
political, but ideological and, as 
such, they will always express a 
particular view of the world. You 
may or may not agree with the 


rental 
perspective on offer, but there’s 


troubled 
childhood 


Chaplin « 


would inspire 


CHARLIE CHAPLIN 


how cinema could function as a form capable of 
exploring serious themes. Making the broadest 
of statements here, the vast richness of Chaplin's 
career, and diverse reflections on it, finds a home in 
the BFI's extensive online Chaplin archive: a must- 
visit online resource. 
The premise of The Great Dictator turns on 

a humble barber, from the country of Tomania, 
who is injured during World War I. Experiencing 
memory loss, he is kept in a hospital for 20 years. 
When he is released, he finds that a man named 
Adenoid Hynkel has become 
dictator of Tomania, and he has 
set about persecuting the Jews. 
The film dramatises and satirises 
a number of key reference 

points that relate eerily to what 
Hitler would go on to do 

through World War II. Via 

a series of confusions and 

mistaken identities, the 
humble barber is mistaken 

for Hynkel and uses it to 
| humanitarian advantage, giving 
a speech that runs counter to all 

that Hynkel has been espousing. 
Where Hynkel's vision was based 
on hate and distrust and racial 
prejudice, the barber's vision 
embraces shared humanity. Even 
in this brief précis, we can see 
how this comedy touches on the 
very tensions that have always 
characterised so much human 
conflict. As such, this is a film 
that works so well today; it's a 
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always one lurking at varying 
depths below the surface. With 
The Great Dictator, Chaplin wrote 
and directed perhaps his most 
overtly political film using it to 
make a sharply humorous and 
unforgiving critique of the rise of 
fascism. The film sits well right 
alongside another of Chaplin's 
films, Modern Times (1936), 
which had criticised modern 
work life in an increasingly, 
rapidly mechanising world. 
Indeed, with that film, Chaplin 
took the idea of being a cog in 
the machine of work and pretty 
much makes it literal. Tellingly, 
his character's name in the film is 
simply A Factory Worker. 

Rightly concerned by the rise 
of fascism in Europe and the 
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‘classic’, which, to borrow an 
idea from the Italian writer Italo 
Calvino, means that it’s a story 

that hasn't finished with what it 
has to say. 
In The Great Dictator, Chaplin 
focuses on a vivid parody of 
Hitler and the film concludes 
with a speech being given by 
the character of The Barber, 
performed by Chaplin, in which 
e includes the following 
statement: “Greed has poisoned 
men’s souls, has barricaded 
the world with hate, has goose- 
stepped us into misery and 
bloodshed. We have developed 
speed, but we have shut 
ourselves in. Machinery that 
gives abundance has left us in 
want." In this moment of the 





ilm, Chaplin's movie is no longer 
a fiction but instead functions more as an overt 
piece of propaganda, stating clearly the need for a 
culture that's empathetic to difference rather than 
fearful of it or violent towards it. 
One of the most resonant scenes in the film 
runs about seven minutes in duration and centres 


particular event of the Spanish 

Civil War, Chaplin was committed to deploying his 
work as a filmmaker to a very pertinent, timely 
and complex subject. In this way, he made good 
on something he had reflected on in essays that 
he had written early in his career. In his essay We 
Have Come To Stay (1922), Chaplin reflected on 
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around Hynkel initially talking about his ideas for a 
perfect race, before then becoming entranced by a 
globe showing a map of the world wrapped around 
it. Hynkel's gestures and his performance are camp 
and silly - not the gestures we might expect of a 
man hell-bent on world domination. How can we 
take such a figure seriously? The camera pushes 

in on Hynkel as he looks spellbound at the globe, 
which we then see is just a big balloon that he 
plays with like a dancer. At this point, a sense of 
realism gives way to something more fanciful, 
allowing Chaplin to use a playful metaphor to 
express his repulsion at how the real world can be 
toyed with by those who abuse power. 

While The Great Dictator was hugely popular in 
Britain, in the USA (where it had been made), the 
film received a cooler reception and, as Chaplin's 
career became evermore successful and well 
regarded, forces came into play that sought to 
neutralise his cultural and political resonance. 


Paulette Goddard and 
Charlie Chaplin 





‘Anti-communists in the US pointed to what 
they considered hard evidence of Chaplin's 
left-wing politics’ 


Like Modern Times, The Great Dictator reminds 
us that often comedy is the best route to saying 
something ‘meaningful’ about a subject. The film 
made Chaplin lots of friends and plenty of enemies, 
crating new tensions for Chaplin and renewing and 
reigniting others. In Germany, it was an unpopular 
film release, a fact that may not surprise. That said, 
in the 1920s, a number of German intellectuals had 
found much to appreciate in Chaplin's movies. 

In concert with Chaplin's professional angst 
around the reception of his film and the attacks 
on his political sympathies, he also had to contend 


Charlie on the big screen 


with a volley of personal dilemmas; notably a 
paternity suit. As part of their written assault 

to diminish Chaplin, a cultural icon in his own 
lifetime, the FBI exploited the paternity suit 
court case that was brought against Chaplin by 

a mentally fragile young actress named Joan 
Barry with whom Chaplin had had a relationship. 
A certain mob mentality fuelled the interest in 
the case, the American Legion supporting the 
paternity claim. Chaplin was duly declared the 
father of Barry's baby and was ordered to pay child 
support until the child became 21. In a review of 
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for Modern Times, in which 
he plays a factory worker 


Simon Louvish's relatively recent biography of 
Chaplin, entitled Chaplin: The Tramp’s Odyssey 

(a title suggesting a journey home after conflict), 
Simon Callow noted that: “The ever-increasing 
gap between the Little Fellow and his creator was 
lost on neither Chaplin nor the commentators: the 
Tramp, impotent; Chaplin... hugely potent, both as 
artist and as male...” 

Chaplin's personal life, then, offered up a number 
of opportunities to address broader social issues. 
Indeed, the ‘fantasy’ of the film star has often been 
a way for the culture to address very real issues 
that play on its mind. 

On 27 September 1991, Oona O'Neill died. She 
had been married to Charlie Chaplin. Her obituary 
in the New York Times described her as "..wife 
of one of the screen's greatest comic geniuses.” 

In 1943, Oona O'Neill had married Chaplin. He was 
54 years old. So appalled was Oona’s father, the 
playwright Eugene O'Neill (also aged 54), 
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that he disinherited his 18-year-old daughter. 
When asked once about the vast age difference 
between her and Charlie, Oona had once replied 
that: “He is my world. I've never seen or lived 
anything else.” 

For most of their marriage, Chaplin and Oona 
lived at Lake Geneva, and the New York Times 
obituary said that: "Their home became a kind 
of intellectual watering hole; Pablo Casals, Nikita 
Khrushchev, Jawarhal Nehru and Zhou Enlai were 
among those who visited the Chaplins.” 

Every life has it critical days and dates: for 
Chaplin, 17 September 1952 was especially so. 
Charlie and Oona, with their four children, sailed 
from the US to London for the premiere of Chaplin's 
movie Limelight. En route, Chaplin's re-entry visa to 


“Chaplin's later life encapsulates the 
tensions that can emerge between art 
and commerce" 


the US (he was always a British citizen working in 
the States) was rescinded. It was the summation of 
the unease around Chaplin's political sympathies, 
and after this date he would only set foot in the 
US once more. Since 1923, the FBI had monitored 
Chaplin and Chief of the FBI J Edgar Hoover had a 
particular focus on him. The FBI's mission was to 
prove that Chaplin was a communist. 

In the 1940s and 1950s, the anti-communists 
in the US pointed to what they considered hard 
evidence of Chaplin's left-wing politics: his WWII 
speeches supporting the American ally Russia. 
Of the communist ‘witch hunt’, Hollywood film 
star Burt Lancaster noted: “Can anything be more 
un-American than the Un-American Committee?” 

The emotional strain on Chaplin of his ejection 
from the US in 1952 was immense, and in his late 
film A King In New York, this hugely accomplished 
filmmaker found a way to give expression to the 
complicated relationship with the country where 
his career had flourished. Chaplin biographer Simon 
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Louvish has made the point that with this film, in 
which Chaplin portrays King Shahdov, “Chaplin 
knows well, as we do, that Shahdov is still Charlie 
the Tramp, grown older, shorn of his old clothes 
and toothbrush moustache, the mask of the eternal 
vagrant who had last been seen in the traditional 
from Modern Times in 1936." 

In the promotional programme accompanying 
the film's UK premiere of Modern Times, an 
extract from the film's final speech is included, 
and tellingly it is not described as the character's 
speech in the film but as Charlie Chaplin's. As such, 
it distils so much of what Chaplin was committed 
to, deploying his popular appeal to wake people 
up to the dangers inherent in the world. With his 
talent, he sought to enliven the audience; a heroic 
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ambition for sure. Was it a form of heroism 
without a home, though? 

Chaplin's later life encapsulates the tensions 
that can emerge between art and commerce in the 


film industry (that latter word tells you so much a, ~ 
that you need to know as a place to start from); . * P 
cultural values around marriage and parenting and i: ~ 

the ease with which a widely recognised figure can 7 


be used as a scapegoat in terms of a bigger picture 
around certain kinds of paranoia. 

Let's end, then, with an anecdote that speaks to 
the immutable power of comedy and playfulness 
to subvert authority: when the House Un-American 
Activities Committee were due to call Chaplin to 
testify, they made a last-minute decision not to. 
Chaplin had planned to attend dressed as The 
Tramp. Chaplin was a trickster figure, seeking to 
puncture the self-aggrandising aura of those with a 
lust for power. In The Tramp, Chaplin's hero stood 
for the powerless, and that was his power. There is 
no tragedy in making that stand. 





« 


COE RU Cie eeu cme 
PC Ree Ree il 
= Hong Kong in 1967 


YN Vn 
ferrin avery 


Cah Tay 
young wife, Oona 


CHARLIE CHAPLIN 


Wives & lovers 


Chaplin married four times. His first, 
second and third marriages were 

all short lived. His fourth and final 
marriage, however, lasted 44 years 
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When actress Mildred thought she was 
pregnant, she and Charlie married. She 
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a baby, who died at three days of age. 
The pair divorced. 
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CELEBRITY SCANDALS 


The incident at Chappaquiddick 
ruined Kennedy's chances at 
running for president 
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CHAPPAQUIDDICK INCIDENT 





-CHAPPAQUIDDICK 
INCIDENT 


What really happened on the shores of 
Chappaquiddick Island on a pitch-black 
summer night? 


he Kennedy family are steeped in myth, 

romance and scandal. Some say they are 

cursed, others that they are the authors of 

their own misfortune, but none would argue 

that the history of this iconic American 
dynasty has been anything other than rich in 
drama. At the height of their fame, the four 
brothers of the Kennedy clan were a byword for 
power and influence, glamour and prestige, yet 
only one would survive into the modern era 

With one son, Joseph Jr, killed in World War II, 
and two more, Robert and John, famously falling 
victims to assassin’s bullets, only one remained to 
carry the shattered dreams of the family that had 
once seemed as though it might rule the world. 

As the youngest Kennedy brother, Edward's 
political career was glittering. He was lauded as 
the last hope of a nation and, as the years passed, 
it looked as though he might follow his late 
brother into the highest of offices. A senior figure 
in the Senate, all the signs pointed to Edward, 
or ‘Ted’ as he was commonly known, becoming 
the Democratic candidate in the 1972 presidential 
election. Victory appeared to be within his grasp, 
and Ted - self-assured, confident and respected 
was ready to rise to the challenge. 

And then, in one night that left a woman dead 
and a host of unanswered questions hanging over 
the senator's head, it all went horribly wrong. As 
dawn broke on 19 July 1969 and the sun rose over 
Chappaquiddick Island, Massachusetts, a new 
scandal was about to engulf the famed dynasty. 


On 18 July 1969, Ted Kennedy played host at a 
party on Chappaquiddick Island to say thank you 
to six women who had played an integral part in 
Robert Kennedy's presidential campaign. Among 
those women were Mary Jo Kopechne, who was 
just 28 years old. Nobody saw Kopechne leave the 
party nor whom she might have been accompanied 
by, but as events would later reveal, she left with 
Senator Edward Kennedy. 

The next time anyone saw Mary Jo Kopechne, 
she was dead. The grim discovery of her body 
came the following morning when fishermen 
noticed a car submerged beneath the waters of 
Poucha Pond and contacted local police. When 
the car was winched clear, it was found to contain 
Kopechne's body in the backseat, and swift checks 
soon revealed that the missing driver of that car 
was none other than Kennedy, who was nowhere 
to be found. 

Shortly after the discovery, Kennedy walked 
into the police station in nearby Edgartown and 
asked to make a statement that would, police 
hoped, help them to solve the chain of events that 
had led to the young woman's death. With no eye 
witnesses beyond a deputy sheriff who had seen 
the car heading towards the bridge on the previous 
evening, and just one occupant of the car still alive, 
Kennedy was the only man who could tell the tale. 

It was, the senator explained, all caused by 
a wrong turn. He had left the party just after 
1lpm, he told police, and Kopechne had asked 
for a ride back to her hotel, as she was ready to 
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leave. Kennedy elected to take the wheel of his 
Oldsmobile and let his chauffeur take a night off 
while he, ever the knight in shining armour, saw 
Kopechne safely back to town. Kennedy intended 
to take the ferry to the mainland but took a wrong 
turn and, instead of the ferry landing, headed for 
Dike Bridge. That bridge was old, ill-signed and 
had no rail to prevent cars from crashing into the 
pitch-black waters. Driving the wide and difficult- 
to-manoeuvre car on unfamiliar and unlit roads, 
Kennedy didn't even see the bridge in front of him 
until it was too late. As soon as he realised that he 
was about to hit the bridge at an angle that would 
send the car over the edge, Kennedy slammed 
on the brakes, but it was too late and the vehicle 
flipped onto its roof and sank into Poucha Pond. 
Frantic, Kennedy swam free of the car but, 
despite calling for Kopechne, he could find no 
trace of her. Desperate to save her, Kennedy 
assured police that he had made repeated attempts 
to swim down to the wreck but simply wasn’t 
strong enough. Instead, he dragged himself back 
to land and set off on foot for the cottage where 
Kopechne's friends were still partying. 
Although Kennedy's walk took him past several 
homes, he claimed he was too shocked to notice 
them, and instead brought help back from the party 
to the scene of the accident. One of the men who 
accompanied him, Paul Markham, claimed that 
Kennedy was hysterical and urged him to summon 
the authorities. Markham later testified that 
Kennedy sent them back to the party and set off to 
Edgartown to make the report, but he never made 
it. Instead, Kennedy admitted he swam 150 metres 
into town, went back to his hotel and went to bed. 
Kennedy met Markham the following morning, 
accompanied by Joseph Gargan, a cousin of 
Kennedy who had helped the search party the 
night before. Both were shocked to learn that the 
accident had still not been reported, yet when 
Kennedy went back to Chappaquiddick Island 
and began to make calls, he still didn’t contact the 
authorities. Instead, the politician was making the 
rounds of his friends and advisors, seeking advice 
on what his next step should be. Only when he 
heard that Kopechne's body had been found did 
he make a statement to the police, claiming he had 
not been thinking clearly when he went back to the 
hotel, and had been hoping it was a bad dream. 
Kennedy pleaded guilty to leaving the scene of 
an accident, and was handed a minimum term 
of two months, but the sentence was suspended. 
His next move was to give a statement that 
was intended to lay to rest rumours that he was 
romancing Kopechne, had been drinking, and had 
sought to escape detection by returning to his 
hotel. He asked the people to decide his fate: if they 
demanded his resignation, he would step down as 
senator for Massachusetts. They did not demand it, 
and he received a landslide of public support. 
Tragically, John Farrar, who recovered 
Kopechne's body, told the inquest that she 
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loss on a deeply personal level. In fact, for a time 
following RFK’s death, Kopechne felt unable to work 
in Washington again but, drawn to politics as her 
vocation, she couldn't stay away forever. 

The party on Chappaquiddick Island on 18 July 1969 
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APPAQUIDDICK INCIDENT 


didn’t drown at all, but lived for hours before 
suffocating. Had he been called immediately, he 
concluded, Kopechne would have lived. There 
was an air bubble within the submerged vehicle, 
and Kopechne had forced her face into it, trapped 
within the car, hoping help would soon arrive. 
She was in the back seat, her posture suggesting 
that she had done all she could to keep breathing. 
Her hands still gripped the seat in death, her face 
desperately turned towards the air bubble that 
had kept her alive for what he concluded must 
have been three or four hours. Despite Farrar's 
disturbing testimony, Kopechne's death certificate 
recorded her cause of death as drowning, and 
subsequent investigations confirmed that this 
was the most likely explanation for her demise. 

A grand jury in 1970 decided that there was not 
enough evidence to pursue more serious charges 
and, though a fatal accident hearing that same year 
concluded that Kennedy's driving, as described in 
his own testimony, had at least contributed to the 
accident, they recommended no further charges 
of punishments. Instead, Kennedy's license was 
suspended for a total of six months. 

The fallout for Kennedy was immense. His wife 
attributed her third miscarriage to the stress of the 
incident, while his hopes for the 1972 presidential 
election were crushed. He was seen as a man 
over whom a cloud of suspicion would always 
hang, and he ruled himself out of the race despite 
public support. In 1979, Kennedy finally mounted 
a campaign for the nomination, only to lose to 
Jimmy Carter. Though he remained in the senate, 
ie would never achieve the White House dream he 
and his family longed for, and his name was forever 
associated with the death of Mary Jo Kopechne. 

Theories were put forward claiming Kennedy 
had handed his car over to Kopechne when he 
spotted the deputy sheriff, worried about being 
caught in a secluded spot with a young lady. 
Commentators speculated that she had driven 
alone and crashed into the water, explaining why 
Kennedy didn’t make a report. Such theories 
are entirely speculative, of course, and cannot 
be proven. Whatever happened on that night at 
Chappaquiddick was known only to Kennedy and 
Kopechne and, with Kennedy's death in 2009, the 
last surviving witness took the truth to the grave. 
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MUR mar a koe 
Kennedy crashed into, 
killing Kopechne 











Timeline of the accident What happened when the pair left the party? 


12.45am 










to match Kennedy's Oldsmobile. 


18-19 July 1968 
Tipm 
Kennedy and Kopechne leave the party 
at Lawrence Cottage and head for the 


mainland. Kennedy drives, with his 
chauffeur staying at the party. 


Deputy Sheriff Christopher Lock sees a car 
stopped on Dike Road containing a male 
driver and female passenger. Upon seeing 
him, the driver speeds away, but Lock notes 
some of the number plate. It is later found 


1.30am 

Kennedy returns to 
Lawrence Cottage and 
tells his friends what has 
happened. Kopechne’s 
friends aren't informed of 
the accident. 













lam 

The car crashes into Poucha 
Pond. Kennedy swims free but is 
unable to free Kopechne from the 
submerged vehicle. 


Gargan return to the wreck 


8.20am 
Fisherman see 
the submerged 
car and contact 
the authorities. 


8.45am 
Recovery begins. 
John Farrar finds - 
Kopechne's body in 
the backseat of the 
submerged car. 

























2.30am 
Kennedy returns to his 
hotel and goes to bed. 





2am 
Kennedy, Markham and 


sam 

After meeting Markham and Gargan, 
Kennedy starts making phone calls 
seeking advice on how to proceed. 
He still doesn't report the accident. 


10am 

Kennedy arrives at the police station 
in Edgartown and offers to make a 
statement via Markham as news of 
the accident begins to leak out. © 
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but can’t reach Kopechne. 
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THE LEWINSKY 
SCANDAL 


Could a blue dress, an intern and an infamous 
press conference topple a president? 


here can be few names in modern American 

politics more scandalously entwined 

than those of President William Jefferson 

Clinton and Monica Lewinsky. He was 

the 49-year-old president of the United 
States, charismatic, popular, a media darling with 
supporters across the globe who appealed to voters 
across the social spectrum. She was an unknown 
22-year-old White House intern, a woman who 
would soon be catapulted into the very centre of 
a scandalous spotlight that threatened to topple 
the presidency of the most powerful nation in the 
world. Nearly two decades later, Bill and Monica 
remain inseparable in the public consciousness and 
the Clinton/Lewinsky affair has become an era- 
defining scandal. 

Monica Lewinsky was not an obvious candidate 
for celebrity. When she told her side of the story in 
the years that followed, Lewinsky was always keen 
to stress that she was an innocent abroad, a small- 
town girl thrust into a high-powered, pressurised 
world for which she was ill-prepared. A native of 
San Francisco, Lewinsky began her White House 
career in summer 1995 as an unpaid intern, but her 
career progression was swift. By that Christmas, 
she was in a paid, permanent role in the Office of 
Legislative Affairs. By the time she began this new 
job, Lewinsky later admitted, she and the president 
had already started what is now known to be a very 
intimate relationship. 

That relationship began in November 1995 and 
lasted almost 18 months. It was not a love affair, 
but a series of nine sexual liaisons within the Oval 
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Office. As the sordid details began to leak out, it 
transpired that, though the acts had been very 
intimate indeed, the pair had never had full sexual 
intercourse. Lewinsky believed that nobody knew 
of her relationship with the president, but events 
were to prove her very wrong. 

In fact, Lewinsky was naive to think that her 
relationship with the most powerful man in the 
world was a closely guarded secret between the 
two participants. Five months after it began, 
Lewinsky’s managers decided that the young 
woman was spending far too much time alone 
with the president. Their solution was to transfer 
her out to the Pentagon and away from Clinton. It 
was here that she met fellow staffer, Linda Tripp. 

Confused, lonely and missing the man she had 
spent so much time with, Lewinsky confided 
everything to Tripp. Unknown to Lewinsky, 

Tripp in turn told the story to literary agent, 
Lucianne Goldberg, who advised her to record 
every conversation and - crucially - do it without 
Lewinsky’s knowledge. Tripp followed the advice 
to the letter and made clandestine recordings of all 
subsequent phone calls she and Lewinsky made to 
one another. When Lewinsky admitted that Clinton 
had ejaculated over one of her dresses and had 

left it stained, Tripp encouraged her not to have 

it dry-cleaned but instead to make sure she hung 
onto the soiled garment. When the story eventually 
broke, many commentators wondered aloud at 

the supposed wide-eyed innocence of Lewinsky, 
given that she had shrewdly preserved this most 
important bit of evidence! 


eyiTs Scandal turned Monica 
Lewinsky’s life upside down 








“The Clinton/ 
Lewinsky affair 
has become an efa- 
defining scandal" 
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One of the most dramatic and scandalous pieces 

of evidence was the infamous blue dress, which 

PES ia eR WLAN 1 Coe Ee 
understandably, many people wondered why Monica 
elm Ke See Aon elke 
revealing her affair with the president. Far from being 
Renu ek aler hem RO Ae en arle 
she hadn't realised the dress was dirty until she came 
to wear it again. Only then did Linda Tripp - whom 
Lewinsky later claimed she hated - tell her not to 
have to dress cleaned, put to place it in a safety 
deposit box, in case it was needed for evidence later. 

Although she protested that she had no intention 
fe) Mr) ULC OAC CMON oR aL) 
dress cleaned. Later, when she told Tripp that she 
wanted to wear it, Tripp convinced her not to, telling 
Lewinsky that the dress made her look fat. Still 
Rea VAe Elta CsteR Urea Mn CclaCe eR CoRR Ud 
dress dry-cleaned but, when the story broke, she lost 
the opportunity to do so. 

The navy blue Gap dress cast a fascination over 
those who followed the case, becoming a palpable 
physical symbol of the modern presidency’s most 
sordid scandal. Although Lewinsky at first said she 
was unable to confirm what the stain on the dress 
was, a DNA test proved beyond any doubt that it was 
indeed the semen belonging to the president of the 
United States, securing the garment's unique place in 
the pantheon of American history. 
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Bill and Monica share a 
joke at a White House 
Christmas bash 


Those recordings became pivotal when 
Tripp mentioned them to the team handling 
Paula Jones’ case of sexual harassment against 
Clinton. Believing that his affair with Lewinsky 
would provide strong evidence of the president's 
predilection for inappropriate behaviour with 
female staff members, the court subpoenaed 
Monica Lewinsky. Unaware of the existence of the 
taped conversations, Lewinsky denied that she 
and Clinton had engaged 
in a sexual relationship. 
Worried that Tripp might 
tell a different story, 
Lewinsky asked her to lie 
and back up the story that 
there was nothing more 
than professionalism 
between the president 
and the intern. Tripp, 
however, knew better and 
she took her recordings to 
Kenneth Starr, who was 
investigating Clinton's 
Whitewater real estate deals. As soon as he heard 
the tapes, Starr sought, and was granted permission 
to include Lewinsky’s relationship with Clinton in 
his investigations. All hell was about to break loose. 

On 17 January 1998, the Drudge Report broke the 
story of the affair, swiftly followed by mainstream 
worldwide media. A week later Clinton and his wife, 
Hillary, gave a press conference that has passed 
into modern political legend. Indeed, the president's 
heartfelt claims, delivered direct to camera, that 
"I did not have sexual relations with that woman, 


"Describing sexual 
encounters that 
included... the 
desk of the Oval 
Office, a lurid tale 
began to emerge’ 





Miss Lewinsky," became a punchline that would 
haunt him for years to come. The Clintons put up 
a united front in public, with Hillary inviting critics 
to recognise in the Jones and Lewinsky scandals 
the evidence of a right-wing conspiracy against 
the Clinton presidency. All of the evidence was 
circumstantial and, in the glare of the spotlight, 
Lewinsky found herself the co-star in a modern 
circus, betrayed by her friend Linda Tripp, and 
denied by the man with 
whom she had enjoyed a 
sexual relationship that 
lasted well over a year. 
With the press 
clamouring for her to make 
her case, Lewinsky went to 
ground. Suddenly her life 
was public property and 
former associates came out 
of the woodwork to throw 
doubt on her character. 
With everything from her 
weight, to her school life, 
to previous relationships spread across the tabloid 
press, Lewinsky did her best to disappear from the 
public eye. Six months later, however, she made 
her move. Granted immunity from any charges of 
perjury resulting from her testimony in the Jones 
case, she told her story to Kenneth Starr. Describing 
sexual encounters that included the use of empty 
cigar tubes, revealing underwear and even the 
historic desk of the Oval Office, a lurid tale began 
to emerge. Finally, Lewinsky handed over the 
incriminating soiled dress to Starr. Now there was 


nowhere to hide and DNA tests would prove, once 
and for all, just how close the president and his 
intern had been. 

Called before a grand jury, Clinton had no choice 
but to concede that he had had a relationship with 
Lewinsky. The man who had looked the nation 
in its collective eye and denied any impropriety, 
now took to the airwaves once more and admitted 
that their liaisons had been inappropriate and far 
Tom innocent. Starr now saw an opportunity to 
snare a perjury charge against the president, who 
continued to deny having had sexual relations with 
Lewinsky. How, Starr asked, did his semen come 
to be on her dress if there had been no sexual 
encounter? Ever the politician, Clinton asked if the 
legal teams on both sides could agree a definition 
of what exactly constituted the critical term, “sexual 
relations.” This might seem absurd but it became 
a pivotal point of the case, with Clinton pilloried 
by press and public alike when he claimed that 
he didn’t count oral sex as sex at all. Likewise, he 
pointed out that when he had said “there's nothing 
going on” between him and Lewinsky, he had not 
been lying. After all, he had used the present tense 
and, at that time, the affair was over. So it was that 
the definition of the ‘is’ became another long and 
tortured talking point. 

The much-debated definition of “sexual relations" 
was eventually agreed to mean that Clinton had 
not touched certain parts of Lewinsky's anatomy 
and that, though he might have received oral sex, 
he had not performed it on Lewinsky. The sordid 
details of the case became a sideshow, reported 
nightly across the globe and the world held its 
breath, waiting to see if Clinton might be charged 
with perjury. In fact, thanks to the torturous legal 








“How, Starr asked, 
did his semen 
come to be on her 
dress if there had 
been no sexual 
encountere” 


pCa a 
determined to get sa 
Parner Log took 








THE LEWINSKY SCANDAL 


proceedings and exacting definitions, he was not. 
Rather, in 1999, he was found to be in contempt 
of court in the Jones case. Clinton escaped jail 
but was instead ordered to pay the court $1,202 
and a further $90,000 to Jones’ lawyers to 

cover expenses, while his licence to practice law 
was suspended. He made Jones an out of court 
settlement of $850,000. 

Starr's investigation was not without its critics, 
of course, and they wondered at the sense in 
spending over $70 million on an investigation that 
had proved nothing more serious that obstruction 
of justice and perjury. Also, the report had not been 
ept confidential - instead the most tantalising 
content had been routinely dripped out to the 
media, whipping up a public appetite for scandal. 
Based on the information contained in the Starr 
Report, the Republican majority in Congress called 
or Clinton to be impeached, pointing to his false 
testimony about the nature of the relationship as 
just cause. Likewise, they suggested that he had 
encouraged Lewinsky to perjure herself in the 
Paula Jones case and should face the judgement 
of his peers. For only the third time in American 
history, the Articles of Impeachment were issued. 
The two presidents who had previously faced 
impeachment, Andrew Johnson and Richard Nixon, 
had been acquitted (Johnson) or resigned before the 
process could start (Nixon), but Clinton could take 
ittle comfort from this. The president was to be put 
on trial in the Senate, in a watershed moment that 
could mark the end of a once glittering career. 

Clinton was charged with perjury to a grand 
jury and obstruction of justice, but escaped further 
charges of perjury in the Paula Jones sexual 
harassment lawsuit and abuse of power. The 








Ina strongly worded speech, Clinton 
told the nation that he was an 
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Monica enjoys a hug from the president 
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trial began on 8 January 1999, with a team of 13 
republicans prosecuting and Clinton defended “ : 2 i 
by Cheryl Mills, who proved to be a formidable Through It all, he haa. maintained the 
opponent. As the days of the trail drew on, she 1 1 1 
carefully took apart the prosecution's case, arguing affection of the public and his personal 
that the Starr report and the grand jury trial w | ] 1 d tt 
far from unbiased, and that much of the ca: dapprova rating continue to SOdI 
against him was built on testimony from those 
who it might be argued had committed perjury 
themselves. It was a circumstantial case, she 
argued, and therefore would be unwinnable. 
Lewinsky gave videotaped testimony to the 
prosecutors alongside other witnesses and, on 
12 February, the Senate voted on the Articles of 
Impeachment. Clinton had one last ace up his 
sleeve in the shape of his own party's loyalty. 
Every single Democrat senator voted to acquit the 
president and Clinton was found innocent by a vote 
of 55 to 45, meaning that he was free to remain in 
office without a blemish on his name. Through it 
all, he had maintained the affection of the public 
and his personal approval rating continued to soar, 
which might seem surprisi en the sordid and 
scandalo rama that had played out in the glare 
of the public spotlight 
Though Clinton survived, the affair undoubtedly 
had an impact that echoed long after the president 
had been acquitted in the Senate. One man who 
felt them keenly ice president, Al Gore. 
Gore had seemed like a natural successor to Clinton 
and nobody was surprised when he was named 
as the Democratic Party Candidate for the 2000 
US election. Gore, however, was following not 
only a hugely popular president, but a man whose 
scandals and dramas had exhausted the electorate. 
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As vice president to the immensely popular and 
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Gore. When the campaign for the 2000 presidency 
heated up, however, it soon became apparent that 
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Although Clinton himself enjoyed improved levels of 


was to have a devastating impact on Gore's campaign 
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from the rooftops, Gore instead attempted to return to 
family values and distance himself completely from his 
womanising colleague. His problems didn't just come 
from Bill, however. With Hillary campaigning to win 
Smo ROU ORC eA 
soaking up support, donations and benefactors who 






The Gore campaign 


What part did the Clinton scandal play in deciding Al Gore's future? 







public approval throughout the scandal, ‘Clinton fatigue’ 


Kenneth Starr,, making his case 
in the Clinton/Lewinsky affair 


Fearing he might be tainted by making too much 
of his association with Clinton, Gore went too 

far the other way and failed to capitalise on the 
administration's considerable achievements. 

Gore himself later suggested that the events of 
the Lewinsky affair had torn the enthusiasm out 
of his party stalwarts and left floating voters keen 
to try an alternative to the Democrats. Worried 
about the possible impact on his own chances if he 
allowed Clinton to join him on the campaign trail, 
Gore instead toured Democrat heartlands alone and 
when the time came to vote, those who might have 
responded to Clinton's notorious charisma turned 
their backs on his would-be successor. Perhaps if 
he had Clinton there beside him to exercise that 
infamous charm, American history might have 
looked very different. Perhaps not, though Gore 
must have wondered what could have been in the 
cold light of day as he watched George Bush Jr 
snatch the victory from beneath his very nose. 

Hillary Clinton, of course, later went on to 
lose a presidential election herself. Indeed, some 
speculated that her behaviour at the time of the 
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presidential campaign. 

Hillary's push for the Senate commanded press 
attention too, and Gore was left to fend off a challenge 
for the Democratic nomination from New Jersey senator 
Bill Bradley, who offered a totally fresh alternative to 
the Clinton regime. Although Gore won the nomination, 
the battle for the White House itself would prove to bea 
triumph too far. 
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proved too successful, though, and he famously lost a 
hotly-contested and controversial election 

Though Gore would face calls to run again in 2004 
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Lewinsky scandal might have played its part in 
her eventual defeat. For every woman that found 
her decision to stand by her man laudable, there 
was another who thought she was putting her 
own political ambition ahead of her dignity and 
had chosen to remain in a failing marriage for no 
reason other than to prolong her influence. Hillary 
later claimed that she had stayed with the man 
she loved, regardless of what had happened with 
Monica Lewin: 

Linda Tripp found herself mocked, vilified and 
ridiculed as a result of her actions against her 
friend. Fired from the Pentagon, she narrowly 
escaped prosecution for wiretapping but instead 
received a $595,000 payout from a lawsuit she 
pursued against her former employers. 

And what of Monica Lewinsky, the intern wh 
played such a major role in one of the world’s 
most celebrated and infamous political scandals? 
Monica struggled with her celebrity status and 
made attempts to carve out a name for herself in 
a number of niches, including a line of handbags, 
diet programme endorsements and media 
appearances. After removing herself from the 
spotlight and pursuing higher education in London, 
Monica emerged in 2014 as an advocate against 
cyberbullying, relating her own experiences at the 
hands of vicious critics on the burgeoning internet 
during her notorious years. 

The Clinton/Lewinsky affair was the first 
real political scandal of the internet years and 
marked a change in how such matters were 
reported. Gone was the reverential hush that 
associated presidential news, replaced by a carnival 
atmosphere that was more Hollywood than Capitol 
Hill. Now, nearly two decades later, the events 
remain fresh in the public mind, with Clinton, 
Lewinsky and that blue dress as infamous now as 
they ever were. They remain punchlines to sketch 
writer's jokes and continue to command attention 
whenever they are brought up in the public arena. 
It was a new dawn for politics, and a new dawn for 
scandal. The age of reality TV was here and with it, 
everything was fair game. 






























Once a shoo-in for president, Al Gore 
was tainted by the Clinton name 
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FRANK SINATRA 


FRANK 
SINATRA’S 
DARK SIDE 


Rumours of Sinatra's Mafia connections dogged 
his entire career and the legendary crooner 
certainly had connections to made men... 


n 1950 the US Senate convened a high-profile 

commnittee to investigate the growing problem 

of organised crime in America. Popularly 

known as the Kefauver Committee, after its 

chairman Senator Estes Kefauver, its findings 
included admissions of the FBI's failure to combat 
countrywide mob activity, leading to more than 70 
local ‘crime commissions’ to combat the Mafia at 
local level, and a nationwide Racketeer Influenced 
and Corrupt Organisations Act. Unusually for the 
time, the proceedings were televised, with more 
than 30 million viewers eagerly tuning in to watch 
the testimonies of infamous gangsters: Mickey 
Cohen, Frank Costello, Jake ‘Greasy Thumb’ Guzik 
and others. Narrowly escaping a public grilling on 
this occasion was a struggling club singer called 
Frank Sinatra. 

Council Joseph L Nellis questioned the singer in 
advance to determine his suitability for the stand, 
and the Kefauver Committee ultimately decided 
that no real purpose would be served by a Sinatra 
subpoena: his career was ailing at the time and 
the Committee generously opted not to finish him 
off by tarring him with the Mafia brush. However, 
during his questioning Sinatra nevertheless 


admitted to more than passing acquaintances with 
a significant list of made men: Lucky Luciano, 
Bugsy Siegel, Willie Moretti and Al Capone's 
cousins, The Fischetti Brothers. 

Sinatra would not escape similar hearings in 
the future. While he always denied any Mafia 
involvement, his name kept cropping up. He 
was Called before a Joint Senate-House Select 
Committee on Crime - along with his fellow Rat 
Pack performer Sammy Davis Jr - investigating 
gambling and corruption related to sport, in 1972. 
There was further public testimony, and further 
denials, in the hearings of the Nevada Gaming 
Control Board in 1981, where Sinatra was seeking 
to obtain a lucrative gambling license for his Las 
Vegas interests. They were never proven, but the 
whispers of Sinatra's intimate links to the mob 
were never silenced either. Was he really part of 
the Mafia? Or was he, as many have concluded, 
just a ‘groupie’, in love with the life but content to 
watch from the sidelines? 

Possible Mafia ties stretch back to Sinatra's 
grandfather's youth in Sicily, the Italian island 
that was the birthplace of the Cosa Nostra. 
Frank's grandfather, Francesco Sinatra, was born 
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in 1857 in the hill town of Lercara Friddi: Mafia 
heartland only about 25 kilometres (15 miles) 
from the famous town of Corleone. While there's 
no evidence that Francesco was involved in any 
dubious undertakings, he lived on the same street 
as the Luciano family, whose most famous son 
Salvatore - nicknamed Lucky - would come to be 
considered one of the fathers of organised crime in 
New York in years to come. Lucky's address book 
even contained the name of one of Francesco's 
in-laws, so it's entirely possible that Francesco and 
the Lucianos were personally acquainted. 
Francesco Sinatra emigrated to New York in 
1900 with his wife and five children. The young 
Antonino, Frank's father, became an apprentice 
shoemaker, but also worked as a chauffeur and a 
professional bantamweight boxer. He had run-ins 
with the law involving a hit-and-run accident - 
for which he narrowly escaped a manslaughter 
conviction - and for receiving stolen goods. He 
married Frank's mother Dolly in 1913, and Frank 
himself was born, an only child, two years later. 


Dolly was a midwife, known to some as Hatpin 
Dolly due to her notoriety for performing illegal 
backstreet abortions, for which she was convicted 
twice. But she was also heavily involved in local 
Hoboken and Jersey City politics, working for two 
successive mayors at a time when the boroughs 
were infamous for corruption. When she and 
Antonino opened a bar in 1917, she became well 
known for bouncing drunks on the streets with 
her ever-present billy club. 

The bar was the environment in which the 
young Frank Sinatra grew up, at a time when 
selling alcohol was illegal thanks to USA's 
Prohibition laws and, specifically, the Volstead 
Act. Frank would be doing his homework in 
the evenings in the comer of an establishment 
that could only remain in business thanks 
to his father’s bootlegging activities with the 
local gangster Waxey Gordon, who in turn was 
connected to Lucky Luciano. Hoboken, as a 
port town, was a major transit point for illicit 
alcohol shipments and Frank's uncles, Dolly's 


“The bar was the environment in which the 
young Frank Sinatra grew up, at a time when 
Selling alcohol was illegal" 
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brothers, were also heavily embroiled in the 
trade. Prohibition, perversely, was big business 
if you were on the wrong side of the law. It was 
the making of the Mafia in the United States. 
Frank's upbringing certainly wasn’t wracked with 
hardship: his family rode out the Great Depression 
of the 1930s to the extent that Dolly bought him a 
brand-new car for his 15th birthday. 

Despite his constant exposure to mob activities, 
Frank seized on a different ‘racket’ very early 
in life. He gave his first public performances 
singing along to the player piano in the Sinatra 
Bar and Grill, at the age of about eight. Misty- 
eyed tough guys would give him pocket money 
for his renditions of sentimental popular songs 
of the day, and a future star was born. His first 
professional break as a singer came in 1935 when 
he was 20, as a member of local singing group The 
Hoboken Four (they were a trio until Dolly leaned 
on them to let Frank join). This led to years of 
singing in clubs and bars in New York and around 
the country: an occupation in which fraternising 
with mobsters and their bosses would have been 
completely unavoidable. Organised crime went 
hand-in-hand with the bar business, and even 
after Prohibition ended, the mob remained silent 
partners in many businesses. They were also 
heavily involved in the music industry, controlling 
most of the jukeboxes nationwide, and therefore 
dictating what records would be successful. 


Sinatra's rap sheet 


CRIME: STREET FIGHTS 


Sinatra was a skinny child known for his singing and 
eee (oR OR Re oe 
life that he saw plenty of delinquent juvenile action. 
His teeth, he said, were straightened not by a dentist 
but in a punch-up, and the scar above his nose was 
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| VERDICT | Sinatra fed the experiences into his 


personal mythology: a tough kid who grew up on the 
mean streets. 


CRIM OOTLEGGING 


The Sinatras ran a bar during Prohibition, so 
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and bootleggers. It's hard to imagine that Frank, 
right in the middle of it all, didn't help out his 
father and uncles with liquor runs on at least 

some occasions. 


| VERDICT | His family had run-ins with the law, 


but Frank was never implicated and the bar business 
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CRIME: ADULTERY 
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caught in a compromising position with a married 
woman - never publicly identified - in north New 
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the charges were dropped, but still had to pose for 
a mugshot. 


CRIME: DODGING THE DRAFT 


Sinatra avoided having to join the US armed forces 
during the Second World War, and a persistent 
rumour suggested that he'd paid a $40,000 bribe 

to doctors in New Jersey to be declared unfit for 
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decadent high life of a superstar. 


| VERDICT | ae Rem ee elt eer] 


that Sinatra had been legitimately rejected due to a 
perforated eardrum and ‘mental instability’, but the 
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CRIME: ASSAULT 


In 1947, while having dinner at Ciro's in Los Angeles, 
Sinatra allegedly punched newspaper columnist Lee 
Dien an ae eae UR RU eee CLO] 
walked past his table, Mortimer made a reference 

to his Italian ancestry and his links with the Mafia, 
receiving a punch on the jaw for his troubles. 


| VERDICT | Sinatra had to go to court where 


he pleaded not guilty and was released on bail. The 
charges were dropped before the trial when, it was 
reported, Sinatra paid $9,000 to settle. Rumours 
of him using his fists to end disputes followed him 
throughout his career. 
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“Saloons are not run by the Christian 
Brotherhood”, Sinatra hedged in later life. “A lot of 
guys were around that had come out of Prohibition 
and ran pretty good saloons. I worked in places 
that were open. They paid. They came backstage. 
They said hello. They offered you a drink. If Saint 
Francis of Assisi was a singer and worked in 
saloons he'd have met the same guys. That doesn't 
make him part of something...” 

Sinatra enjoyed a very good year in 1939 - he 
had a contract with bandleader Tommy Dorsey, 

a hot enough act for Sinatra's national profile to 
be hugely increased. In his first year with Dorsey, 
Sinatra recorded more than 40 songs and topped 
the charts for two solid months with I'll Never 
Smile Again. But Sinatra's relationship with 
Dorsey was a troubled one, and their parting in 
1942 began the first public rumblings of Sinatra’s 
possible Mafia connections. 





With his profile on the increase, Sinatra was 
keen to go solo, but Dorsey refused to release 
him from a contract that still had years to 
tun. This put Frank in a difficult position; he 
was being well-paid but his career was not his 
own. If he broke his contract he would owe 
considerable chunks of his income to Dorsey for 
the next decade: a clause Sinatra naturally found 
unsavoury. Lawyers desperately searched in vain 
for any loopholes in the deal that would allow 
Sinatra to walk free, and it looked like Dorsey 
would keep his biggest star. However, he was 
quickly persuaded to change his mind. Sinatra 
always denied it, but Dorsey's version of the story 
was that he found himself visited by Willie Moretti 
and two sharp-suited henchmen. “Willie fingered 
a gun and told me he was glad to hear I was 
letting Frank out of our deal”, Dorsey recalled. “I 
took the hint.” 

The young crooner made the most of his 
opportunity and the next few years saw 
‘Sinatramania’ grip the US, as the singer recorded 
hit after hit, played to sell-out crowds, caused 
near-riots wherever he went, became a ubiquitous 
presence on television and launched a film 
career. There was also resentment, though, as 
with the advent of World War II, he somehow 
avoided military service. Rumours were rife that 
he had paid his way out of the war - although 
the FBI never found any evidence of this - while 
other sources suggest he was deemed unfit on 
psychological grounds and because of a perforated 
eardrum. Whatever the reason, pictures of him 
at home, cigarette in one hand and drink in the 
other, surrounded by beautiful women and living 
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JFK: Sinatra's 
crush 


How the performer's all 
helped the president 
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John F Kennedy and Frank Sinatra first met at a 
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and in the hostelries of society nightlife, where 
Sinatra was known to occasionally set Kennedy up 
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to use his own Mafia links to help his son's campaign, 
so allegedly asked John’s new best friend to be an 
intermediary. Sinatra was more than happy to oblige, 
so he helped to convince mob boss Sam Giancana to 
employ ‘persuasive methods’ to deliver Illinois and 
West Virginia to Kennedy's cause in the Democratic 
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soon began to distance himself from Sinatra, realising 
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Kennedy snubbed him at his Palm Springs home, 
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he went around his house smashing his treasured 
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Democrat, Sinatra switched his allegiance to the 
Republicans in later years. 
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The Rat Pack 


The name ‘Rat Pack’ was first given to a group of New 
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to themselves by that moniker, preferring the Summit 
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than performing as a formal group. 
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Night, It was a Very Good Year, I've Got 
TRU ee ORCL 
Fly Me To the Moon, New York New York 
WORST MOMENT: attempted to commit 
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TOU CU parents replaced by Clint Eastwood 
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Py 
Dean Martin 
Bieta grta cog 
ey hearer eae 
Somebody, Memories Are Made of This, 
That's Amore, You Belong To Me, Ain't 
Tela eh dre aR hares 
WORST MOMENT: walking off the 
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nothing more than apple juice. 


Sammy Davis Jr 


Singer/dancer/actor 
US ars dr 
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WORST MOMENT: the car accident that 
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Rat Pack colleagues. 


: 
Joey Bishop 
Actor/comedian 
Se ee 
Easter Parade, Ocean's Eleven (film) 
WORST MOMENT: His 1960s talk show 
The Joey Bishop Show lasted only two 
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Carson's famous Tonight Show. 
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the Rat Pack; he died in 2007. 
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Actor/producer 
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Easter Parade, Ocean's Eleven (film) 
WORST MOMENT: Falling out with Sinatra 
REA Ce le acl) 
to intercede using his family connections 
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DID YOU KNOW?: Lawford married Patricia Kennedy, mak- 
ing him John F Kennedy’s brother-in-law. 
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“When Mafia fortunes 
were being invested 
in making Las Vegas 
the gambling capital 
of the world, Sinatra 

was an important 
pawn in their game" 


the superstar lifestyle, did not endear him to those 
in uniform and their families. 

However, that controversy was a drop in the 
ocean compared to the furore that erupted when 
Sinatra was photographed in Cuba in 1947 at a 
mob celebration for Lucky Luciano’s release from 
jail. The incriminating pictures showed Sinatra 
with his arm around Luciano on a hotel balcony; 
with Luciano at a Havana nightclub; and with the 
Fischetti Brothers at the airport, disembarking a 
plane with a case in hand. Why would he have 
been carrying his own luggage? Comedian and 
movie star Jerry Lewis (the former partner of Rat 
Pack lieutenant Dean Martin) later alleged that 
Sinatra used to carry money for the mob. Sinatra 
claimed the case was full of art supplies, and 
that he couldn't have physically carried the $2 
million he was accused of trafficking out of the 
US. Journalist Norman Mailer quickly established 
that considerably more than $2m fits easily in an 
attaché, debunking ‘Old Blue Eyes’ argument. 

If there was doubt about what was in the 
case, Sinatra's presence at the mob shindig was 
inarguable. Sinatra was close to Joe Fiscetti, who 
was a talent agent for mob-owned clubs all over 
the US, and had agreed to the impromptu Havana 
trip while holidaying with his wife Nancy across 
the water in Miami. Once in Cuba, Sinatra claimed, 
he learned the embarrassing truth that he was 
ensconced at a Mafia convention, and reasoned 
it would be impolite - not to say dangerous - to 
make excuses and leave. He stayed and performed 
for the goodfellas, but several witnesses confirmed 
that he displayed little reserve in accepting the 






Sinatra (second from 
left) posing with a group 
Bote Bre oes 


mob's hospitality, which included hotel-room 
orgies with ‘planeloads'’ of call girls. It was as if 
Sinatra felt right at home, and many of his Havana 
acquaintances would remain with him during his 
later Las Vegas years. 

Before the glittering lights of Vegas and the 
Rat Pack years, though, came the doldrums, as 
Sinatra's star began to wane in the US, outshone 
by younger up-and-comers like teen heartthrob 
Eddie Fisher. Sinatra, now in his thirties, failed to 
launch the successful television career he'd hoped 
for, and actually attempted suicide in 1951. But he 
achieved one of the greatest comebacks of all time 
when he landed a role in the 1953 movie From 
Here To Eternity, for which he won an Oscar for 
Best Supporting Actor for playing Angelo Maggio, 
a down on his luck Italo-American GI. Once again, 
evidence suggests he didn’t achieve that success 
entirely on merit. The head of Columbia Studios, 
Harry Cohn, had been adamant that Sinatra would 
not be cast in the film, until a phone call from 
gangster Johnny Roselli persuaded him it was in 
his best interests after all. The alleged episode was 
the inspiration for Mario Puzo in his novel The 
Godfather, for the part in which studio head Jack 
Woltz is terrorised into casting Johnny Fontane in 
his movie by a horse's head being left in his bed - 
Roselli's display of power was less overt but, it is 
alleged, just as impactful. 

Having helped Sinatra revive his career, it was 
unlikely that the mob would let him out of their 
clutches. FBI director J Edgar Hoover famously 
described Sinatra as having a “hoodlum complex", 
and it's clear that he relished the dark glamour 


"Misty-eyed tough guys would give 
him pocket money for his renditions of 
sentimental popular songs of the day" 


of associating with gangsters and criminals. The 
reality though was that he was as much in thrall 
to the Mafia as he would have been to Tommy 
Dorsey if he'd failed to break his contract all 

those years ago. When they asked him for free 
performances in support of one of their causes 

he would jump to oblige, and in 1953 when Mafia 
fortunes were being invested in making Las Vegas 
the gambling capital of the world, Sinatra was an 
important pawn in their game. If Vegas was to 
attract visitors, it needed star attractions Sinatra 
was to be a regular fixture at the mob-run Sands 
Hotel and Casino, in return for a two per cent stake 
in the operation. This was big business. 

The Sands became his home away from home 
until the late-1960s, and in the mid-1970s another 
incriminating photograph would haunt him 
through the media: he was snapped backstage 
at the mob-built Westchester Premier Theatre in 
New York, with his arm around crime boss Carlo 


Gambino. The FBI kept a file open on Sinatra for 
five decades until his death in 1998. 

Sinatra dressed like a gangster, talked like a 
gangster, behaved like a gangster, grew up around 
gangsters and fraternised with gangsters. Perhaps 
the greatest irony is that he was never actually 
a made man. His relationship with the mob was 
clearly beneficial to both sides: Sinatra got fame 
and fortune and the mob had a tame star who 
could be used to boost their coffers and shore up 
their investments when necessary. If Sinatra was 
instrumental in establishing Las Vegas, Las Vegas 
was equally important in his 1950s comeback, 
but while the singer was clearly starstruck by the 
mob, it’s unclear whether the mob was similarly 
dazzled, or simply saw Sinatra as expedient as 
long as he behaved. “I'd rather be a don for the 
Mafia than president of the United States,” is a 
quote often attributed to the singer. If that's true, it 
seems that he never really got His Way after all. 


Where the Mafia's tentacles 
reached 


Showbiz 


Mm Ue mie Dm ele =a} 
USA's show-business industry it was 
vitable that the Mafia would be 

Taye Mena) (eRe) 

In the first half of the 20th century 
their ownership of nightclubs in 
places like Las Vegas and New York 
meant practically every famous 
name in music at some point played 
in mob-owned establishments, and 
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which records would be successful. 
They maintained a presence in 
Hollywood for some years too, 
extorting studios for protection. 
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even became producers. 


Gambling 


Teel oe 

the Mafia obviously owned a large 
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still maintained a presence, not least 

in Las Vegas. The state of Nevada 
decriminalised gambling in 1931, 
effectively making it the gaming capital 
of the whole country. Gangsters such as 
Bugsy Siegel, Lucky Luciano and Meyer 
Lansky rushed to cash in, either building 
Tac oR eR CRU 
Sahara, the Sands and the Flamingo. 


Industry 


One of the American Mafia’s most 
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union leaders were habitually 
threatened and paid off, meaning 
the Mafia could essentially control 
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or stopping work if developers and 
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completely halted construction and 
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is why trade unions, which exist to 
protect workers’ rights, are to this 
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Politics 
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they had an easier time getting on 
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society. In fact the mob have even 
occasionally involved themselves in 
presidential elections. Gangster Sam 
Giancana is thought to have played 
a large part in delivering significant 
cam Mee my 
Democratic campaign for eventual 
president John F Kennedy. 











FRANK SINATRA 


Sinatra's wise 
guy friends 


Willie Moretti was the underboss of the 
Genovese crime family, and cousin of its boss 

Frank Costello. He was Sinatra's godfather (in the 
christening sense) and helped the young Frank to get 
out of his restrictive early contract with bandleader 
Tommy Dorsey. 


Joe Fischetti (or ‘Joe Fish’) was a long- 
standing friend, chaperone and bodyguard of 
Sinatra’s. Joe and his brothers Rocco and Charles, 
with whom Sinatra was also well acquainted, were 
mobsters with the Chicago Outfit, and cousins to the 
legendary gangster Al Capone. 


Lucky Luciano was the first official boss of the 
Genovese family, and unofficially the godfather of 
the entire New York Mafia, responsible for splitting 
New York into the famous Five Families. Sinatra was 
photographed at Luciano’s prison-release party in 
Cuba in 1947, 


Johnny Roselli (‘Handsome Johnny’) 
was a gangster for the Chicago mob. He became 
particularly active in Hollywood where he ran 
extortion rackets and gambling operations. He 
strong-armed Columbia Studios head Harry Cohn into 
giving Sinatra his Oscar-winning role in From Here To 
Eternity, and was even a Hollywood film producer 
himself for a time! 


Carlo Gambino was the boss of the incredibly 
successful Gambino family. Along with Luciano, he 
was instrumental in setting up the Five Families, and 
particularly in replacing the “boss of bosses” with 
amore democratic "Commission" of the five family 
heads. Sinatra was photographed with his arm around 
him after a concert in 1976. 
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WATERGATE 


_ WATERGATE 


The events that brought down a US president 
and changed the political lexicon forever 


ith beads of sweat forming at his brow, 
the president of the United States looks 
straight down the lens of a television 
camera and says defiantly: “I'm not a 
crook." The president, Richard Nixon, is 
in the middle of an hour-long televised question- 
and-answer session with over 400 journalists. 
That the leader of the world's foremost superpower 
is forced to make such an astonishing statement 
shows the scale of a scandal that has spread like 
wildfire through the White House. It will lead to 
the first and only resignation of an incumbent 
president to date and become the defining political 
misdemeanour of the 20th century. 

So seismic is Watergate that the last syllable will 
be added as a suffix to any public series of events 
deemed scandalous, yet the origins are seemingly 
small-fry in comparison to many political 
controversies - a burglary at the Watergate Hotel, 
the site of the Democratic National Committee. 

At the time Richard Nixon delivers the quote, 
late in 1973, the walls are beginning to close around 
him, yet it will take almost another year for the 
president to tender his resignation following a 
‘death by a thousand cuts’ that sees allies and aides 
resigning or cast ruthlessly aside. Days before Nixon 
resigns, beleaguered and facing impeachment, 
he consults an old colleague, Henry Kissinger, 
on his options. Seeing a broken man in torment 
at the prospect of only the second presidential 
impeachment and a potential criminal trial, 
Kissinger tries to console Nixon and even accedes 
to his request that the pair of them get down on 
their knees and pray. That it has come to this is 
an indication of the devastating nature of the 
revelations over a dirty-tricks campaign that struck 
at the heart of the White House. 

18 months earlier, on 17 June 1972, five men 
had been arrested by police on the sixth floor of 
the Watergate Hotel building in Washington, DC. 
Noticing that a number of doors have been taped 
open to prevent them from locking, a security 


guard called the police. All five were arrested 

and found to have connections with the CIA and 
a group that raised funds for the re-election of 
Richard Nixon, the Committee for the Re-Election 
of the President (CRP), often satirically abbreviated 
to CREEP. 

Nixon is a familiar face, having been a vice 
president to Dwight Eisenhower between 1952 
and 1960 and previously unsuccessfully fighting 
John F Kennedy for the White House. During a 
debate, the future president falls foul of a relatively 
new medium in political campaigning - while 
voters listening on the radio believe that Nixon has 
triumphed, television viewers are won over by JFK's 
good looks and charm; they are equally dismayed 
by Nixon's hunched shoulders, jowly appearance 
and sweaty brow. But, having narrowly won the 
presidency in 1968, Nixon wins by a landslide in 
1972 and enjoys approval ratings of more than 70 
per cent - almost unheard of for a president in his 
second term. 

However, Nixon deploys an array of dubious 
techniques to smear opponents. The CRP becomes 
a de facto intelligence organisation engaged in 
dirty campaigns against potential rivals: bugging 
offices, seeking material that could be used against 
opponents and attempting to prevent leaks to the 
media. While the CRP is technically and officially 
a private fundraising group, its existence and true 
nature is known to several federal government 
employees and Nixon himself - while he is aware 
that the CRP gathers intelligence on his rivals and 
administration's enemies, conversations reveal that 
he is either unaware of the scale of their activities or 
simply chooses not to know. 

The five men arrested at the Watergate were 
likely there either to recover bugs that had been 
left on the telephone of senior Democrats or install 
new surveillance equipment but originally little 
significance is ascribed to the break-in. When the 
Washington Post's rookie reporter Bob Woodward 
is sent to a local courthouse to cover the story, 
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The reason the Watergate burglaries remained shrouded 
in mystery for decades was the conflicting reports from 
IRV LACLUCM 9-1 CHINO) NY -1e ol melTUaLe soa NV{e) Le) 
in the burglaries - including prominent members of 

the White House Plumbers, a covert intelligence group 
acting with the tacit approval of Nixon - were working 
on behalf of Nixon, whether the president was aware of 
the specific activities or not. That Nixon learned about 
Watergate and sought a cover-up is beyond dispute. 
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greatest ideological foes of the time - was funding 

the rival Democratic Party or that people in the upper 
echelons of government were keen to smear or bug 
Democratic bigwigs or retrieve previously installed 


he discovers that the five men are no ordinary 
burglars, being found with unusually advanced 
bugging equipment and a surprisingly high- 
powered attorney. One of the men, James McCord, 
admits that he has previously worked for the CIA 

- Woodward connects him to E Howard Hunt and 
Charles Colson using phone books belonging to the 
men. Colson will claim that upon hearing of the 
arrests the day after they took place, Nixon hurled 
an ashtray at the wall in fury. 

Hunt is another CIA operative with a colourful 
background - he had once been accused of 
involvement in the assassination of JFK; anecdotal 
evidence implies he may have been in Dallas at the 
time of the killing - and at the time was working 
for the White House Plumbers, a shadowy group 


"He is told that the 


scandal originates in 
the White House’ 


that worked to prevent classified information being 
leaked to the media from the Nixon administration. 

While the existence of the Plumbers - 
comprising a heady mix of CIA operatives, 
Republican aides and assorted security personnel 
- is known to Nixon, the extent of their activities is 
initially kept from him by senior staff. The group 
had come into existence from a desire to punish 
and undermine the Republicans’ enemies - a 
memo from 1971 suggested the group use any 
federal machinery “to screw our political enemies” 
~ but the line between what constitutes enemies 
of America, the Nixon administration and the 
Republican Party becomes hopelessly blurred. 
Colson is a special counsel, essentially a lawyer, 
and Woodward realises that he, unlike Hunt, is a 
genuine link between the Watergate burglary and 
upper echelons of the White House. 

In 1972, Woodward is teamed with another 
reporter, Carl Bernstein, and the pair is urged to 
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classified documents being leaked to the press 
degenerated into a dirty-tricks campaign against political 
opponents that was as widespread as it was inept. 

No definitive motive has ever come to light, with 

even those involved seemingly evasive or confused - 
perhaps due to the passage of time, the desire to paint 
fee el EERE tule Lemee Cue ely 
Url ese R Aue Rela nen eal 
biggest US political scandal of the 20th century. Perhaps 
the old maxim about absolute power rings truest here, 
PN hte eee ere neve Lae 
the president approved the cover-up simply because 
they could 


develop the story by the Post's executive editor. 
Woodward contacts an FBI source he has previously 
used, and using an elaborate system of signals 

and instructions he is told that the scandal 
originates in the White House. The source is 
teferred to as Deep Throat. 

When Hunt, G Gordon Liddy and the five 
burglars are indicted on federal charges relating to 
the burglary, Hunt demands money from the CRP 
and White House to support the seven’s legal fees 
- essentially hush money. They are all convicted 
in early-1973 and given stiff sentences, reflecting 
Judge John Sirica’s belief that the men are lying 
about their external help. The president announces 
that a full investigation has occurred and found 
no evidence of wrongdoing - while in fact no 
investigation has taken place. In his announcement, 
Nixon says: “I can say categorically that his 
investigation indicates that no one on the White 
House staff, no one in this administration, presently 
employed, was involved in this very bizarre 






The journalists Bob Woodward (left) 
and Carl Bernstein - their investigation 
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The Watergate Hotel, the 
beginning of the end for Nixon 





incident. What really hurts in matters of this sort is 
not the fact that they occur, because overzealous 
people in campaigns do things that are wrong. 
What really hurts is if you try to cover it up." 

The words will prove to be prescient. Payments 
to the jailed men create a paper trail that implicates 
senior figures in the administration. Woodward 
deduces that the chief of staff, HR Haldeman and 
Attorney General John Mitchell are also implicated. 

































WATERGATE 


Deep Throat claims the Watergate break-in was 
masterminded by Haldeman and also states that 
the lives of the two reporters may be in jeopardy: 
Woodward and Bernstein press on regardless and 
write a book, All The President's Men, later turned 
into a film, about their experience of the scandal. 
While Woodward and Bernstein are busy 
uncovering the paper trail to the White House, 
another revelation will prove just as disastrous for 
Nixon. James McCord sends a letter to Judge Sirica 
in March 1973, explaining that he has perjured 
himself, alleging orders from high up in the White 
House. In March, Nixon gets a lengthy rundown 
from John Dean on the scale of the dirty-tricks 
campaign and how the Watergate burglary came to 
happen. Nixon listens, appalled, as Dean recounts 
the web of deceit in which many of his staff are 
trapped - Dean's prognosis is grim: “We have a 
cancer, close to the Presidency, that's growing. 
It's growing daily. It's compounding, it grows 
geometrically now because it compounds itself.” 
An exasperated Nixon sighs his way through 
Dean's prognosis, which reveals illegal activities, 
blackmail and perjury on a grand scale. It is clear 
the chain is only as strong as its weakest link - 
and those are cropping up everywhere as the net 
tightens. Asked about his personal feelings on 
the matter, Dean replies he is not confident the 
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Campaign Activities opened its investigation 
into the Watergate scandal on 17 May, 1973 


“Nixon is a suspicious individual 
and sees conspiracies against 
him everywhere" 


ey Pree Meee ltd burglars 
and their lawyer, 9 January, 1973 


Timeline of a scandal 


17 March 1973 13 July 1973 24 July 1974 t B 1 January 1975, 
Watergate burglar James Alexander Butterfield, a former Nixon is ordered c & John N Mitchell, John 
McCord writes a letter to Judge presidential secretary, reveals to hand over tapes ‘ & Ehrlichman and HR Haldeman 


John Sirica, claiming that he 
lied during trial and that the 
burglary had involved other 
government officials. 


that all conversations and 
telephone calls in White House 
offices have been covertly 
taped since 1971. 


to investigators. 
Congress begins 
impeachment 
proceedings. 


aim 


are convicted of conspiracy, 
obstruction of justice and 
perjury. All three serve 
prison sentences. 








1972 


@ 17 June 1972 
The White House 
Plumbers are 
arrested in the 
Democratic 
National Committee 
offices at the 
Watergate Hotel. 





3 June 1973 
John Dean 

tells Watergate 
investigators that 
he has discussed 
the cover-up 
with Nixon at 
least 35 times. 





3 August 1974 

The Smoking Gun tape, 
including a conversation 
between Nixon and 
Haldeman formulating 


Opinion quickly turns 
against Nixon. 


9 August 1974 
Nixon resigns the 
presidency. Vice 
President Gerald 
Ford becomes 
president for the 
rest of the term, 
until 1977. 


the cover-up, is released. 


1977 


4May 1977 @ 

Nixon gives his first 
major interview 

about Watergate with 
journalist David Frost; 
this interview would be 
dramatised in the 

film Frost/Nixon. 
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administration can ride it out. Even Dean himself 

is starting to feel the pressure and can't shake the 
impression that he is being set up as a scapegoat. He 
is probably correct: Nixon fires Dean, who turns star 
witness for the prosecution, and the president rolls 
the dice and gambles by disposing of some of his 
most trusted lieutenants, asking for the resignation of 
both Haldeman and Ehrlichman. Richard Kleindienst 
also resigns. 

Coincidentally, at around this time, confirmation 
hearings begin for installing L Patrick Gray as 
permanent director of the FBI. During the hearings, 
Gray reveals that he has provided daily updates 
on the Watergate investigation to the White House 
and alleges that John Dean has “probably lied” to 
FBI investigators, enraging the White House. It is 
subsequently revealed that Gray has disposed of 
some of the contents of a safe belonging to Hunt - 
drawing the FBI into a web of deceit along with the 
CIA, the federal government and the Republican 
Party - forcing his resignation in April 1973. In just a 
few turbulent weeks Nixon had lost his three most 
trusted lieutenants, his attorney general and the head 
of the FBI. By May, more people disapprove than 
approve of Richard Nixon's presidency and a month 
later the Watergate hearings are being televised; 


"Nixon iS a SUSPICIOUS 
individual who has 
few real friends’ 


viewers see John Dean tell investigators that he had 
discussed the cover-up with Nixon at least 35 times. 
Although Nixon can plausibly deny knowledge of the 
CRP campaigns and protect himself by firing staff, 
things are about to get much worse for the president. 

Nixon is a suspicious individual who has few 
real friends and sees conspiracies against him 
everywhere. Given to brooding behaviour and capable 
of vulgar outbursts and ruthless behaviour, the 
president will later acknowledge that the American 
people knew little of his real personality. This side of 
his personality was to be his undoing. Known only 
to a few individuals, Nixon has had secret recording 
equipment installed in the Oval Office, Cabinet 
Room and his private office in the White House. The 
resulting tapes are vital in proving his knowledge of 
- and active participation in - the Watergate cover-up 
and wider culpability in allowing his aides to commit 
behaviour both immoral and illegal. 

Nixon has been at the sharp end of American 
politics for decades. He has made powerful friends 
and enemies alike and learned how to play dirty, 
even ordering tax investigations on Kennedy and 
1972's Democratic presidential candidate, Hubert 
Humphrey. On the tapes, Nixon is heard to remark: 
“Tcan only hope that we are, frankly, doing a little 
persecuting. Right?” 

In the run-up to the presidential election of 1972, 
when it looks like Ted Kennedy - brother of JFK - will 








Nixon's web of lies 


The comp 
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ng general ; 


Richard 
Kleindienst 
Kleindienst became aware of 
Watergate when G Gordon 
Liddy told him while playing 
golf that the break-in had 
originated within the CRP and 
that he should arrange for the 
“+... burglars’ release. He resigned 
the same day John Dean 
was fired and Haldeman and 
Ehrlichman quit. 


AfiVgavecye Cle) Ceuiod 
Mark Felt 
The identity of ‘Deep Throat’ 
was one of the greatest political 
mysteries - until 2005, when Felt 
announced that he was journalist 
Bob Woodward's source. Felt had 
been the FBI's associate director 
in 1973 and was repeatedly 
passed over for the job of 
director by Nixon. 


CRP Security 


James McCord 

A former CIA agent who acted as the 
security coordinator for the CRP. He was 
arrested at the Watergate complex and 
later informed Judge John Sirica that he * 
had perjured himself at the trial and that 

he had been ordered to carry out the 
break-in by senior White House figures. 


Rrosvaensocl 
John Mitchell 


Mitchell was a personal friend 
and partisan colleague of 
Nixon's who was rewarded 
with the job of attorney 
general in 1969. A great 
believer in law and order, 
Mitchell was heavily involved 
in the so-called White House 
Horrors - a term he coined - of 
Nixon's presidency, okayed the 
Watergate burglary and had 
form in threatening journalists. 
Mitchell was found guilty of 
conspiracy, obstruction of 


justice and perjury and served 
a 19-month sentence. 


White House liaison 
Gordon Liddy 


Liddy was instrumental in forming 
the White House Plumbers and was 
responsible for many dirty-trick 
schemes. Liddy supervised the break- 
ins at the Watergate and acted as the 
chief liaison to the White House. He 
received a stiff 20-year sentence for 
his role but served only four and a half. 


Bernard Barker 
A Cuban emigrant who had 
served in the US armed forces 
and probably worked for both 
the FBI and CIA at various 
times, Barker was an early 
recruit to the White House 
Plumbers and served one 
year in jail for his part in the 
Watergate break-in. 
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Vice pesca 


Gerald Ford 
Ford had found himself 

surprisingly promoted following 
the resignation of Spiro Agnew 

in 1973. Within a year he had 

become president. One of his 
first acts was to pardon Nixon. 
He lost to Jimmy Carter in the 

1977 presidential elections. 





Frank Sturgis 

Supposedly implicated in the 
assassination of JFK and the Cuban 
Revolution, Sturgis had long 
known E Howard Hunt. He was 
one of the five men arrested while 

burgling the Watergate. Sturgis was 

jailed for his part in the break-in 

and later made lurid allegations 
about Kennedy's assassination. 
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Bob Woodward 

\\ Woodward covered the trial of the 
five Watergate burglars, initially 
unaware of the significance. With 
coaxing from his editor and help 
from Carl Bernstein he was able to 

piece together a paper trail that was 
instrumental in exposing the White 
House's campaign of dirty tricks. 














Robert Bork 

Bork was solicitor 

general when both the 
attorney general and 
deputy attorney general 
resigned over a refusal 

to sack Watergate Special 
Prosecutor Cox. Bork later 
claimed that Nixon promised 
him a Supreme Court position 
if he carried out this order. 
He complied but Nixon didn't 
fulfil his part of the deal. 
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White House aide 
HR Haldeman 


Haldeman was a tough White 
House aide who acted to block 
access to the president and 
protect his interests. Alongside 


Ehrlichman, he formed an : f th 
impassable shield: as a result Nixon, one of the Watergate 
Seven found guilty of 


ie bal became Know) ss the : obstruction of justice and p DY MAEICL CLs 


‘Berlin Wall’ - a reference to their 


activities and Germanic names. who sentenced to seven ‘ to ae eet de mt 


months in prison. Following 
his release Colson found 


God, donating all his “ Butterfield 

subsequent fees to ctrarity. John Sirica Butterfield was responsible 
John Sirica’s presided over the trial of for the operation of the secret 
the Watergate burglars - handing out taping system, which Nixon had 

tough sentences in order to coerce installed in the White House. 

admissions from them that they acted His deposition was crucial in 

in concert with others. He later ordered establishing the existence of 
Nixon to hand over tapes of White the system - and the tapes that 

House conversations to Archibald Cox. sealed Nixon's fate. 


Charles Colson 
A lawyer who worked for 








Diaries: ltekaeltnecie CIA agent FBI director 
John Dean Patrick Gray 






Howard Hunt 















Dean was referred to as the ‘master Hunt had been drafted Gray was nominated to succeed 
manipulator of the cover-up’ by the into Nixon's unofficial Hoover as head of the FBI but 
FBI, He turned on Nixon and became investigations unit - the resigned after less than a year on the 
the star witness for the prosecution White House Plumbers - job. Underestimating its significance, 
at the Senate Watergate Committee charged with fixing ‘leaks’ Gray had destroyed evidence from 
hearings and pleaded guilty to a single to the media. He was a safe belonging to E Howard Hunt. 
felony count after suspecting that he involved in the planning of When the scale of the conspiracy 
was being set up as a scapegoat. Dean the Watergate burglaries became clear to him he resigned and 
had destroyed evidence following and sentenced to over 30 spent years trying to clear his name. 





the Watergate burglary arrests and 
received a prison sentence, despite his 
co-operation. In later life he became a 
Critic of the Republican Party. 


months in prison. 


‘ SS a 
Chief domestic advisor } 
John Ehrlichman 


Ehrlichman ensured that Nixon was protected A 
from unnecessary attention and worked as CRP chairman 
White House counsel before moving to a role 7 
as chief domestic advisor. From this position : Maurice Stans 
Ehrlichman launched vicious assaults on the : Stans was allegedly responsible 
president's enemies and created the White \ y for raising large amounts of cash 
House Plumbers. He had worked with Nixon : in donations that Nixon kept in a 
for over a decade - initially on his unsuccessful Director of CRP White House safe. Stans denied 
1960 presidential bid - and never forgave any knowledge of Watergate and, 
Nixon for the lack of a presidential pardon. He ~* though indicted for perjury and 


served 18 months in prison and died in 1999. obstruction of justice, he was 
: : - acquitted the following year. 












Jeb Magruder 
Magruder served as a special 
assistant to the president 
until the spring of 1971, when 









he left to manage the CRP. 
Archibald Cox He was heavily involved in 
st Watergate and alleged that 

A respected lawman, Cox was ‘i Nisba fad srr soalediss Hugh Sloan 


appointed as the first special 
prosecutor in the Watergate 
case. Learning of the existence 
of secret tapes recorded at the 
White House, Cox pressed for their 
release. Cox was eventually fired but 
left with his reputation enhanced. 


Sloan was unwittingly responsible 
for endorsing cheques that 

went to pay the White House 
Plumbers. Once Sloan discovered 
the activities of the plumbers he 
resigned and became a source for 


rats fiers Woodward and Bernstein. 


of the affair. He served seven 
months in prison. 
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POLITICAL SCANDALS 


be a potential opponent for the 1976 election, Nixon 
and his aides attempt to use the Secret Service and 
Inland Revenue Service to spy on the Democrat 
senator in the hope of discovering material they 
can use to smear him. Such operations have been 
learned over 25 years in politics - Nixon smears 
his first political opponents as communists or 
communist sympathisers during his 1946 and 
1950 Congress election runs. His nickname, 
Tricky Dicky, is devised during 1950 and he finds 
it hard to shake. Nixon also uses the shooting of 
presidential hopeful George McGovern in 1972 
as an opportunity to place a loyal man within a 
security protection detail on Ted Kennedy. The spy, 
Robert Newbrand, is to pass information back to 
the White House. “[W]e just might get lucky and 
catch this son of a bitch and ruin him for ‘76", says 
Nixon of Kennedy. 

In light of what the president knows to be 
on the tapes, July 1973 brings a bombshell that 
Nixon instantly recognises as disastrous. The aide 
responsible for the president's schedule and day-to- 
day archiving testifies that Nixon has had recording 
equipment secretly installed throughout White 
House offices. The ramifications are obvious, with 
the tapes laying bare just how widespread the use 
of dirty tricks are and how the orders frequently 
come direct from the president. 

Archibald Cox, leading the hearings, instantly 
subpoenas the tapes. Realising the gravity of 


“Public opinion turns against Nixon, with protests 
greeting the president's public appearances’ 


; Nixon met by an angry crowd while campaigning 
eam eM coroner Cl eye’ 


the situation, Nixon refuses the request, citing 
executive privilege and - for the next few months 
~- begins a high-stakes game of bureaucratic cat 
and mouse in an effort to keep the tapes in his 
possession. In October, just days after losing his 
vice president, Spiro Agnew, to an investigation 
into past corruption, Nixon astonishes his advisors 
by ordering Cox's firing - something only Elliot 
Richardson, the attorney general, could legally do. 

The president, furious at Cox's intransigence 
over refusing to accede to an offer to appoint a 
Democrat senator to listen to the tapes, rather than 
hand them over, makes it clear that he will accept 
the resignation of Richardson and Deputy Attorney 
General William Ruckelshaus if they do not sack 
Cox. On a night in October, dubbed the Saturday 
Night Massacre, Richardson refuses the order and 
promptly resigns. Having been given the same order 
by Nixon, Ruckelshaus also refuses and resigns, 
leaving Solicitor General Robert Bork to reluctantly 
carry out the order. 

Public opinion quickly turns against Nixon, 
with protests greeting the president's public 
appearances. In November, he goes on the 
offensive, delivering a televised question-and- 
answer session where he delivers the famous 
“I'm not a crook" speech. He claims the tapes will 
exonerate him, but knows that this is not the case 
and that his political manoeuvrings are merely 
buying time: his presidency is a busted flush. 
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Deep Throat? 


Bob Woodward of The Washington Post knew a source 
at the FBI who fed him regular information. When the 
Watergate scandal broke, the source was in a perfect 
position to observe the presidency and resulting 
Toot ema eel ce REE Lage ole 1d 
trae eae ore OC ROMER Ng 
Friend’ but the Post's editor, Howard Simons, renamed 
Ts er eee ROP econ ne 
the time - to protect his identity. 

Bien ee Rel) ea ral 
Woodward would move a flowerpot on the balcony 
Par Ce ke tte RP ed 
would respond by leaving a time written on the 
journalist's daily newspaper. The pair would meet in an 
underground garage in Virginia. 
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bring down the president. Woodward and colleague 
Carl Bernstein protected Deep Throat's identity for 30 
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created a media storm 
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Nixon had earlier recognised the danger the tapes 
posed and asked Haldeman to dispose of them: 
“Most of it is worth destroying”, says the president. 
“Would you like - would you do that?” Haldeman 
replies in the affirmative but crucially is not as 
good as his word, perhaps believing that if he is 
seen to be responsible for destroying the tapes he 
would make the president bulletproof and seal his 
own fate. 

In July 1974, having exhausted various means 
of preventing their release, including releasing 
transcripts and heavily redacted tapes, Nixon is 
ordered to give up the tapes to investigators and 
Congress moves to impeach the president. Any 
possibility that Nixon might hang on disappears 
in August, when a previously unheard tape is 
released. The evidence is known as the Smoking 
Gun tape. On the tape Nixon is heard advising 
Haldeman to advise the CIA to stop the FBI from 
investigating the Watergate break-in: “When you 
get in these people, when you... get these people 
in, say: ‘Look, the problem is that this will open 
the whole, the whole Bay of Pigs thing’ [..] they 
should call the FBI in and say that we wish for the 
country, don’t go any further into this case, period!" 

Opinion is divided as to what ‘the Bay of Pigs 
thing’ refers to, though the implication to the CIA 
is obvious - if they do not assist in the Watergate 
cover-up, sensitive information regarding the 
agency's role in the aborted CIA-backed invasion 
of Cuba in 1961 will be released by the White 
House. The tape constitutes authentic evidence 
that the president was involved in the Watergate 
cover-up and attempted to pressure federal 
agencies into participating. 

Senior Republicans gather to tell Nixon that 
he has no support in Congress. Ever the political 
survivor and having claimed that he would never 
tesign, even Nixon realises that he has exhausted 
his options. The president promptly resigns, 
knowing that he will be impeached if he remains 
in office. His resignation speech is broadcast 
from the White House the night before he leaves 
for his home in California. Typically, his speech 
wrongfoots many, with allusions to the difficulties 
of office and oblique mentions of wrongdoing, 
notions of duty and vague expressions of regret. 

Nixon also includes a lengthy summation 
of what he sees as his achievements in office, 
preferring them to discussions of Watergate - a 
trope that would become familiar in years to 
come. Nixon never escapes the taint of Watergate 
but he becomes a respected statesman on the 
American and global stages and wins acclaim for 
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An emotional Nixon gives his 
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his domestic and foreign accomplishments. He is 
almost immediately pardoned by his successor, 
Gerald Ford, in a move that many decry. 

Nixon avoids jail but the scale of wrongdoing 
and the depth of the unpleasantness that modern 
US politics constitute - takes voters by surprise 
and reveals those at the top of government as 
venal, vulgar, deceitful and greedy. Most of all, it 
shows US presidents to be flawed and long after his 
resignation Nixon still inspires fascination 

Upon leaving the White House, Nixon spends 
most of his time at his house in California - driving 
to a small outhouse on his golf buggy every day 
to work on his memoirs. In 1977, short of cash 
and keen to rehabilitate his reputation, he agrees 
to the now-famous series of interviews with 
journalist David Frost. The trained lawyer and 
long-serving politician initially runs rings around 
the under-prepared Frost, but on the final day of 
interview the disgraced president finally opens up 
on the Watergate scandal: “I let down the country. 
I brought myself down. I gave them a sword and 
they stuck it in. And they twisted it with relish." 

The former president may have admitted some 
culpability but he never shakes off his ardent 
belief that the ends justified the means. Nixon had 
relied on a range of dirty tricks - many illegal - to 
claim power, and then affect change as he saw it. 
The apparently insignificant burglary that brought 
down the 37th president of the United States was 
just one of the ways that he bent the law - it’s just 
that this time, he got caught. 


The aftermath 


Following his resignation Nixon cut a sorry figure. 
Inconsolable at losing the job he had coveted so deeply, 
wounded by the thought he had betrayed the American 
fel see eRe Une Roker MUO OT 
he quickly became ill and almost died. However, he 
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advice by sitting presidents and even former opponents 
like Hillary Clinton. When he died it was revealed that he 
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custom for deceased US presidents. 
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judged. Opinions vary on his efforts here and Vietnam 
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predecessor, Lyndon B Johnson. However, Nixon's work 
at home is perhaps more impressive. He forged ahead 
PUR deseo Clem eet merce pelt} 
environmental acts to protect the US ecology and 
steered a course that avoided the ideological impulses 
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Nixon strikes a strange figure among US presidents 
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conviction that the president could not be wrong 
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and United States were indivisible. He displayed the 
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his own self-image was laid bare in a quote from his 
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and blood, who strives valiantly, who errs and comes 
short again and again because there is not effort without 
error and shortcoming, but who does actually strive 

to do the deed, who knows the great enthusiasms, the 
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who at the best knows in the end the triumphs of high 
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PROFUMO 
AFFAIR 


In the swinging 1960s, did pillow talk really 
endanger the safety of the nation? 






















































n 1961, Great Britain was swinging. With the 
austerity of the war years in the past, and the 
grey 1950s dawning into a bright new era, the 
establishment was about to be shaken to its core 
by a cabinet minister and a scandalous showgirl 
The Cold War was going to get very hot indeed. 
John Profumo was a pillar of society. As 
secretary of state for war in Harold Macmillan's 
Conservative government, no man was more 
respectable. From his marriage to actress Valerie 
Hobson to a decorated and distinguished military 
career, it seemed as though 46-year-old Profumo 
had the political world at his feet. Instead, he 

was shattered by a scandal that brought the very 
government to its knees. 

The events that toppled Macmillan's 
administration were sordid, eye-opening and all 
over the tabloids. There were many players in 

the Profumo affair, but one in particular became 
infamous: the so-called femme fatale, variously 
painted as a woman on the make, the bait in a 
honey trap, or just a poor, manipulated innocent. 
She was Christine Keeler, a 19-year-old model who 
had come to London to make her mark. Little did 
she suspect just how enduring that mark would be. 
Christine's first taste of the not-so-bright lights 
of the capital came courtesy of a job as a topless 
showgirl at Murray's Cabaret Club in the heart of 
Soho. It was here that she made a fateful meeting 
with the charismatic, flamboyant Stephen Ward, a 


society osteopath whose address book was filled to 
bursting with some of the most influential names 
in Britain. Ward offered Keeler an entry into the 
highest echelons of society, and the pair became 
inseparable friends. Christine moved into Ward's 
affluent apartment at Wimpole Mews, and soon 
she was a regular fixture at parties across London, 
socialising with the great and the good, and a long, 
long way from Soho. 

The girl who had once dreamed of success was 
whisked off to Cliveden, the luxurious country 
estate of Lord Astor. It was here, emerging naked 
tom the pool with only a small towel to preserve 
her modesty, that she caught the eye of fellow 
guest Profumo. Fatefully for all, Profumo wasn't the 
only one to take a fancy to Christine. Also present 
was Yevgeny Ivanov, a Russian naval attaché, GRU 
intelligence officer and friend of Ward. Christine 
ater remembered that she spent the weekend 
fending off the amorous Profumo, even going so 
‘ar as to hide in a suit of armour to escape his 
wandering hands, but her resistance was to be 
short lived 
In fact, Ward was already informing on Ivanov’s 
movements to MI5, who hoped to use Christine to 
lure the Russian into a tasty honey trap. The British 
hoped that Ivanov's experience of the very best 
hospitality that England could offer might convince 
him to defect, and the last thing they needed was 
Profumo chasing the bait and derailing their plans. 
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Christine later claimed that she and Ivanov 
became lovers at the same time as her affair with 
Profumo, though Ivanov never confirmed or 
denied her claim. What is in no doubt, of course, 
is that she and Profumo did indulge in a short 
affair, the consequences of which have passed 
into scandalous legend. Ward was delighted, and 
encouraged his protégé to turn her pillow talk 
to matters political, briefing her to quiz Profumo 
on the status of British nuclear weapons, so that 
he could, in turn, pass that information on to his 
Soviet contacts. Rather more interested in the latest 
celebrity gossip, Christine ignored Ward's requests, 
but that would prove to be of little consequence 
when the affair became public knowledge. 

The scandal exploded when Christine began 
tempestuous affairs with Aloysius ‘Lucky’ Gordon 
and Johnny Edgecombe, two men who were a 
long, long way from Ward's glittering circle. Both 
had violent tempers and, following a knife fight 
between the two men, Christine holed up in Ward's 
home with her friend, Mandy Rice-Davies, yet 
Edgecombe was to prove terrifyingly persistent. He 
was arrested in December 1962 when he arrived at 
Wimpole Mews and discharged a gun into the door. 
With the crime reported in the papers, Christine 
inally began to sniff the celebrity lifestyle she 
dreamed of. Armed with her affair with Profumo, 
her claims to have slept with Ivanov, and stories 
of orgies and drama in Ward's inner circle, she 
egan touting her stories around Fleet Street. 
Forewarned by the News of the World, Profumo took 
legal action to prevent publication, but Christine 
promised silence only in return for an enormous 
payout. Instead, Profumo warned interested 
newspapers that any attempt to publish Christine's 
claims would result in a lawsuit, and they dutifully 
backed off. But by this point, rumours were rife in 
Westminster, and when Profumo was challenged 
y the Chief Whip, he dismissed Christine's claims 
as outright lies. In the war of words between 
minister and showgirl, the government believed the 
minister without question. 

Thwarted in her efforts to sell her story, Christine 
took her tale to the police and, as the jury in 
Edgecombe's trial waited for her to take the stand, 
went to Spain. The press was hungry to report 
the rumours of her affair with the establishment 








The Soviet spy 


The suspected Soviet spy at the heart of the affair, Yevgeny 
Ivanov (right), is a figure of James Bond-like mystery. 
Ivanov was born in 1926, and came to London as naval 
attaché to the Soviet Embassy at the dawn of the 1960s. 
By this point, he was already an officer with the GRU, Soviet 
Vee RMU 1e ANIC (one Le Ro sECe)EI 
saw him as ripe for defection. Ivanov loved life in swinging 
London and, in the company of Stephen Ward, was soon seen 
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minister yet didn't dare, so contented themselves 
with filling their pages with carefully positioned 
stories of Profumo next to those that speculated 
on the cause of Christine's disappearance. It was 
an effective strategy: soon, the two names became 
inextricably linked in the public mind 

The watershed moment came in March 
1963 when the Labour opposition asked the 
Conservative home secretary, Henry Brooke, to 
confirm or deny rumours of an unnamed cabinet 
minister's assignation with Christine Keeler. 
Fatefully, Brooke refused to comment and, amid a 
furore, Profumo was told by his party whip that he 
must make a statement to the House regarding the 
matter. In that he confirmed that he had met Ward 
and Christine and even Ivanov, but lately denied 
any whisper of impropriety, relating his threats 
of legal action should anyone make any further 
comments to the contrary. 
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price paid for pillow talk could have been very high indeed. 
When the scandal broke, Ivanov's life in London collapsed. 
His marriage was destroyed and, seeing him as a leaky vessel, 
the Soviet government froze him out of their most influential 
circles. Recalled to Moscow and a career with the Black Sea 
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his return to Russia. In 1994, he was found dead in his 
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‘[They] indulged 
in a Short affair, 
the consequences 
of which have 
passed into 
scandalous legend" 
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By now things were getting rather hot for 
Stephen Ward. He had flown too close to the 
establishment sun, it seemed, and the net was 
closing in on him. Even as Ward attempted to 
evade trouble by threatening to tell the truth of 
the Profumo affair, Christine and Mandy turned 
on their friend, and agreed to testify against him. 
With the matter of the affair now part of a major 
police investigation, Profumo had no escape, and 
he resigned his office, confessing all to his wife and 
colleagues. The press flocked to pick over the bones 
of the high-flying minister, to ask what secrets he 
might have whispered to his lover and what she, 


Ward became infamous as 
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in turn, might have muttered to her Russian lover. 
Had Profumo, the papers asked, compromised the 
security of the nation itself? 

In truth, he had not. Profumo might be a liar, 
but he was not a quisling, and Christine was not 
made for espionage. In the fallout, she was branded 
a tart on the make, Profumo was torn to shreds, 
and Ward was painted as a traitor in the pocket of 
the Soviet Union. Only Mandy seemed to flourish, 
becoming a darling of the tabloids with her 
tantalising stories of unnamed politicians indulging 
in all manner of kinky fun. Charged with living off 
the earnings of prostitution, Ward's life fell apart. 
On the day before he was found guilty, he took a 
massive overdose of sleeping pills, and died on 3 
August 1963. 

Eventually, an official enquiry by Lord Denning 
exonerated Profumo of having breached national 
security, yet in the public eye, the damage was 
absolute. In 1964 the Conservative government fell, 
shattered by the scandal of the showgirl. 

Profumo never returned to public office, and 
became a low-key yet highly respected charity 
campaigner, receiving a CBE for his work. He died 
in 2006. Christine went to prison for committing 
perjury when testifying at the trial of her former 
lover, Lucky Gordon. She emerged after six months, 
yet has never been able to escape the shadow of 
her most famous hour. She endures in the public 
eye as a femme fatale, captured forever in Lewis 
Motley’s iconic naked photo. Mandy died in 2014, 
having been a successful businesswoman, an 
actress and an author before her death in 2014. 
Ivanov's fate was less happy. Having returned to 
Russia and a career in the navy, he died in 1994. 











PROFUMO AFFAIR 


Mewes iit 
a scandal 


From stage to screen, Profumo 


has proved inspirational 


Meant) Su ele eee) eae RU era 8 
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for dramatisation. Long after the dust had settled, 
1989's scandal brought the story back to the public 
VCR R ule Ec le Relea AAC) NARS a(e <1 
Fonda as Christine and Mandy. With lan McKellen 

as a bizarrely coiffured Profumo, and John Hurt a 
Pyaar e (1a Z0 ele Ale Ca Rn a} 
enjoyed critical success even if the Profumo family 
were unhappy to have the scandal brought up after so 
LEI eles 

A different approach came from Huge Whitemore’s 
atISY AoE Na Wem mre een R en ee aLeL || 
forces Edward Fox's decrepit, outmoded Macmillan 
EMC asco auld Rem ela Loe 
shattering affair decades earlier, 

In Andrew Lloyd-Webber's 2013 musical, Stephen 
ie [re aaron eee es Ro keh) 
and tuneful retelling. Though short-lived, when the 
production closed after less than months, it left a 
collection of glowing reviews in its wake. 

Finally, William Nicholson used the Profumo 
scandal as the backdrop to his 2014 novel, Reckless. 
Spanning two decades, Reckless weaves fact and 
fiction together to create a world in which Nicholson's 
opera eR ate (a rime t)e a Rk 
alec eo 

With such glamorous and timeless ingredients, 

Pe Mule me lm Ce) cele Bn aoe ORL (Une 
its inspiration to iid Ele lalels generation of creative 
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The Profumo affair marked the dawn of the 
1960s, the challenge of a new world to old society. 
It was a watershed for press and politics alike, 
the moment in which a vicarious new type of 
celebrity emerged and went into battle against the 
established order. In the chaos, lies and confusion 
of the affair, careers were ended, and lives were 
ultimately destroyed. Profumo might have been 
innocent of spilling state secrets, but he was guilty 
of lying and, in the crucible of public opinion, he 
had damned himself and his reputation for the 
test of his life. He would not be the last politician 
to do so. 
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A Nazi, a fascist, a communist, a duchess, 
a novelist and a countrywoman - the 
Mitford sisters defined 1930s Britain 


n the years between the two world wars, 

especially during the Great Depression, public 

opinion was divided between those who 

believed fascism could help the problems 

besetting Europe, and those who espoused 
socialism as the solution. Belief in these disparate 
ideologies was often the cause of irreparable rifts 
between families. 

Lord Redesdale was probably more affected 
than most, for his home, Asthall Manor in rural 
Oxfordshire, was the site of pitched battles of 
internecine warfare. Hammers and sickles and 
swastikas were etched into his windows with 
diamond rings, appropriate flags flew either side 
of the schoolroom down the middle of which a 
line had been painted, and posters and cuttings of 
political heroes were attached to the walls, much as 
today's teenagers display pop idols. 

David Mitford, Lord Redesdale, was known as 
‘Farve’ to his six daughters - Nancy, Pam, Diana, 
Unity, Decca and Debo. They all believed they 
were barely educated, though they received an 
average education for aristocratic girls. Their only 
brother, Tom, was sent to boarding school at eight, 
naturally (‘It's different for Tom. Tom's a boy!”), 
but education for all the sisters began with the 
three Rs taught by their mother, ‘Muv’. Her 
expectations were fairly simple. By six, each had to 
be capable of reading aloud The Times leader and 
producing accounts to explain how they spent their 
pocket money. 


Once this hurdle had been achieved, they were 
duly turned over to a series of governesses, and 
although occasionally some of these teachers 
introduced a spot of shoplifting or a card game of 
Racing Demon into the curriculum, in the main 
the girls were urged to develop their ideas by extra- 
curricular reading and discussion. Fortunately, the 
girls had one of the finest libraries in the country 
in their home - inherited from their grandfather 
- and were encouraged to read freely. At first they 
enjoyed tales of adventure, but when the great 
debate began, 12-year-old Decca was likely to be 
found reading Beverly Nichols’ indictment of war 
Cry Havoc while Unity quoted from Adolf Hitler's 
Mein Kampf. They devoured newspapers and joined 
in lively debate at dinner - although on one night 
each week when they were allowed to speak only 
French, the sisters recalled it was strangely quiet. 
Nancy, the eldest child, was 16 by the time the 
youngest, Deborah (Debo), made an appearance 
in 1920, and so had the different outlook that was 
natural between an Edwardian child and one born 
into the newly minted world of the flapper, motor 
cars and women's suffrage. She was an adult and 
Debo was scarcely into double figures when the 
ideological rivalry first sprang up between their 
teenage sisters. At the time, Unity and Jessica 
(Decca) were expanding their self-education and 
expounded passionate opinions in the linen 
cupboard - the warmest place to be when they 
were not in the schoolroom, as their thrifty mother 
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did not allow fires during the daytime. It 
began comfortably enough, for of all the 
sibling relationships in the Mitford family, 
arguably the love between Unity and Decca 
was the strongest and would prove to be the 
most enduring. 

Unlikely as it seems with hindsight, Unity 
was conceived in a town called Swastika 
during a gold-mining expedition to Canada 
by her parents, was born in London on 
the eve of World War I and was christened 
Unity Valkyrie. Later, when she had become 
a virtual ‘Nazi maiden’, she would come 
to believe that these facts were not purely 

coincidental, but initially she came down on 
the side of fascism simply to oppose Decca, 
her nearest sister and best friend, who 
espoused communism. Unity triumphantly 
pointed to the wonderful improvements to 
the German economy and infrastructure 
under Chancellor Hitler (years before 

he became known as one of the most 








As arguments swirled between the teenagers, 
other members of the family became embroiled. 
The older sisters - Nancy, Pam and Diana - had 
their own beliefs. By then Nancy was part of a 
smart Oxford-educated literary set (the ‘Brideshead 
bunch’), with fashionable leftist values. Pam was 
scarcely concerned with politics and was far more 
interested in the breeding lines of pedigree cows 
Diana, however - the beauty of the family, already 
engaged to Bryan Guinness, heir of the uber-rich 
brewing family - was focusing on her trousseau 
and learning how to run her own establishment 
She thought that when you looked at what was 
happening in Germany under Chancellor Hitler, 
and what had occurred in Russia under Stalin, 
fascism was probably the more palatable of the 
two. Horse-mad Debo could never see what all the 
fuss was about. All she cared about at the time was 

hunting with the Heythrop Hunt as often as she 

could since she had a crush on the bachelor master. 

When told that he was to be married, she fainted. 

As the 1920s gave way to the 1930s, things 


Unity shows her younger sister, Decca, a book. Despite 
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loved each other dearly 






evil men in history) while Decca's Bolshevism 
represented to most the brutal murder of the tsar 
and his family. 


were changing for the sisters. Diana's nuptials 
started a rash of engagements - both Nancy and 
Pam accepted proposals that came to nothing but 
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“Unity's uncritical 
persistence led to 
her becoming a 
regular member 
of Hitler's off-duty 
inner circle" 


provoked discussion by the younger girls about 
their own ambitions for the future. Unity declared 
she intended to go to Germany and meet Hitler, 
Decca insisted she would run away and become a 
communist, and Debo thought she would rather 
like to marry a duke. To prepare, Decca opened a 
‘Running Away Account’ at Farve's bank. 

It was a few years later that everything turned 
bitter. Diana's previously happy marriage hit the 
rocks when she met and fell hopelessly in love 
with the firebrand politician Oswald Mosley. The 
ambitious Mosley was also married to the daughter 
of an earl, and he would not leave his wife, so 
Diana left Bryan and lived as Mosley's part-time 
mistress in a flat in Eton Square. The sisters were 
banned from seeing this social pariah, although 
they sometimes visited secretly. But the important 
factor of this relationship was that Mosley had 
already begun his swing to the far right of 
politics, and Diana - besotted - swung with him, 
so that she and Unity became politically aligned 
in the great debate between the sisters. When the 
LOS DELE ECO Ham eRe * sisters visited Germany in 1933, Diana and Unity 
I t attended the Nuremburg Rally, were mesmerised 

by Hitler's performance and the fanaticism of his 
followers (which seemed to be “everybody"), and 
duly agreed this was Europe's salvation. Diana 
felt Mosley would benefit from some of Hitler's 
techniques as an orator. 

Unity persuaded Muv to allow her to spend 
a year in Munich learning German, rather than 
go to Paris for French lessons as her sisters had 
done. Setting out to fulfil her ambition to meet 


Diana Mitford relaxes at home with her two sons along 


Hitler, she stalked him in 
discovered where he liked 
for lunch every day. After 


er Spare time. She 
to eat and went there 
some months, when 


he had noticed her a few times, he asked an 
aide to enquire about the identity of this tall, 
slender, blonde and blue-eyed young woman who 


could have been a model 


for his ideal of Aryan 


womanhood, and she was invited to his table. It 
did not happen instantly, but Unity’s uncritical 
persistence led to her becoming a regular member 
of Hitler's off-duty inner circle and friends with 
most of the Nazi high command. She was even 


part of the official train wl 


hen Hitler swept into 


Austria after the Anschluss. The simple secret 
of Unity's success with him, according to Diana, 


was that she made him ‘b! 





ither’ (giggle), but his 





with Unity, visiting from Germany, December 1935 


henchmen feared Unity’s influence on their leader. 
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Decca, meanwhile, had made contact 
with the family black sheep, Esmond 
Romilly. He was the nephew of Winston 
Churchill's wife Clementine (Farve's first 
cousin) and at 17 was a year younger than 
Decca. He was an ardent communist for 
which, along with bad behaviour, he was 
expelled from school. Muv would never 
have allowed Decca to visit her aunt in 
Wiltshire had she known Esmond would be 
there. But he was. Decca, already half in love 
with Esmond before they met, agreed within 
hours of being introduced to marry him and 
run away to Spain to fight Franco's fascists. 
Her running away fund came in handy. 
They kept the elopement secret for some 
weeks, as it was believed Decca was on 
holiday with the family of a girl friend. When 
the truth came out, the story made headlines 
for a month while the underage runaways were 
pursued through France and Spain with rewards 
offered for information about them. It always helps 
if one can pull a few strings and Anthony Eden 
eventually supplied passage on a navy destroyer 
for family members to travel to face the errant 
couple in a squalid bedsit in south-west France. 
But it was too late to stop the relationship; Decca 
was pregnant and so, with 
serious misgivings by 
both families, they were 
allowed to marry. Muv 
was the only family 
member present. 

When she returned 
home, Muv considered 
the disastrous family 
situation. Diana had now 
married Mosley at the 
home of Nazi propaganda 
chief Joseph Goebbels 
and his wife, Magda. 
Hitler was the guest of honour. Unity was now 
close friends with Hitler and had written some 
highly contentious anti-Semitic articles in British 
and German newspapers, duly illustrated with 
images of Unity throwing smart Nazi salutes. These 
attracted much unfavourable comment and even 
more headlines. Decca was married to Esmond, 
whom the Redesdales loathed. “Why,” Muv wailed, 
“must all my daughters fall in love with dictators?" 

By the time war broke out four years later, 
both Nancy and Pam had married, though not 
successfully, Pam never entered the political debate 
(though she was cross when animal food was 
rationed). Nancy had begun to write successfully, 
and had lined up politically with her elite left-wing 
chums. When Mosley was arrested and imprisoned 
under the infamous Rule 18b as a danger to the 
state along with ‘enemy aliens’, Nancy felt it was 
her “duty” to inform on Diana. She called on a 
senior Home Office official and told him Diana was 
at least as dangerous as Mosley, “if not more,” for 
Diana, like Unity, had become a friend of Hitler. As 
a consequence, Diana, who was breastfeeding her 
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“Diana, who was 
breastfeeding her 
12-week-old baby 
when arrested, 
spent most of the 
Wal in prison’ 


Sigmar kere ilo 
wedding day, April 19th 1941 


12-week-old baby when arrested, spent most of the 
war in Holloway Prison without charge or trial. 

Unity, because of her family connections to 
Churchill and other influential British government 
figures, as well as her unique friendship with Hitler, 
had come to believe it was her raison d‘étre to 
prevent war between the two countries she loved. 
When she failed to do so, she walked into a park 
near her flat in Munich and shot herself in the head 
with a pistol given to her by Hitler. By a miracle 
(‘a matter of millimetres,” said the doctors) she did 
not die. She was given first- 
class treatment organised 
and paid for by Hitler, and 
with the help of Prime 
Minister Churchill (strings 
again), Muv managed to 
get permission for herself 
and Debo to travel through 
wartime Europe to meet 
the private hospital train, 
also provided by Hitler, that 
conveyed Unity to Calais 
where she was taken onto 
a cross-Channel ferry. Unity 
survived her suicide attempt, but she was seriously 
brain-damaged, and died eight years later from 
meningitis associated with her head wound. 

Decca and Esmond had fled to the USA after 
their baby died of measles, but Esmond joined 
the air force when war was declared and returned 
to England. He was killed during a bombing raid 
and Decca's second child was born shortly after. 
She eventually remarried and, with her second 
husband, Bob, carried on the fight for communism 
in the USA, becoming a leading communist and 
freedom fighter. Suspected as a ringleader, she was 
questioned in the McCarthy witch-hunt trials and 
probably escaped a conviction only by hiding out 
for months. Inexplicably, although she now hated 
Diana, Decca always loved Unity and forgave her 
allegiance to Hitler. She said Unity’s death was one 
of the most traumatic things in her life (the deaths 
of her baby and Esmond being the others). 

After the war - during which their brother Tom 
was killed in action - things settled down between 
the sisters, and Diana once said it wasn't until she 
had read The Mitford Girls that she realised quite 
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how much Nancy and Decca had come to hate her. 
Had Nancy joined in the “what I want to be when I 
grow up” conve! , She would indubitably have 
said: “A successful writer.” She certainly achieved 
that, but her parents were hurt by some of her 
characterisations of them. She became rich from 
her novels and her work is never out of print. 

Debo, too, went on to achieve her childhood 
ambition. In 1941, she married Andrew Cavendish, 
younger son of the Duke of Devonshire. He was not 
destined to inherit but when his elder brother, Billy, 
was killed in the war, Andrew became the heir and 
eventually succeeded to the dukedom. Together, in 
a marriage that lasted over 60 years until his death 
in 2004, Debo and Andrew transformed a debt- 
ridden estate into a hugely su ful business that 
is present-day Chatsworth House in Derbyshire. 

Curiously, for six children who considered 
thems inadequately educated, four of them 
became bestselling writers - Nancy, Diana, Decca 
and Debo. But perhaps long-suffering Muv should 
have the last word on these remarkable TS 
who drained the last dregs from the 20th century. 

Nhenever I see a headline beginning with ‘Peer's 
daughter’,” she once famously remark know 
that one of you children has been in trouble.” 
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ALEXANDER HAMILTON 


THE MURDER 
OF A FATHER 


When a founding father and the third vice president 
met on a duelling ground of Weehawken, New 
Jersey, they left behind a legacy that influenced the 
future of the United States 


racing the crumpled front of the $10 bill 

is the young and knowledgeable face of 

Alexander Hamilton. Yet the first treasury 

secretary of the United States wasn't always 

a favoured figure. With his fair share of 
enemies - Thomas Jefferson we're looking at you 
- Hamilton wasn't great at making friends, and 
his habit of saying what was on his mind, without 
thinking things through, ended the life of arguably 
the United States’ most influential politician. 

A natural with words and a master of the 

pen, Hamilton was destined for greatness before 
he had even left his British colony island home. 
He had many successes to his name: an alumni 
from Kings College, Hamilton was aide-de-camp 
to General Washington during the Revolutionary 
War and was crucial in the victory at Yorktown; 
he was a successful lawyer who owned a practice 
in the same street as Aaron Burr; had a hand in 
the creation of the US Constitution and defended 
it by way of The Federalist Papers; and was named 
the first secretary of the treasury in the cabinet of 
the centralised United States government under 
President George Washington. 

With quite a number of successes to his name, 
Alexander Hamilton's future looked bright, but 
after the resignation of George Washington and his 
constant squabbling with Thomas Jefferson, things 
were soon to change. 


After leading the creation of the National Bank, 
in which a centralised government assumed the 
debts of the 13 colonies, Hamilton stabilised the 
national economy, he introduced taxes on imports 
and established the coast guard. However, while 
Hamilton was leaving a legacy that would outlive 
him for hundreds of years, his career was failing 
Constant arguing with Secretary of State Thomas 
Jefferson, Attorney General James Maddison - a 
former friend of Hamilton's who helped to write 
The Federalist Papers - and New York Governor 
George Clinton, meant that Hamilton had no 
friends in government. Even his own party, the 
Federalists, started to turn against him and after 
the resignation of Washington, successor John 
Adams ousted him from cabinet. 

It was as Hamilton stewed in his law practice 
- writing anonymous letters to newspapers 
tarring the reputation of the president - that the 
circumstances leading up to his death started to 
take shape. 

Across the street, a young Aaron Burr was 
successfully running his own law practice. After 
having graduated Princeton in two years, he slowly 
made his way up the social ladder. He served as 
an officer during the Revolutionary War and then 
opened his own practice just down the street from 
Hamilton. After serving on the New York Assembly, 
being appointed as New York state attorney general 
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and taking a seat in the Continental Congress from 
Philip Schuyler, Burr and Hamilton's relationship 
began to sour. 

Our main story starts with the election of 1800. 
After two terms at the head of the new United 
States, George Washington decided to step down. 
While John Adams was easily elected as second 
president in the following election, he had a little 
more difficulty the second time round. 

Hamilton, a prominent member of the Federalist 
Party, did not meet eye-to-eye with Adams, and he 
was hell bent on stopping the man from returning 
to office. No matter the consequences. However, 
the alternative Federalist candidate didn’t stand a 
chance, regardless of Hamilton's backing and so 
Vice President Thomas Jefferson and then-New 
York Senator Aaron Burr went head-to-head in 
congress, vying for votes. 

Back in the Electoral College of 1800, there 
was no distinction between the man running for 
president and the man running for vice president 
and so whoever got the most votes won the 
prestigious title. In this case, both Thomas Jefferson 
and Aaron Burr were nominated as the Democratic- 
Republican candidates. 

There are many sources that state there was a 
plan for the election, in which all electors would 
vote once for Jefferson and once for Burr, except 
one who was to give their two votes to Jefferson, 
making him president. Unfortunately, this plan 
failed and when the votes were counted, Jefferson 
and Burr were both tied on 73 votes apiece. 

In the case of a tie, the decision fell on the House 
of Representatives, which was controlled by the 
Federalists. In the House, state delegates had to 
reach a majority decision of nine votes for one 
candidate, except for the first 35 votes, only eight 
states declared for Jefferson, six declared for Burr 
and two entered a blank ballot. This meant that 
the decision was in an endless deadlock. Enter 
Alexander Hamilton. 

The former treasury secretary had already tried, 
and succeeded, in bringing down John Adams and 
he wasn't about to stop with his own party. When 


?2 








“Forever the stubborn, opinionated man, 
Hamilton may have saved his own life if he'd 
only been able to say sorry’ 


the House looked deadlocked, he decided to throw 
his weight behind the candidate he saw as the 
lesser of two evils. Hamilton described Jefferson to 
his peers as “by far not so a dangerous man” and 
that Burr was a “mischievous enemy.” 

Hamilton's boisterous opinions eventually tipped 
the scales in the House of Representatives, as he 
threw his weight behind Jefferson, giving him the 
nine votes he needed to set him off on his way to 
the president's office. And while the new head of 
state set about influencing the financial system of 
the US, Aaron Burr struggled with the defeat. 

To further rub salt in Burr's wounds, in 1804 
he sought the New York governorship but was 
defeated by a Jeffersonian candidate who benefited 
from a strong backing from Hamilton. And it was 
this defeat that put the final nail in his coffin. 

Both in the public political world and behind 
closed doors, where Hamilton would communicate 
with peers at dinner parties and social events, Burr 
felt besmirched by his former colleague. 


With his honour in tatters, Burr demanded an 
apology from the Federalist. In a bitter squabble 
between the two that followed, Hamilton refused 
to withdraw any comment he was believed to 
have said without proof that he said it. Forever 
the stubborn, opinionated man, Hamilton may 
have saved his own life if he'd only been able to 
say sorry. However, it wasn't meant to be, and 
after an exchange of letters in which the two men 
quarrelled over who said what, Burr finally issued a 
challenge for a duel. 

In the lead up to 11 July 1804, Hamilton set 
about writing a series of correspondence, which 
included an update to his last will and testament. 
He expressed his desires of “avoiding this interview, 
for the most cogent reasons" including his duty 
and love for his wife and children; his religious 
and moral beliefs were strongly against the act 
of duelling; his sense of duty to his creditors and 
to those who he owed money; and lastly he was, 
“conscious of no ill-will to Col Burr, distinct from 
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political opposition, which, as I trust, has proceeded 
from pure and upright motives.” 

Hamilton signed off his final letter to his wife 
with: “Adieu best of wives and best of women. 
Embrace all my darling children for me. Ever yours, 
AH" and left his home for Weehawken, New Jersey, 
where Aaron Burr was waiting. 

It was common practice at the time for witnesses 
to the duel, including the seconds and the doctors 
present, to turn away in order to give them 
deniability. While it was a system that worked very 
well for those present at the duel, as no one was 
able to give concrete evidence were events to result 
in a trial, it unfortunately also means that there 
were no solid eyewitness testimony of the event 
and so today, we'll never really know what led to 
Hamilton's death. 

If we are to believe Hamilton's intentions were 
true, then certain accounts tell of a Hamilton that 
threw away his shot, sending it way into the trees 
above Burr's head. On the other hand, there's a 
Hamilton that chose to wear his glasses in order to 
take better aim at the target in front of him. Neither 
William Van Ness nor Nathaniel Pendleton, the 
seconds for the duel, could agree on who fired first, 
and even after triangulating the angle of the shot 
that struck the tree behind Burr, it is still a cause 
for contention among historians. 

Regardless of who fired first, however, Burr's 
bullet struck Hamilton just below his right hip 
and the man instantly knew that the wound was 
fatal. Carried across the Hudson River to the home 
of a friend, Hamilton died in the afternoon of 12 
July 1804, surrounded by his family including his 
beloved wife Elizabeth and her sister Angelica, a 
woman who Hamilton greatly admired. 

The duel saw the end to the career of Vice 
President Aaron Burr. He was indicted on murder 
charges in both New Jersey and New York but these 
were eventually thrown out. Burr finished off his 
term in office and left the state. He was eventually 
arrested for treason after reportedly trying to start 
his own uprising and eventually retired to England, 
returning to the States in later life where he died 
on Statten Island in 1836. He left behind him an 
incredible story and after the election of 1800, his 
changes to the way the vice president was elected 
stand today. However, there is no doubt that Burr's 
lasting legacy stands in the largest bank in the 
United States, JP Morgan Chase. 

Hamilton, on the other hand, is largely known as 
the ‘forgotten founding father’, who's life was cut 
far too short. Most of the United States’ economic 
system has its foundations in Hamilton's ideas 
and work from the Treasury. He revolutionised the 
country he came to love with his entire being and 
stood by the Constitution, drafting The Federalist 
Papers, which many argue are some of the most 
important essays written in American history. 

Everywhere you look in the history of the United 
States, either Alexander Hamilton or Aaron Burr are 
likely to have played a very important role. And as 
Aaron Burr later wrote: “I should have known the 
world was wide enough for Hamilton and me.” 
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In the summer of 1791, Hamilton was sought out by 
a young woman called Maria Reynolds, who was 
Tense R Meal ke Rte era) 
upon his arrival at her home, Reynolds led Hamilton 
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from which it was quickly apparent that other than 
pecuniary consolation would be acceptable.” 

Hamilton and Maria continued their affair for 
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her husband, James Reynolds. Reynolds soug! 
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he proposed that Hamilton, "give me the Sum Of 
thousand dollars and | will leve the town and take my 
daughter with me and go where my Friends Shant here 
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over the money. 
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Jefferson caught wind of the affair and leaked rumours 
about it to the public. In order to counteract these 
rumours, Hamilton did what he knew best, and picked 
up apen to draft The Reynolds Pamphlet. 

In the 95-page document, originally titled 
‘Observations on Certain Documents’, Hamilton 
denied any and all charges against him accusing him 
Reel nema ae eee 
beyond repair, Hamilton did not deny his affair with 
Maria Reynolds, and instead went into detail about 
Pe ic 
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applauded, his reputation as a politician was in tatters 
and his relationship with his wife Elizabeth wasn't 
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the death of their son, Phillip, but it was forever a 
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The site remains in use 
today and has recently 
been sold to a new owner 














TEAPOT DOME 


THE RINSING 
OF THE 
TEAPOT DOME 


In the 1920s, a trusty US oil reserve became 
synonymous for political corruption and public uproar 
at the hands of a greedy government official 


or 50 years, the bribery scandal of the Teapot 
Dome oil reserve in Wyoming was considered 
the “greatest and most sensational scandal in 
the history of American politics.” Taking place 
under the nose of President Harding, the 29th 
president of the United States, the exposure of the 
scandal revealed that a member of the government 
had illegally obtained bribes for granting oil 
tycoons exclusive access to federal land. Secret 
leases allowed them to drain oil from the country’s 
back-up reserves intended for the Navy. The 
scandal saw the culprit imprisoned; he was the 
‘irst cabinet official in history to serve time as a 
result of misconduct in office. The whole affair was 
exposed and planted seeds of doubt in the public's 
minds as to the trustworthiness of the Republican 
Party. Until the Watergate Scandal in the 1970s, the 
‘eapot Dome was regarded as the biggest political 
scandal in America and still to this day, it is a 
notable US affair that prompted political unrest and 
public outrage. 
It was President William Taft who, in 1912, 
decided that oil fields in Elk Hills and Buena 
Vista Hills, California would be owned by the 
government, and were to be used as backup 
reserves for the US Navy in wartimes. Three years 
later, President Woodrow Wilson designated the 
same status to Teapot Dome in Wyoming, an 
oil reserve named after a nearby rock formation 
that closely resembled a teapot. Oil companies 
disagreed with the decision to have the reserves, 





they deemed them unnecessary and dipped into 
the underground deposits via private wells. But 
over the years, the fields remained a reliable source 
for Naval oil. 
Elected in 1920, President Harding was a 
Republican congressman from Ohio and a 
somewhat controversial candidate for presidency. 
Although he had been highly favoured, the Teapot 
Dome scandal, along with revelations of affairs and 
other corruption that became public knowledge 
after he died in 1923, made him an unpopular man. 
He is often referred to as ‘the worst’ president the 
country ever had. Herbert Hoover, his secretary 
of commerce, admitted Harding was not “a man 
with either the experience or the intellectual 
quality that the position needed.” He was a man 
dedicated to promoting American business. The 
US Chamber of Commerce noted that “never 
before, here or anywhere else, has a government 
been so completely fused with business.” As 
president, Harding handed out a number of 
political positions within his government to friends 
he had acquired while a state-level politician. 
The ‘Ohio Gang’ as they became known, were 
the result of the president's frivolity in handing 
out jobs to his buddies, many of whom became 
involved in corrupt or dodgy financial dealings. 
Albert Bacon Fall was Harding's secretary of the 
interior and long-term friend. Fall was a former 
lawyer from New Mexico, well established in 
representing mining and timber companies. Fall 
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had also personally invested in mining businesses, 
interested in the trade. He showed little interest in 
conservationist movements and was regarded by 
the group as a man hostile to their ideas. 

In the early 1920s, Fall persuaded Harding and 
Edward Denby, the Department of Navy, that he 
should take over the responsibility of the oil fields. 
Unknown to the rest of his cabinet, Fall was deeply 
in debt from years of overdue taxes. Not only that, 
he was a shrewd businessman eager to gain more 
control over western natural resources, and was 
keen to make them easily accessible to developers. 
His greed and debt prompted him to concoct a 
scheme that would enrich his bank balance and 
political control. He handed 
out and approved generous 
federal contracts to his 
friends, who were also head 
executives of powerful oil 
companies such as the 
Mammoth Oil Company 
headed by Harry Sinclair, 
an American industrialist. 
Sinclair, as specified in the 
lease, was given permission 
to drill for oil at Teapot 
Dome. The deal was handed 
over without competitive 
bidding from other companies. Fall also leased 
contracts to Elk Hills and Buena Vista Hills to 
Pan American Petroleum and Travel Company, 
headed by his close friend and oil tycoon Edward 
L Doheny. In 1921, the price of oil was at an all- 
time high and Sinclair and Doheny estimated that 
with the profit of an oil barrel equating to $1 less 
royalties, the Wyoming fields were worth about 
$495 million less 17 per cent in keeping with the 
terms of the lease. The ‘gifts’ for access (and at such 
a low cost) generated Fall approximately $400,000. 
Some of the money was disguised as loans. 

As much as Fall attempted to keep the scheme 
a secret, his sudden increase in wealth resulted 
in much speculation. When the news about the 
private oil companies’ access to Teapot Dome 
broke, conservationists and small oil producers 
were enraged, and staged protests as to the lack of 
competitive bidding and secrecy surrounding the 
deals. Fall argued that the leases were beneficial 
to the navy since the reserves were already being 
siphoned by private oil wells, and that his actions 
of allowing a single pump to access the reserve 
was actually a means of saving it. He claimed the 
leases required Sinclair and Doheny to donate the 
royalties they earned to the naval reserves, for 
fuel storage facilities across the US. Among his 
arguments, Fall told the committee that the reason 
for the secrecy and the lack of competitive bidding 
was to ensure that the storage facilities could not 
be targets of war. In April 1922, Senator Thomas J 
Walsh announced an investigation into the deal, 
which was headed by Senator Robert La Follette 
Snr. Angered that his plot was crumbling around 
him, Fall submerged the investigation in paperwork 
and resigned from office in 1923. Congress urged 
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"His greed and 
debt prompted 
him to concoct 
a scheme that 
would enrich his 
bank balance" 








































President Harding to shut the leases down 
and name a special counsel to investigate and 
prosecute those involved in any wrongdoing. 
The president was not implicated in the illegal 
activities surrounding Fall, but learning of the 
misconduct carried out by his own friends took a 
toll on his health. Harding died of a heart attack 
on 2 August 1923. A few days prior to his death, 
he complained that he felt unwell. His health 
improved but the next day he collapsed and 
was taken to hospital. Again, his health began to 
stabilise but the next day he collapsed in bed and 
medical staff were unable to revive him. At the 
time of the president's death, the full extent of the 
scandal and the corruption 
of his cabinet had not yet 
been uncovered, but as his 
successor and vice president, 
Calvin Coolidge would soon 
be tasked with cleaning 
up the mess. Coolidge 
announced that he had 
appointed two prosecutors 
to take over the investigation 
- Democrat Atlee Pomerene 
and Republican Owen J 
Roberts. The investigation 
was underway by October. 
Evidence showed that shortly after signing 
the lease for the Teapot Dome, Fall 
had received a windfall of more than 
$200,000 in Liberty bonds. These bonds 
indicated that they had originated from 
Sinclair and others benefiting from the 
lease. Doherty had given Fall $100,000 as 
an interest-free loan that was subsequently 
never repaid. Edward L Doheny Jr, the 
son of the oilman, testified in front of the 
committee that he and his friend Hugh 
Plunkett had delivered the cash to Fall 
ina satchel, shortly before his father was 
awarded the oil contracts. 

As the investigation wound to a close, 
Walsh could find only circumstantial 
evidence against Fall. However, the 
prosecutors found additional evidence that 
tesulted in a total of eight cases being filed 
against him - two civil and six criminal. In 
1929 Fall was convicted of conspiracy and 
bribery. He was fined $100,000 and sent to 
prison for a year. Sinclair and Doheny were 
not prosecuted for the scandal, but Sinclair 
spent six month in prison for Contempt Of 
Court after it emerged he had employed 
detectives to shadow members of the jury 
in his case. Doheny’s company foreclosed on 
Fall's home because of ‘unpaid loans’. Edwin 
Denby, Harding's secretary of the navy had 
also signed all the leases, but he was acquitted 
of any wrongdoing. 

A Supreme Court invalidated the leases 
and made the decision in 1927 to restore the 
ownership of the oil fields to the government. 
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TEAPOT DOME 


and murdered Doheny Jnr before committing 
suicide, afraid he would have been sent to prison 
for his involvement in the scandal. 

Although responsible for the conservation of 
federal land and natural resources, Fall ultimately 
failed to preserve the reputation of the Harding 
Administration. Harding's successor, Coolidge, was 
left with the job of restoring the faith lost in the 
government as a result of Fall's greed. In 1931 Fall 
went to prison but was released after nine months 
due to his failing health. Apart from the occasional 
wells drilled in the 1950s and 60s, the Teapot 
Dome oil field was closed until full development 
resumed in 1976. The following year control of 
the field was transferred from the navy to the 
Department of Energy. The field produced a small 
amount of crude oil and natural gas, bestowing $5 
million per year to the federal government until its 
most recent sale in 2015. 
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It was the second time the oil 
field was sold but thankfully this 
iubeeTom Mise B belo) Keele lee acts 


Despite its marred history, the Teapot Dome oil field 
continued to live on. After the site was transferred to 
the Department of Energy, it was home to the Rocky 
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test new oil production processes and technologies. 
According to the DOE, in the 40 years they had owned 
the land, it had afforded the treasury $569 million. 
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recommended to Congress that the scandal-smeared 
site be sold to the private sector for the continued use 
as an oil field. The DOE hired Denver based Meagher 
Energy Advisors to help them sell the oil field, which 
by this point had been drained of most of its most 
easily accessible oil. The site was put through a 
(eel n ect eh Ve elle lina cele Able etre hela Celel-1g 
2014 - the Teapot Dome had been sold to the highest 
bidder by January 2015. Almost a century since the 
scandal, the land, (now more commonly known as 
Naval Petroleum Reserve #3), was sold to Stranded 
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the terms of the sale, “operation and ownership of 
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9,000 acres of land north of Casper, was immediately 
transferred to the company. The company a subsidiary 
of Alleghany Capital Corporation, was the highest of 
nine bidders and specialises in enhanced oil recovery, 
fol cranrls4in) ae.) (coke BL eR OTR On rae e(ocR Url 
involve injecting carbon dioxide underground. 





HOOVER'S 
WAR ON 
CRIME 


J Edgar Hoover's relentless war on 
crime brought him up against gangsters, 
communists and even members of the 
US government 





ullets were chambered into revolvers, 

Tommy guns were primed and made 

ready. It was a sweaty spring day in 1936 

New Orleans and John Edgar Hoover was 

preparing to make the biggest arrest of his 
career. The rest of the ‘G-men’ surrounding him 
were wearing their professional suits and hats, as 
director of the fledgling FBI Hoover had insisted his 
agents dress impeccably wherever they went. 

He entered the street where the arrest would 
take place and waited with the rest of his agents 
around an alley. They had spotted their target; 
known gangster and miscreant Alvin ‘creepy’ 
Karpis looked smug and relaxed with his attractive, 
red-haired girlfriend. Hoover was about to wipe the 
smile off his face. One of his agents gave the signal 
and in an instant 20 heavily armed government 
officials had surrounded them. Hoover held back 
behind the alley; it wasn't safe yet. Then one of 
his agents shouted the area had been secured and 
Hoover quickly ran into the action. They called on 
Karpis to surrender but Hoover forced the agents 
to hold back so he could make the arrest. When he 
asked for handcuffs none of his team had a pair, so 
one of them dutifully gave up his tie and allowed 
Hoover to take him in using that, making sure the 
press were watching and taking photographs so 
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he could claim the credit. It made front-page news 
in the newspapers and he smiled when he read 
America had found their new tough guy on crime. 

The Karpis arrest was stage-managed by 
Hoover and his assistant director Clyde Tolson to 
answer criticism from a Senate committee. They 
were concerned by Hoover's demands for more 
powers for the FBI even though he had never 
served in the field or personally made an arrest. 
As with all criticism, Hoover took it personally - so 
personally he saw to it that he would be involved 
on the ground in the next big arrest. To do so he 
personally chartered a special flight down to New 
Orleans for him and 14 of his men on 24-hour 
notice, which in the 1930s was an astonishing feat 
and nearly impossible for most of the population. 

Not two years before he had overseen the arrest 
of the man they said could never be caught; John 
Dillinger. The criminal was becoming a folk legend 
in the Midwest, targeting greedy banks, which were 
seen to be the cause of the great depression. As 
far as Hoover was concerned he was a common 
criminal, ‘a beer-drinking plug-ugly’ that needed to 
be arrested. The FBI track record on trying to catch 
Dillinger was less than impressive, though. A high- 
profile screw-up in April 1934, where agents allowed 
Dillinger to escape from a hotel they had apparently 
surrounded, caused no end of bad press for Hoover 
and the FBI. Like his battles with the Senate two 
years later it had also become personal; Dillinger 
was taunting Hoover with postcards saying he'd 
never catch him. 

Then on 21 July 1934 one of his top agents 
received a tip-off regarding Dillinger's hiding 
place. At 10.30pm, FBI agents gathered outside 
the Biograph Theatre in Chicago and waited for 
Dillinger to emerge. When he did, they instantly 
opened fire, killing him in a hail of bullets. The 
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"As far as Hoover was concerned: ‘The 


only good criminal was a dead criminal” 
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political opponents through high-profile investigations. 
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McCarthy quickly fell from favour because of the lack of 
solid evidence he presented. 

By the end of the 1950s, Hoover was one of few men 
still in a position of real power who believed communism 
PEee Mellman len Ulan ma ead 
fate) e-lee kaolin eRe a) Ae) 
civil-rights movement claimed to be a mere front 
for other, more communist activities. All of these 
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to discredit a campaign that had condemned many 
thousands of innocent people to harassment by the 
federal government. 





official story was that Dillinger was going for his 
gun, although this has been disputed. It didn't 
matter, as far as Hoover was concerned: “The only 
good criminal was a dead criminal.” 

The agent in charge of the operation was Melvin 
Purvis, who up until that point was a close friend 
of Hoover's and thus one of a very select group 
within the ranks of the FBI. The press coverage he 
received for the Dillinger shoot-out was enormous 
but unfortunately for Purvis, Hoover didn't like 
to share the media spotlight. As a way to try 
regaining his popularity, Hoover contrived to get 
tid of him and on 10 July 1935 Purvis handed in 
his notice. Purvis’ secretary later said: “Unless you 
continued to please the king, you didn't continue as 
a favourite for very long.” 

Back in Washington, questions also arose 
regarding Hoover's apparent relationship with 
known mobster boss Frank Costello. It was at best 
inappropriate for any kind of relationship to exist 
between an FBI agent and a known criminal. So 
what kind of message did it send to the US public 
if the head of the FBI was arresting gangsters 
one minute and consorting with them the next? 
The Costello story began in New York when he 
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reported to be Hoover's friend 


met Hoover during a shopping trip. They talked 
pleasantly and then met again at the Waldorf 
Hotel and drank together at the Stork Club. 
Sources in and out of the mafia claimed Costello 
would indulge Hoover's passion for gambling 

by giving him tips on horse races he had fixed. 
The relationship got so close that Costello once 
remarked to Hoover: “I've got to be careful about 
my associates; they'll accuse me of consorting with 
questionable characters.” 

Of course, people started talking about these 
associations but by the end of the 1930s Hoover 
had become almost untouchable through his power 
as director of the FBI. He had capitalised on his self- 
aggrandisement to turn a small department within 
a department into a crime-fighting juggernaut 
with far-reaching powers of investigation. New 
ways of detecting crime were pioneered by his 
FBI laboratory; he used up-to-date technology 
ike phone tapping to probe into otherwise 
undetectable conversations and created huge files 
on investigation targets. 

After the Lindbergh kidnapping, where a 
young boy was snatched from his bedroom in 
932, the arrest and conviction of prime suspect 
Bruno Richard Hauptmann was made through 
the use of marked bills and by the FBI identifying 
handwriting from ransom notes. Fingerprinting 
was also used and after the case was closed 
Hoover insisted all criminals arrested by the FBI 
should have their fingerprints placed on file so 
his agents could keep track of persistent 
offenders. These innovations elevated Hoover's 
political and media profile to such heights that 
he was soon considered untouchable by his 
political enemies. 

The rise of the FBI's status worried many within 
the US establishment, including two consecutive 
presidents, Franklin Roosevelt and Harry Truman. 
Both were in office during Hoover's war on crime 
and both challenged his seemingly unquenchable 
thirst for more power over the lives of ordinary 
citizens. Phone tapping and covert surveillance 
was becoming an area of increasing concern, with 
a contemporary noting: “If there was a Mr Hoover 





0 ge 


Organised crime had become endemic in the United 
States during the 1920s and 1930s because of the 
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throughout the country. 

The federal government could only offer limited 
support in helping local law enforcement because 
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federal crime through the FBI. He went after 
some of the most notorious criminal gangs in the 

country, in particular the Dillinger bank robbers of 
the Midwest. Despite the attention these arrests 
received, there were a number of high-profile 


in the first century CE can you imagine what 
he would have put into his files about a certain 
troublemaker from Nazareth?” Roosevelt was 
angered by Hoover probing into his wife's affairs 
and was anxious for the FBI to stop invading 
the privacy of US citizens. After one spectacular 
argument, Roosevelt told Hoover to get out of his 
White House and after that he would only speak to 
him on formal occasions when he had to. 

After Roosevelt died and Harry Truman took 
over as president he wrote a memo: “We want no 
Gestapo or secret police. The FBI is trending in that 
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screw-ups under Hoover's leadership. Dillinger was 
responsible for numerous escapes from jail at a time 
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The ‘shoot first and ask questions later’ approach also 
landed the Bureau in hot water, with accusations that 
Hoover's agents were little more than trigger-happy 
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After the end of World War II the bootlegger age 
faded and crime families like the Costellos and Carmines 
began to take over the gambling and racketeering rings 
of major US cities. Hoover and the FBI set about shutting 
them down through covert surveillance operations, 
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direction ... this must stop." In response, Hoover 
set up a file on Truman but found precious little to 
feed it with. As such Hoover feared Truman above 
all other presidents who were in office during his 
time as FBI director. Truman had the power to clip 
his wings and Hoover had little mud to sling back 
at him. According to one contemporary working in 
the FBI at the time: “Hoover was frightened of his 
life with Truman - I know that personally." 

Hoover couldn't stand being on the outside of 
the political fence with nothing to get him back in. 
From the moment Truman took office in 1945 he 


"The rise of the FBI's status worried 
many within the US establishment" 
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The US establishment 


Politics 

Adlai Stevenson was the Democratic 

rival to Republican Dwight Eisenhower in 
the 1952 presidential elections. Hoover 
saw him as a liberal reformer, a threat 
that had to be dealt with. Agents started 
investigating Stevenson and came back 
with claims of sexual misconduct with 
Bradley University president David Owen, 
also claiming they had found evidence of 
communist sympathies. When Stevenson 
announced his candidacy for president, a 
rumour was started by Hoover's suspected 


collaborators detailing all of this so-called Adlai St 
‘evidence’. To Hoover's delight, Eisenhower DOB: 1930 evenson 
won a landslide victory. . 

SUSPECTED CRIMES: 


Sexual misconduct, communist and 
anti-American’ leanings 


» Hollywood 

By the 1940s, Charlie Chaplin was at the height of his acting career, his films 
and theatre shows were adored by everyone. Except Hoover. As far as he 
was concerned, Chaplin was poisoning America with his pro-communist 
movies and leftist political views and had to be stopped. He was also more 
popular than Hoover and had stolen his limelight as America’s hero. FBI 
agents were dispatched to interrogate Chaplin's friends, colleagues and 
servants. As background check after background check turned up nothing 
incriminating, Hoover threw the entire weight of the FBI behind hounding 
out a man who, not long ago, had stumbled around a film set playing 

a penniless happy-go-lucky tramp. In 1952 Hoover finally succeeded in 
persuading the Attorney General that Chaplin should be deported back to 
England on the grounds that he was an ‘unsavoury character’ 





Charlie Chaplin 
DOB: 1889 
SUSPECTED CRIMES: 


Advocating communist Politics, 
unsavoury behaviour’ 
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Business 


Hoover's had deeply rooted connections with 
business and he had a file on the entire Ford 
Motoring Company. It was widely known that 
Henry Ford opposed US involvement in World 
War Il and Hoover suspected that one of Ford's 
employees, Fritz Julius Kuhn, was a Nazi and 
actively working to overthrow the government. 

As it transpired, Kuhn became the leader of the 
main Nazi political group in America, a group 
Hoover boasted he had fully infiltrated through | 
Paid informants. Hoover also used Ford's right- 
hand man, Harry Bennett, to look for communist 
activities in the disruption of labour. Bennett 

was in charge of destroying worker unions and 
breaking up strikes with force and so was perfect 
as far as Hoover was concerned to act as an extra 
Pair of eyes within the US's car industry. 





Henry Ford 
DOB: 1863 
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Rivals 


Hoover's distaste for president Roosevelt's 
wife Eleanor began when she started speaking 
openly about civil rights for African-Americans 
during her time as first lady. Hoover's secret 

file on her amounted to 449 pages, FBI agents 
put her under heavy surveillance but rather 
than accept this invasion of privacy she publicly 
humiliated Hoover by writing a letter saying: 
"This type of investigation seems to smack 

too much of the Gestapo.” He was forced to 
apologise in public, which angered him almost 
beyond comprehension. In 1943, a surveillance 
report landed on Hoover's desk, claiming 
Eleanor was having a sexual relationship 

with Democrat supporter Joseph Lash. An 
uneasy stalemate developed between Hoover 
and the first lady; Hoover could not act on 

the information he had obtained for fear of 
angering the president and Eleanor could not 
ask for the information from Hoover because it 
would implicate her even more. 
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Eleanor Roosevelt 


DOB: 1884 ¢ 
SUSPECTED CRIMES: ad 


Open advocate of civil rights. 
openly critical of FBI methods 
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Hoover believed in America and American conservatism 
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product of his time and had traditional political beliefs. 
rele R LeBel eR Lea e Re] ey Tc} 

EEE ite a VCR R@e ber LKR ony Ae) 
elle CHC RU Roel Cee) 
precious little for men and women who strived to 
reform the government with liberal ideas. Hoover saw 
communism as everything America stood against: “[It] 
threatened the happiness of the community, the safety 
of every individual ... they [communists] would destroy 
the peace of the country.” He found the idea of equal 
rights for women and African-Americans equally as 
disruptive to America, he hated Eleanor Roosevelt for 
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The only way to combat this was to use 
his agents to hound them out and expose 
them to the US public as threats. 





“Sources claimed Costello would indulge 
Hoover's passion for gambling by giving 
him tips on horse races he had fixed" 


began to get more and more paranoid over his job 
safety. He needed something that would secure his 
position in the upper echelons of power, it would 
no longer be enough for him to just continue to 
shake down gangsters - Karpis was the last of a 
dying breed of desperado bootleggers. The real 
menace was now seen to be communism, so 
Hoover made everyone know that he and only 

he could keep the United States safe from the red 
menace. He demonised the ‘commies’ as being 
political criminals, arguing they were responsible 
for terrorism and plotting to take over the US 
government through criminal activity. 

Hoover was no stranger to this fight. He was 
involved in the Palmer raids in the 1920s, which 
involved the arrest and deportation of hundreds of 
suspected communist and anarchist sympathisers 
who had recently emigrated to the United States 
and moved on to investigating that known den 
of immoral activity: Hollywood. As far as he was 
concerned, Hollywood oozed ‘the dank air of 
communism.’ He saw to it the actors and actresses 
with known communist sympathies were exposed 
and punished. Some came forward willingly; Walt 
Disney told Hoover he was convinced members 
of his staff were making Mickey Mouse spout 
pro-communist slogans. His other targets ranged 
from A-list celebrities like Humphrey Bogart of 
Casablanca fame, to Hollywood rank-and-file 
actors, like future president Ronald Reagan, and 
the outright comical, like Charlie Chaplin, who 
ironically had just finished filming The Great 
Dictator. All were suspected of communist activity 
and all had confidential files in Hoover's office. 

By the 1950s the red scare was at its zenith 
and Hoover, along with his ally and friend, 





Senator Joseph McCarthy, was leading the fight. 
McCarthy's targets included old personal enemies, 
political opponents and anyone he disliked. He 
asked Hoover for damning information and 
Hoover obliged, using the FBI's resources. Special 
inquisitions under the Un-American Activities 
Committee were set up, where McCarthy ranted 
and raved in front of his victims waving dossiers, 
supplied by Hoover, that detailed suspected 
communist activities. This was seen as justice for 
the crime of thinking communist thoughts and as 
Hoover commented to senior policemen during a 
conference: “It behoves us to be on guard for an 
enemy that brazenly and openly has advocated the 
corruption of America.” 


J Edgar Hoover at the White House 
with president John F Kennedy 





J EDGAR HOOVER 


Hoover addresses the opening session of the 
American Legion's National Convention, 1940 


In the end it was the US nation that got sick 
of government cronies trampling on the rights 
of innocent citizens. McCarthy fell out of favour 
and into a bottle and his behaviour became 
increasingly erratic. Hoover knew a lame horse 
when he saw one and quietly distanced himself 
from McCarthy. He would later claim he and 
McCarthy had never been close and had disagreed 
on fundamental issues. In truth, Hoover, like 
McCarthy, had seen communism as merely 
another manifestation of the criminal gangster, 
flouting the law and disturbing the peace. A 
few years after his retirement, a congressional 
committee ordered a check on the security files 
of the largest FBI offices in the country. They 
found there had been 19,700 investigations of 
‘subversives’ or communists by the FBI under 
Hoover's directorship. Of them only four showed 
criminal activity, none of which involved anything 
that could bring down the government. Only 
in Hoover's mind did the communist and the 
criminal walk hand in hand. 

As the 1950s drew to a close, the red scare was 
dying away like the gangster had in the 1940s. 
Communism was now seen to be abroad in eastern 
Europe or Cuba, not in the American heartland. 
Thanks to the FBI's constant harrassment, 
membership of the American Communist Party, 
which had no proven affiliation with criminal 
activity, had dropped from 60,000 in 1919 to less 
than 5,000 in 1956. Hoover remained a dominant 
figure within the national consciousness and 
would do for the next decade. Ever mindful of 
his position, he continued to pursue discreet 
surveillance of the US establishment. His war on 
crime had taken him from the bawdy speakeasies 
of New Orleans and Chicago to the hallowed halls 
of power in Washington, DC, but after 1960 his 
fight would take a different direction. The lawman 
of the 1930s became a politician who fought, at 
times desperately, to keep himself in power as 
director of the FBI in the rapidly changing cultural 
and social environment of the United States. 
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RASPUTIN 


THE MAD 
MONK 


How he gained the trust of Russian royalty, 
played his part in the fall of a dynasty and 
came to his gruesome end 


or a great deal of time in Russia it was 

believed that the name Rasputin meant 

‘licentious’, and it was this image of the 

man that became the most prevalent. 

Rasputin was an accused sexual deviant, a 
rapist, and ‘Mad Monk’ who played the Russian 
royals like keys on a piano and whispered dark 
urges into the tsarina’s ear. Rasputin, however, does 
not mean licentious at all. Its meaning is closer 
to, ‘Where two rivers meet’, referring to the place 
where he was born. 

Just like his name, the true Rasputin has been 
lost to history and replaced with caricatures; an 
old man with a long scraggly beard, terrible teeth 
and even more terrible deeds - but also a doting 
father, a respected holy man and a lover of beauty. 
It is this duality that has confounded and caused 
debates to this day. Was he indeed the man who 
brought a Russian dynasty to its knees, or has 
history created a scapegoat out of a man who only 
ever acted with good intentions? 

The village of Pokrovskoye was small even 
by Siberian standards. It was more like a remote 
scattering of houses in the wide expanse of the 
West Siberian plains. With only 200 dwellings 
and no more than a thousand residents, it was an 
incredibly isolated start for the man whom every 
citizen of Russia would come to know, fear and 
loathe. But it was in this quiet, sleepy peasant 
village that Grigori Rasputin was born. The fifth 
of nine children, from a very early age Rasputin 
did not fit in. He did not attend school, for there 
was no school for him to attend, and he soon fell 
into a life of debauchery and drunkenness. The 
peasants of the close-knit village did not trust the 


strange boy, and he was an outsider even in his 
place of birth. He found the backbreaking labour 
of peasant work boring and empty, and he stole 
horses, fences - anything to add colour to his 
dull existence. 

Rasputin was not a fool; he did not live a life of 
crime due to incompetence, but instead because 
of a feeling that his life was lacking something. 
He had a wife, he even had children, but he still 
felt a gaping emptiness. Now in his twenties, he 
found himself, either through divine providence or 
banishment, at the newly expanded Verkhoturye 
Monastery. It was there that he met Starets Makary, 
an elder who lived a humble existence in the 
woods near the monastery. Rasputin's interactions 
with this holy man slowly transformed the rebel 
youth into a deeply spiritual individual. Rasputin 
gave up alcohol, tobacco and meat. When he 
returned to Pokrovskoye the rebellious criminal 
had become a fervent religious convert. 

Rasputin had been inspired by Makary but 
not by the monastery. Not only did he accuse 
the place of practising a “vice” which was likely 
homosexuality, but he also later proclaimed that 
the monastic life was not for him, saying, “One 
finds violence over people there.” He believed that 
only by venturing across the world could he truly 
become closer to God and salvation. Throughout 
his whole life, Rasputin had never been one to 
sit idly, and he was definitely not accustomed to 
bowing to authority and blindly following orders, 
so it is not surprising he was repulsed by a life of 
servitude in a cold stone building. Rasputin, after 
all, did not belong in small places, or behind locked 
doors. His ever-wandering heart wished to explore 
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to assume that Rasputin brought a calm, 
tranquil air to both Alexandra and her 
son. This reduced stress may have helped 
the bleeding to gradually slow and stop. 


People from all walks of life seemed 
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the vastness of the Earth, and that’s exactly what 
he set about doing. 

Rasputin packed few belongings, wished his 
family goodbye and began the life of a strannik, 
or mystic wanderer. We do not know the extent 
or length of Rasputin’s various pilgrimages in this 
stage of his life, but it is possible that he travelled 
as far as Mount Athos, the centre of the Orthodox 
Church. Sometimes he did not come back home 
for years, and his own wife and children struggled 
to recognise the man that returned. However, even 
in this life of a strannik Rasputin began to carve 
his own path. He disliked abiding by the accepted 
norms, preferring to do things his own way. For 
example, he would refuse to wear the traditional 
fetters and instead wore the same shirt for an entire 
year. He was rebellious and headstrong, but he was 
also thoughtful, independent and astonishingly 
open-minded for a peasant from a tiny village. 

During these years of wandering Rasputin 
encountered many different kinds of people 
from all branches of the Russian social order. He 
developed strong opinions but also discovered 
and refined his ability to read people. Many have 
commented in memoirs and elsewhere that what 
he possessed was a very unique magnetism. He 
had a talent for understanding people quickly, 
he knew what to say to them and he was unlike 
any priest or holy man they had encountered 
This is because it was the truth - Rasputin was 
different, he had not confined himself to books and 
monasteries, but to the real world, and real people. 
When he spoke about God it was with a meaning 
that normal people could understand and his own 





beliefs were strengthened not simply with study, 
but with vivid, electric and very real experiences. 
This ‘magnetism’ began to draw people to 
Rasputin’s home. Villagers and pilgrims further 
afield travelled to sit, talk, pray and seek council 
from the man. He soon amassed a loyal group 
of followers who would meet regularly to read 
from the Bible and sing religious songs in a secret 
chapel - a cave beneath the stables created by 
Rasputin himself. However, as these meetings 
grew in popularity, Rasputin also attracted negative 
attention. Rumours quickly spread that he was 
often seen with young women, that his followers 
would bathe him, and that he was teaching them 
mysterious rituals. 
Rasputin was especially despised by the resident 
priest of Pokrovskoye, who likely didn't relish the 
idea of an upstart peasant gaining such popularity 
over himself and his own teachings. Due to all this 
attention, Rasputin's meetings were abandoned 
and the priest probably thought that was the end 
of it, but little did he know Rasputin had only just 
begun to scratch the surface of the power and 
influence he held 
When Rasputin announced his intentions 
to travel to St Petersburg, he was warned by a 
fellow holy man that “the city will ruin you", but 
he ignored it; he had set his heart on a single 
mission, and nobody could dissuade him. Although 
Rasputin was a worldly man he was completely 
unprepared for the city and it could have easily 
swallowed him. Fortunately his work had not gone 
unnoticed and he bore a letter of recommendation 
that granted him access to Bishop Sergei, the 
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Just how widespread was the 
Russian upper-class fascination 
with mysticism? 

The turn of the century was a period of 
intense spiritual searching in Russia. During 
what became known as Russia's Silver Age, 
from roughly 1890 to 1914, the country's 
educated classes exhibited a fascination 
for mysticism and the occult and all 
manner of the supernatural, from table 
turning, hypnotism, and chiromancy, to 
Rosicrucianism, fortune-telling, telepathy, 
and Theosophy. Hypnotism was more 
popular in early 20th century Russia than 
in Western Europe and was a particularly 
common practice among St Petersburg 
psychiatrists. The best-known psychiatrist- 
hypnotist at the time was Vladimir 
Bekhterev, who used hypnosis widely as 
part of his science of ‘psychoneurology. 





rector of the St Petersburg Seminary. Through 
association with Sergei, Rasputin became known 
to the curious elite of St Petersburg and the counts 
and countesses were fascinated by the bedraggled 
travelling man with his soft, strong words and 
strange allure. Many of the aristocracy, painfully 
bored with their structured, weary lives, found his 
peculiar ways amusing, like wearing his hair long 
and the way he kissed 
women when first meeting 
them. The outsider was a 
curiosity, a talking point 
and almost a party piece. 
Soon the aristocracy 
were introducing him 
to their friends and the 
name Rasputin became 
known to anyone who 
was anyone in the capital. 
After befriending Princess 
Milica of Montenegro and her sister Anastasia, 
Rasputin was then introduced by them to the two 
most powerful figures in the whole of Russia - the 
tsar and the tsarina, Nicholas II and Alexandra. 
Rasputin had used his powerful words and 
enchanting nature to climb from the bottom rungs 


“The outsider 
Was a Curiosity... 
and almost 
a party piece’ 


RASPUTIN 


planned it himself. Russia was in a state of disarray; 
they had lost a war against Japan in devastating 
fashion, humiliating the country on the world stage. 
The tsar also had to deal with the fallout after 
Bloody Sunday - where hundreds, if not thousands, 
of peaceful protestors were massacred by the 
Imperial Guard. Although Nicholas himself had not 
given the order to fire, for many it condemned the 
tsar, who they had, until 
the massacre, regarded 

as a ‘father’. The Imperial 
family were facing a 
brutal backlash and there 
was a very real chance 

of them losing their grip 
on the country entirely. 
Rasputin sat and listened 
to Alexandra's worries 
and they spoke at length 
about religion. The holy 
man calmly told her that her husband needed to 
be closer to his people, and that she could trust 

his words. Alexandra immediately became close 

to Rasputin, as she too had a strong belief in the 
strength of the dynasty, and believed that he had 
been sent by God to secure the strength of their 





of Russian society to the very top. 
Rasputin’s arrival to the lives of the Imperial 
family could not have been better timed if he had 
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The fascination for the occult became 
widespread, extending well beyond 
Russia's artists and intellectuals and 
reaching deeply into the middle classes. 


How and why did this obsession 
with the occult grow among 
Russian aristocrats? 


Most educated Russians began turning 
away from the materialist positivism of 
the 19th century and back to the church 
and other forms of spiritualism in what 
can be called a true religious renaissance. 
Many sought to revitalise what was widely 
perceived as a hidebound, bureaucratic, 
and spiritually dead official Russian 
Orthodox Church, to infuse it with a 
renewed sense of mystery, fervency, and 
life. Others rejected the church altogether 
for new forms of spiritual experience that 
held the promise of even more powerful 
encounters with the sacred. 


Did this religious renaissance help 
Rasputin gain influence over the 
imperial family? 

This religious renaissance is crucial to 
understanding the rise of Rasputin. On 
one hand, his biography reflects this 
moment in Russian history. He himself 
had some sort of profound religious 
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experience in his late twenties and he 

left home in Siberia to become what the 
Russians call a strannik, a holy pilgrim. For 
years he wandered in rags and often in 
fetters across the empire to various holy 
places and holy men in search of spiritual 
enlightenment. This was his university, so 
to speak, and in time he became known 
for his profound knowledge of scripture 
and insights into Christian teachings and 
human nature. He was embraced in St 
Petersburg by lofty bishops and members 
of the Romanov family as a charismatic 
peasant holy man in whom burned the 
true unvarnished Orthodox faith. It was 
they who introduced Rasputin to Nicholas 
and Alexandra, thus opening his path to 
the throne. 


Was Rasputin as much a mystic as 
the public perceived him to be or 
were his aims more political? 


From the beginning of his relationship with 
Nicholas and Alexandra, Rasputin offered 
not only religious teachings, but political 
counsel as well. They first met during 

the Revolution of 1905, and Rasputin 
instructed the tsar to remain firm and 

not give in to the demands for political 
change. In the summer of 1914, Rasputin 
wrote a remarkable letter to Nicholas, 
begging him to ignore the voices of the 





Alexandra's trust in Rasputin meant that 
when her son, Alexei, suffered from one of his 
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warmongers and resist the temptation to 
go to war. In apocalyptic terms, Rasputin 
wrote he foresaw “ruin” and “grief without 
end.” Nicholas, of course, did not heed 
this prophetic advice. In late 1916, not 
long before his murder, Rasputin pleaded 
with Nicholas to do something about the 
growing bread lines in the capital. He 
told the tsar the people were hungry and 
growing angry. Nothing, however, was 
done, and soon these same people would 
spark a revolt that would bring down the 
300-year-old dynasty of the Romanovs. 
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haemophilic bleeding episodes, she summoned 
him immediately. The boy was the Imperial 
family's only male heir, and his mother adored and 
doted on him. Alexandra was well aware of the 
seriousness of his condition; she had lost an uncle 
and brother to the same hereditary disease, passed 
down from her grandmother, Queen Victoria, and it 
is likely she knew that it would claim her son, too. 
Alexei became a symbol of the future of Russian 
royalty - to save him was also to save tsardom. 
Alexandra had spoken to 
many doctors and tried 
multiple cures for her 
son's disease but nothing 
had worked, and so in her 
moment of need, with her 
child dangerously close to 
death, she called upon the 
mystic holy man. 
Rasputin came to the 
palace, began to pray 
by the boy's bed and 
seemed to be able to calm the child, his condition 
rapidly improving. In another incident Alexei 
sustained an injury and lay suffering and moaning 
for days. Alexandra, remembering how Rasputin 
had managed to ease her child previously, sent a 
telegram to the man. Rasputin quickly responded 
to her worries; "The little one will not die. Do not 
allow the doctors to bother him too much." Just 
as he said, the boy's health went on to improve 
and Alexandra became convinced Rasputin was 
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‘Alexei became 
a symbol of 
the future of 

Russian royalty’ 


responsible for his recovery. Rasputin’s place in the 
royal household was secured. 

Although Rasputin’'s role was primarily as a 
healer to Alexei, he became a close confidant of 
the family, even occasionally serving as advisor to 
the tsar himself. For example, he warned Nicholas 
about entering World War I, urging him to make 
peace with Germany. Nicholas, of course, went 
along with the war anyway, which was a huge, 
costly mistake to the country and to his own 
reputation. However, 
Rasputin's easy access 
and apparent influence 
over the household 
did not go unnoticed 
Living in an apartment 
on Gorokhovaya street, 
Rasputin was frequently 
visited by peasants 
seeking assistance, but 
even more so by the 
aristocracy, many of 
whom planned to use him to gain their own favour 
at court. 

There were others who were less than fond 
of the strange peasant. Malicious rumours 
concerning Rasputin began to resurge - that he 
seduced women with his charm, using his power 
to organise secret sex rituals. For many who had 
met the ‘Mad Monk’ in passing, these claims were 
not out of the question, as he was seen to be 
overly intimate with women and his eyes, by all 
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accounts, were oddly hypnotising. One memoir 
from the period wrote of Rasputin: “What eyes he 
has! You cannot endure his gaze for long. There 

is something difficult in him, it is like you can 

feel the physical pressure, even though his eyes 
sometimes glow with kindness, but how cruel can 
they be and how frightful in anger..." Many who 
had first adored the curious man were swept up in 
the hate campaign against him. 

Some of Rasputin's enemies went to Nicholas 
and Alexandra directly to warn them of his 
influence, but both were quick to dismiss them 
When Nicholas was urged to exile him to Tobolsk 
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he commented, “I know Rasputin too well to 
believe all the tittle-tattle about him." One of 

the most damning accusations against Rasputin 
was that he was a member of the Khlysty, an 
underground sect split off from the Orthodox 
Church. The fact that he was a good dancer, and 
the sect was known for their dances and possible 
sexual promiscuity, seemed to add fuel to the 
accusation. Many different figures in the Orthodox 
Church leapt on this, accusing Rasputin of 
numerous immoral practises. 

Against such a torrent of abuse, Nicholas had no 
choice but to investigate the holy man. However, 
after two months with nothing uncovered, the 
investigation ended. Anyone who criticised 
Rasputin was condemned by a royal family pushed 
to the brink. Politicians who spoke out against him 
often found themselves relieved of their positions, 
and more willing, obedient men were put in their 
place. Rasputin’s influence now went beyond the 
Royal family and into politics as well. Even Bishop 
Theophan attempted to persuade the tsar to put 
some distance between himself and Rasputin, but 
was dismissed. Whether the allegations against 
Rasputin were true or not, many people now had a 
legitimate reason to loathe him. 

If Nicholas wasn't willing to condemn Rasputin 
with the rest of them, then the two of them would 
burn together. By associating and supporting a 
man who was regarded by many as a licentious, 
perverted and even evil force, Nicholas did little 
to bolster his own reputation. This reached an 
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extreme when the tsar took supreme command 
of the Russian armies during WWI. As this meant 
frequent trips away from the capital, his wife 
was put in charge of domestic policy alongside 
the only advisor she now trusted - Rasputin. 
The backlash was immediate; all the ministers 
threatened to resign, the nobles loudly voiced 
their disgust at Nicholas’ decision and pleaded 
with him to think again - but Rasputin’s own 
headstrong determination had rubbed off on the 
impressionable tsar and he stood his ground. 

Just as they had feared, Rasputin became 
Alexandra's close personal confidant. She was not a 
weak woman, but she was ultimately entirely at the 
whim of a man able to command immense power 
by speaking softly while dressed in rags. Rasputin 
ordered that the tsarina persuaded a far weaker 
man to obey - her husband. In this way Rasputin 
held the fate of Russia, and all of its citizens, within 
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woman; the granddaughter of Queen Victoria, 
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and children. As family became her whole life, she 
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son. The moment Rasputin's apparent powers 
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When Nicholas made the disastrous decision to 
Eee eee UCU Rm URE 
the country was essentially run by Alexandra and 
in turn Rasputin, as her most trusted advisor. She 
proceeded to dismiss ministers and their deputies, 
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soon gave rise to rumours; people began to 
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of a pro-German group. Rasputin was painted as 
adark, manipulative demon, and Alexandra as a 
hysterical, easily persuaded woman. 

The public began to believe that the Germans, 
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clutches. The ‘Mad Monk’ already had a reputation 
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seduced the most important woman in Russia. 
Alexandra ignored the rumours that Rasputin 
had openly said the tsar would let him have sex 
with his wife whenever he wanted. The tsarina 
was accustomed to writing flowery letters to all 
her close companions, but when her letters to 
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catastrophically misinterpreted. 

Pornographic caricatures of the two were 
produced and Rasputin became the most hated 
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faults, but committing affairs was not one of them. 
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which her mother and husband called her 
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ROYAL & RELIGIOUS SCANDALS 


The many lives of Rasputin 





A former prostitute stabbed 
Rasputin in the gut so 
violently that his entrails 
fell from his stomach. She 
also screamed, “I've killed 
the antichrist!” However, he 
survived after surgery. 


. 
2. Poison 

Fuelled by the country's hate, 
a group of conspirators lured 
Rasputin to their home and 
encouraged him to dine on 
wine and cyanide-laced cakes. 
Despite consuming enough 
poison to kill several men, he 
was nevertheless unaffected. 


3. Shooting 


After Rasputin failed to be 
affected by the poison, one 

of the conspirators rushed 
upstairs then returned with a 
revolver. Rasputin was shot 
through the chest. The bullet 
went clean through his body, 
but he still wasn’t dead. 

_ 


4. Beating 


After falling to the floor 
having been shot, Rasputin 
tried to escape through the 
yard. The conspirators chased 
after him and beat him with 

a rubber club when they 
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caught up. 








Daughter of the ‘Mad Monk’ 


Forced to flee from Russi« 


When Rasputin abandoned his life of 
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left behind. He also said goodbye to 
his wife and three children: Dmitri, 
Maria and Varvara. It must have been 
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escaped and lived a fugitive's existence, 
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cabaret dancer, while penning a staunch 
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Father, painted a very different portrait 
of her loathed and despised father. The 
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were responsible for the common 
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to travel across Europe, but this time 
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moved to Los Angeles and finally settled 
into a quiet life. 


entful as her father's 
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5. Shooting 

As he attempted to escape, 
Rasputin was shot at four 
more times. Only one bullet 
hit its target, and Rasputin's 
right kidney was punctured, 
with the bullet lodging in 
his spine. 


6. Shooting 

After his body was 
discovered, a bullet wound 
was found square in his 
forehead. It is said that one of 
the conspirators, his identity a 
mystery, delivered this killing 
blow when Rasputin made a 


sudden movement. 
SF 


7. Drowning 


Rasputin (allegedly still alive) 
was bundled in a blanket and 
dumped into the icy Neva 
River. When his dead body 
was discovered, his arms were 
outstretched as if to make the 
sign of the cross. 














Maria (third from left) claimed to be psychic, 
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“She was not a weak woman, but she 
was ultimately at the whim of aman 
able to command immense power" 


his hands. For the many who viewed him as a 
weird, immoral and dangerous peasant, this was 
simply unacceptable. 

It is difficult to know exactly what Rasputin, at 
this time, believed. His entire demeanour was said 
to have changed immensely after an assassination 
attempt in 1914, and it is quite possible that the 
near-death experience made him a little warier of 
trusting people. Although he was said to be strict 
and somewhat harsh with his words, there is no 
evidence to prove that Rasputin was ever violent 
or cruel. His character was, and always had been, 
independent, headstrong and in possession of 
incredible self-belief. 

Whether he thought he was doing the right thing 
or not, Rasputin had made some very dangerous 
enemies. With the tsarina refusing to acknowledge 
that he was a bad influence, the nobles decided to 
take matters into their own hands and eliminate 
the threat to Russia themselves. A group of 
conspirators, including the tsar’s first cousin and 
a member of parliament, tricked Rasputin into 
meeting with them under the pretence of meeting 
the tsar's niece. Rasputin entered the Yusupov 
Palace on the night of 17 December 1916 and was 
not seen alive again. His disappearance was noted 
immediately the next morning, and a search began. 
His body was finally discovered, frozen solid beside 


the riverbank of the Malaya Nevka River. The man 
with the hypnotising eyes was dead. 

When the conspirators planned his murder, their 
goal was likely to eliminate the powerful influence 
over the monarchy. However, the monarchy could 
not be saved, not even by destroying Rasputin. 
Russia was already hurtling off the cliff by the 
time he was murdered, and it was far too late to 
save it. In December 1916, Rasputin wrote a letter 
to the tsar about a prophecy, that if he was killed 
by the tsar’s relations then “none of your children 
will remain alive for more than two years.” He also 
predicted the tsar’s death, and the coming of the 
antichrist, to plummet the country into plague and 
poverty. He also claimed, “the Russian land will die." 

There were many who doubted Rasputin, who 
called him a charlatan and a fake that coerced 
people with pretty words and a hypnotic gaze. They 
may have been correct, and we have no way of 
knowing Rasputin’s true power. However, the ‘Mad 
Monk' was right about one thing - the Romanovs 
were overthrown ten weeks after his death and, just 
as he predicted, within two years the entire family 
was dead. It had been easy to place blame at the 
feet of the travelling mystic, rather than the weak 
leader who was supposed to be a father to all, but 
now both were dead, and Russia faced an uncertain, 
and - if Rasputin was right - dark future. 





became tsar aged just 26. This was the beginning 

of a reign that was clouded by bad judgements, 
mistakes and a blindness to the plight and opinions 
LACE) rac aC Cele eRel mee Radley 
had promised to listen to his people's demands for 
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in the divine right of tsars, these promises were soon 
revoked. 

After leading his country into disastrous and costly 
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their leader. Prices soared and riots tore through the 
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Nicholas ordered that the demonstrators be dealt 
with, and some 200 citizens were shot dead in the 
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and Nicholas had no choice but to abdicate his throne, 
aged 48. 
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squad of seven communist soldiers filed in. With time 
only to splutter, “What? What?" Nicholas was shot 
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bullets, their jewel-laden dresses shielding them, but 
they were soon ran through with bayonets and shot in 
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of the family, but also of the line of tsars in Russia. The 
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Are historic allegations of abuse enough 
to end the all-powerful silence of the 
Roman Catholic Church? 
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he Roman Catholic Church is an institution 

with a reputation for immense power and 

influence, for sealed archives and secret 

conspiracies and scandals going back 

through the centuries. For those who face 
its might, the internal machine of the vast and 


wealthiest religion on earth can seem monumental, 


its hierarchies impossible to navigate. It has proven 
capable of dispatching scandalous allegations after 
scandalous allegation but for the Roman Catholic 
Church, silence could not endure forever. For 
centuries it has wielded an immeasurable power 
over matters spiritual, secular and political. Yet 

in the late 1980s the foundations were laid for a 
shameful scandal that would echo for decades. 

From across the world came allegations of 
widespread sexual abuse, emerging slowly at 
first but then gaining in speed and traction until 
they reached epidemic proportions. Every new 
day brought a new story and the media went 
into overdrive, with the headlines screaming of 
widespread abuse going back decades, of high- 
level cover-ups, powerful cardinals who turned a 
blind eye and advocated prayer over punishments, 
and efforts to silence victims who were only now 
daring to come forward. 

It swiftly became apparent that the allegations 
were not limited geographically but were being 
made across the globe. At first the church tried 
to argue that it was under siege from a scandal- 
hungry press but this defence was doomed to fail 
and eventually, it was forced to face its accusers. 


While criminal and civil investigations were 
opened during the 1990s, it was not until 2001 that 
the church began its own internal inquiry. This was 
performed by the Holy See, the church's governing 
body, and its task was monumental. Covering half a 
century and some 3,000 priests, it would not be an 
easy job for the church. 

The public were shocked to learn that cases 
of suspected abuse were not referred to Rome 
or local law enforcement, but dealt with in the 
local diocese. Often this meant that the suspected 
offender was simply relocated and the problem 
moved along, leaving the victim without any 
support or justice. 

Those who had been children when they were 
abused now came forward as adults and in Ireland, 
a commission was established specifically to 
investigate widespread sexual abuse in Catholic 
institutions for boys. The commission shockingly 
tuled that the church had knowledge of the abuse 
at the time and that independent inspectors of the 
institutions turned a blind eye to violent and sexual 
offences. Often the victims were amongst the most 
vulnerable in society and, when measured against 
the power and influence of Catholicism in Ireland, 
these forgotten children stood little chance of 
anyone listening to their claims. 

Years later when they came forward as adults 
though, all of that changed. Now the volume of 
accusations became overwhelming. The number 
of allegations made against clergy in the United 
States far outstripped the rest of the world while, in 
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addition to investigations in Ireland, the Archbishop 
of Vienna resigned due to the sheer number of 
allegations his church faced. A BBC documentary 
regarding the Latin American church revealed that 
a number of priests were predatory paedophiles 
whilst in Australia, a Royal Commission was 
opened to investigate institutional abuse, including 
that committed by members of the Catholic 

Church. In all of these cases, the focus wasn’t 

only on those who had perpetrated abuse but 
on the cover-ups that had allowed it to continue, 
unchallenged, for years. 

The church itself initially complained that the 
media was conducting a witch hunt and that the 
cases were actually a very small minority which 
had been blown out of proportion. Indeed, 

Pope Francis later suggested that two per cent 
of the clergy were paedophiles, in line with 
international figures across the wider populace. 
This, of course, did little to assuage concerns 
and the church came under intense scrutiny 
to put its house in order and end the culture 
of silence and secrecy that had reigned for so 
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long. Answers were sought from the highest level, 
with the pope himself called to account not for 
the abuse, but for the failure of his predecessors 
to address it and see that the perpetrators were 
properly punished. 
In fact, the Vatican requested only that 
allegations of sexual abuse were reported to Rome 
before they were passed down to be dealt with by 
local church officials. A 2004 report found that 
abusive priests, however, had not been punished 
but had simply been relocated and allowed to 
continue mixing with children. Though this wasn't 
always the case, of course, it was a popular solution 
and the church didn't advocate medical or legal 
intervention to treat or punish the abuser. Instead, 
initially it encouraged offenders to pray for the 
urge to abuse to be removed. Eventually, however, 
the church did open treatment facilities in North 
America that claimed a unanimous success rate, 
though no independent data exists to support this. 
Across the globe the church began to accept the 
truth of allegations and offer settlements to victims. 
In 2001 Pope Jean Paul II gave a statement in 
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"In 2011, moves 
were made to 
prosecute the 

Pope for crimes 

against humanity’ 


which he unequivocally condemned members of 
the clergy who had sexual contact with a minor, 
consensual or not. At the same time a transparent 
approach to dealing with sex abuse allegations 
was unveiled, determining that legal authorities 
and the Vatican should always be informed of 
allegations that had even the slightest suggestion 
of truth. They included a clause allowing the pope 
to directly intervene to dismiss a priest but, at the 
same time, allowed a priest to keep his office if he 
agreed to a life of penance. 


His successor, however, went one 
stage further, declaring that no priest 
who had been a paedophile would be 
tolerated to remain in the clergy. He 
apologised for the damage done to 
the Roman Catholic Church in North 
America and assured the world that 
every allegation would be properly 
investigated and pursued. For many, it 

was seen as too little, too late. 

Across the world, there was still 

felt to be a failure within the church 
to acknowledge that abuse and cover- 
up was a systemic problem. Instead, 

it was attributed to failures in each 
individual territory, each unconnected 
with the other. With allegations against 
thousands of priests in the United 
States resulting in just 150 prosecutions, 


some wondered how vigorously the cases were 


being pursued. Promises to be quick to act were 


one thing, but the evidence of such speedy 


intervention seemed to be lacking. 
Convinced that Pope Benedict XVI had played 


a major role in covering up the extent of abuse, in 
2011 moves were made to prosecute the Pope for 


crimes against humanity. That case has yet to reach 
fruition and though he has resigned, Benedict 
remains a resident in the Vatican, protected by its 
unbreathable immunity. Yet still calls to prosecute 
him ring out, a clear sign that the days of the 
untouchable Catholic Church are definitely falling 
into the past. 

Today the focus is not only on putting right the 
wrongs of the past, but ensuring that such crimes 
can never happen again. Though the church is 
keen to move on and claim that it has addressed 
the problems in its own structure that allowed 
abuse to go unchallenged and unpunished, its 
critics argue that vulnerable children are still 
targeted to this day. Likewise, those looking 

to receive justice and move on with lives are 
frustrated from doing so by the molasses-slow pace 
encountered by law enforcement agencies dealing 
with the Vatican hierarchy. 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
the Child continues to call for the church to remove 
all known or suspected abusers from its offices, and 
for sealed archives regarding abuse and its cover-up 
to be opened and handed over to law enforcement, 
so that prosecutions can be made wherever 
appropriate. The Holy See, however, has not 
responded to these requests but the intervention of 
the UN must be seen as a positive thing for those 
still trying to achieve justice. 

Perhaps one day the archives will be unsealed 
and those protected for years might finally find 
themselves facing justice for their crimes. Until 
that day comes, however, it seems unlikely that 
this particular genie will ever be back in the 
bottle. Embattled and under intense scrutiny, the 
Roman Catholic Church has been forever changed 
by the allegations of abuse that have haunted it 
for decades. 
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With rumours of suppressed homosexuality rife in the 
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someone linked it to the allegations of abuse. That 
moment came in 2010 and that someone was Cardinal 
Tarcisio Bertone, Pope Benedict's right-hand man. 
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been 30 per cent female and 60 per cent male, Bertone 
falsely stated that links between homosexuality and 
paedophilia were well documented. 

Bertone’s comments provoked a worldwide outcry 
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scandalous statement. Bertone had not been blaming 
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attempting to interpret the statistics in his own way. 

In fact, a study commissioned by the bishops of 
the North American Roman Catholic Church that 
same year categorically denied any links between 
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it concluded, the abuse was more prevalent among 
adolescent boys simply because they were the largest 
group that the clergy had access to, Even this study 
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independent verification. 

In 2002, a team of journalists from the Boston 
Globe came across a story that became the most 
important they would ever report. They discovered 
that Cardinal Bernard Law, the most senior Catholic 
clergyman in Boston, Massachusetts, had permitted 
apriest, John Geoghan, to continue working, even 
though he knew he was a serial child abuser. 
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proving Geoghan was not an exception and that 
priests were routinely moved around the world, 
with their crimes going unreported and their victims 
ignored. Geoghan’s victims were paid $10 million 
and he was placed under arrest. While awaiting trial, 
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Although allegations of sexual abuse by priests 
had already been made, the story proved the catalyst 
for the avalanche of revelations that followed. Law 
resigned his position and the Vatican found itself 
suddenly held to account for its actions. 
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uncovered the Boston scandal won a Pulitzer Prize 
for Public Service. 12 years later their story was filmed 
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Picture. More valuable than any number of awards, 
however, was that the team of Globe reporters 
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and seek some justice for what they had endured. 
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many lovers, but she was loved 
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PRINCESS MARGARET 


AN AFFAIR 


| TO FORGET 


How Britain's party princess fell for one of 
the nation’s most notorious gangsters 


elevised for all the world to see, the 

coronation of Elizabeth II was beamed 

into millions of homes across the 

Commonwealth. As the nation’s beloved 

princess embraced her destiny to become 
queen, cameras cut to her younger sister. Margaret, 
the elegant 22-year-old princess, turned to the man 
beside her and absent-mindedly brushed lint from 
the shoulder of his suit. In one unguarded instant, 
the princess had said more about her feelings for 
this man than anyone could have known. 

On this most sacred of days for the royal family, 
a scandal had broken - but for her adoring public, 
this was the princess's one shot at true happiness. 
As the nation rooted for Margaret, the royal family 
had other ideas, and any question of the princess 
marrying Peter Townsend, a divorced RAF 
officer and father of two, was quickly quashed. 
Heartbroken, the couple determined that if they 
couldn't marry each other, they would never marry 
at all. 

Yet only four years later, Townsend was 
betrothed to a young Belgian woman who bore a 
striking resemblance to his one-time royal lover. 
Utterly devastated, the next day the princess 
announced her engagement to her photographer 
beau, Antony Armstrong-Jones. In 1960 the couple 
was married in a lavish ceremony at Westminster 
Abbey, and Margaret's new husband was endowed 


with the title of Earl of Snowdon. The facade the 
couple presented was one of a happy, charmed life, 
but beneath the mask lay a very different reality. 
Despite having two children together, the couple's 
relationship was in tatters. Both had indulged in 
affairs, and Princess Margaret was linked to several 
high-profile names, including Robin Douglas-Home, 
who committed suicide after their brief affair 
ended, and Roddy Llewellyn, who was 17 years 
Margaret's junior. 

Yet her marriage to Snowdon had its benefits. 
In 1960, the newlyweds received a plot of land 
on the island of Mustique in the Caribbean from 
Colin Tennant, a Scottish aristocrat who Margaret 
had known since her days with Townsend. Here, 
on this island that Snowdon reputedly abhorred, 
she built her villa, Les Jolies Eaux. Year after year, 
Margaret would seek solace in the paradise of the 
tich and famous, away from the prying eyes of 
the press. It was here, too, where Margaret met the 
infamous John Bindon, whose charms and dry wit 
won over the princess. 

A born-and-bred Cockney, Bindon roamed the 
turf of Fulham, where he rubbed shoulders with 
its increasingly wealthy and aristocratic residents. 
Talent-spotted, Bindon fell into acting in 1967, 
playing the role of a domestic abuser in the British 
film Poor Cow. With his roguish charms and 
hardened attitude, Bindon was the perfect choice 
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to star as violent thugs, and he filled many more 
gangster roles over the coming years, including 

in Get Carter. But while Bindon starred in several 
classic British films, he lived a second life on his 
territory. Bindon had been a notorious gangster 

on the London scene, extorting money and debt 
collecting, and was renowned for his unpredictable 
and brutish temper. 

In 1974, while Margaret planned her retreat to 
Mustique, Bindon was implicated in an assault 
on the streets of London. Wanted by the police, 
Bindon fled, and accepted a conveniently timed 
invitation to holiday in the Caribbean from fellow 
actor Dana Gillespie. With nothing but the clothes 
on his back, Bindon made his way to the island, 
where his humour and charm singled him out as a 
companion for Princess Margaret. 

While on the island, the pair formed an 
unshakeable bond. Undaunted by her status as a 
high-ranking royal, Bindon joked around with her 
like his cronies back in London - to her, his crass 
humour was a breath of fresh air compared to the 
stuffy, formal environment of royal life back in 
Britain. Just days after their first encounter, the one 
known photograph of the two on the island was 
taken together. Margaret, relaxed in her swimming 
costume, lounges next to Bindon, who slouches 
down beside the princess, wearing a provocative 
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t-shirt emblazoned with the words ‘Enjoy Cocaine’ 
This private photograph would come back to haunt 
the two just years later. 

Back in Britain, their liaison intensified. Despite 
his relationship with actress and model Vicki 
Hodge, Bindon and Margaret continued to meet 
in secret. Decades later, Hodge reflected on the 
scandalous couple's connection, explaining 
that he had received phone calls from her staff, 
summoning him to Kensington Palace. Often 
he would be picked up by a car, which would 
take him to another car, which would then take 
him to the princess's residence. Yet despite their 
companionship, Bindon - the notorious womaniser 
who would happily kiss and tell - remained tight- 
lipped about his relationship with the princess. 

But the age of discretion was drawing to a swift 
close. Spotted together several times in public, 
tongues began to wag about the princess and 
her illicit lover. At Christmas in 1975, Margaret 
arranged another trip to Mustique, inviting Bindon 
along for the start of her holiday. With Hodge, 
his enduring girlfriend, on his arm, the couple 
joined the princess on the Caribbean island. Yet 
even with Hodge around, the lovers spiralled into 
their illicit ways. Reflecting on the trip for a 2009 
documentary, Hodge described the two as “very 
magnetised towards each other, and they were 





obviously involved.” Bindon - infamous among his 
friends for being well-endowed - was implored to 
show the princess his party trick. Walking down 
the beach, the gangster dropped his trousers and 
“probably did the helicopter move,” remarks Hodge, 
“and flung it around a few times." 

But Bindon and Hodge only stayed on the island 
for a couple of weeks. It was to be Margaret's 
following guest who proved to be her - and 
her lover's - undoing. Having broken off their 
relationship years before, ex-lover Roddy Llewellyn 
returned to Mustique to rekindle his flame with 
Princess Margaret. Unbeknown to the reunited 
lovers, an undercover journalist had managed 
to sneak onto the island. Back home in Britain, 
photographs of the princess and her toyboy were 
published in the papers, much to the public's 
disgust. No longer a young princess in love with 
a dashing officer, Margaret's popularity had 
plummeted as her hedonistic lifestyle of indulgence 
and immorality spiralled out of control, and the 
revelation of her extra-marital affair was the final 
nail in her coffin. Lord Snowdon - conveniently 
ignoring his own liaisons - played the victim, and 
initiated divorce proceedings against Margaret. 

Meanwhile, plunging deeper and deeper into 
drink and drugs, Bindon’s discretion began 
to waver and fault. As stories of the princess's 























“Bindon began to tell tales of his encounters 
with the queen's sister, going so far as to boast 
about owning compromising photos of her" 


Peter 
Weyer trees 


I VE leer lam: 


ON one R Cm Mn Kee Ud ett 
hand man, handsome and smart, on the 
surface Peter Townsend was everything 
aprincess and her parents could want 
in a man - so why was the royal family 
and British government so determined 
to keep the couple apart? 

Having joined the RAF in 1933, 
Ba nek Lek el ke LLORAS 
atTaaTeM (eld R Wim Melee kell | em (ela TEAL} 
had been promoted to flight lieutenant. 
er eke en eee) 
squadron leaders during the Battle of 
1S Tale-] [ACen RiareL ae one 874218) 
ota eee Lead 
Pee e Ne tae ema es 
shot down, Townsend suffered an 
amputated big toe, but continued to 
lead his squadron to success. 

By 1944, Townsend was appointed 
equerry to King George VI - father of 
ea eoM leet 
deputy master of the household. 

eT AR) kek 
flourished, Townsend's personal life 
VER 1ae er ea (6) 
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met and married Rosemary Pawle after 
amere two weeks of courtship, and 
luo eR sae 
he finally took his position in the king's 
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another, Townsend was in the midst of 
Eo ae eke 

Finally, with the separation finalised, 
Townsend proposed to Margaret - an 
offer that she could hardly refuse. Yet 
under 25, and requiring the permission 
ea a en ae ke ee 
~ Margaret was in no place to accept 
him. The prospect of a princess 
marrying a divorcee was far too much 
for the British government, and it 
was announced that the marriage 
would only be sanctioned if Margaret 
ae neohome nC Rael y 

It was too much to ask for a princess 
Vina eae ikem bee Arle Red} 
October 1955, Margaret announced 
that she would not marry the love of 
nai 
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PRINCESS MARGARET 


adulteress ways began to break in the papers, 
Bindon began to tell tales of his encounters 

with the queen's sister, going so far as to boast 
about owning compromising photos of her. Yet 
with whispers of their liaisons having plagued 

the princess since their first trip to Mustique, 

Her Majesty's security services had kept track of 
Bindon. Following him one evening, they allegedly 
cornered the gangster and demanded that he 
remain silent about the princess - or risk being 
eliminated. Bindon reputedly burnt the photos and 
never spoke of his relationship with Margaret again. 

So ended the most scandalous liaison in the 
British royal family - but it was by no means the 
end of the matter for either Princess Margaret or 
John Bindon. After a 1978 pub brawl, Bindon was 

accused of murdering fellow London gangster 
John Darke. Having handed himself in to police, 
Bindon was tried for the murder of Darke, but 
acquitted in November of 1979, With the rumours 
of his love affair with Princess Margaret still 
making the rounds - and vehemently denied 

by both parties - the Daily Mirror eventually 

stumbled across the one private photograph 

that could tear apart the whole story. The 

photograph was run on the cover with the line: 
‘Together on the island of Mustique, Margaret and 
the man cleared of murder’. 

Life for both Bindon and Margaret never again 
reached the hedonistic heyday of their time in 
Mustique. Bindon's acting career dried up after 
stories of his violence made the rounds, and 
Margaret's reputation never fully recovered after 
her divorce. Bitterly, she pursued her relationship 
with Llewellyn, before he too left her. 
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Peter Townsend - the 
man Margaret was 
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THE KING AND 
HIS DANCER 


King Ludwig I of Bavaria might have fallen head over 
heels for dancer Lola Montez, but those in his kingdom 
certainly didn't share his feelings 


t hangs in a quiet corner of Schloss 

Nymphenburg just outside of Munich. Of the 

36 portraits adorning King Ludwig I's famous 

Schonheitengalerie, or Gallery of Beauties, one 

stands out. Painted by Josef Karl Stieler in 1847, 
it depicts a starkly beautiful woman, her ivory 
face framed by a cascade of dark hair dotted with 
vibrant red roses. When the King commissioned 
the portrait, she was already one of the 19th 
century's most notorious women; within 16 
months, she would cost him his throne. 

The 60-year-old Ludwig I had always admired 
beauty. Born in Strasbourg, where his father 
Maximilian served with the French Army, he was 
named in honour of his godfather, the doomed 
King Louis XVI. After coming to the Bavarian 
throne in 1825, he'd spent a fortune transforming 
Munich into a second Athens, with neoclassical 
arches, temples, and galleries full of Greek 
sculpture. Personable and charming, the King 
dressed shabbily, wrote reams of turgid poetry, 
and had a tendency to Wittelsbach eccentricity 
- the same eccentricity that led his daughter 
Alexandra to believe she had once swallowed a 
glass piano. Bavarians forgave him much: even his 
extramarital affairs caused more bemusement than 
condemnation, though everyone sympathised with 
poor Queen Therese, whom Ludwig had married in 
1810. But the well of forgiveness sprung a fatal leak 
after 7 October 1848, when the King met a young 
dancer who changed everything. 
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Two days earlier, the exotic woman had swept 
into Munich trailing intrigue, claiming to be the 
daughter of Spanish grandees. Born Eliza Gilbert 
in 1821 to Irish parents, she'd endured a peripatetic 
childhood, shuffled between relatives and boarding 
schools before eloping at 16 with a young British 
officer, whom she divorced after five years in 
India. Soon she was in London, calling herself Lola 
Montez as she took the stage as a dancer. Her talent 
was minimal, but Lola was a born self-promoter: 
she used her beauty and flaunted sensuality to 
attract attention. Audiences clamoured to see her 
Spider Dance, as Lola swayed her hips and shook 
plastic spiders from beneath her lifted skirts - in 
the process revealing that she wore nothing 
beneath the costume. After an audience member 
recognised the ‘Spanish’ Lola as the Irish Eliza, 
she fled England. Scandal chased her across the 
continent as one country after another expelled 
her amid high-profile affairs (her lovers were said 
to include Tsar Nicholas I of Russia, Franz Liszt, 
and Alexandre Dumas), tragic duels, and rumours 
of blackmail. 

In October 1846, Lola presented herself to the 
director of the State Theatre in Munich demanding 
an engagement. The official refused, claiming 
that her appearance would outrage Bavaria’s 
notoriously conservative Catholic morality. Not 
to be put off, she ran to the Residenz Palace and 
gained an audience with King Ludwig I, pleading 
her case. According to rumour, the King eyed her 


he 


Put pees 
Perea ncce ounces 
area his people 








This portrait of Lola Montez, 

painted in 1847, hangs in 

Neh es Rhus Rom ENCE Ck 

“i . Gallery of Beauties 
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low décolletage, asking if her generous bosom 
could possibly be real: she answered by ripping 
her bodice open and revealing her assets. 
Bewitched, the King ordered his theatre director to 
announce her Munich debut. Things went badly: 
hisses greeted her first appearance on the stage. 
At her second - and last - performance a few days 
later armed police had to fill the orchestra pit to 
prevent a riot. 

Ludwig ignored the troubles and spent endless 
afternoons with his dancer, commissioning her 
portrait for his Gallery of Beauties and, it was 
whispered, talking Bavarian politics, much to 
the horror of his government. Since 1837, the 
Ultramontane Party, a reactionary group backed by 
the Catholic Church, had been in power, enacting 
repressive censorship and anti-Protestant laws. 
They'd ignored the King’s previous liaisons, but 
the Spanish dancer was different: she was, people 
whispered, a secret agent sponsored by either the 
Freemasons or the Protestants. With her sensuality, 
taste for the exotic and sordid reputation, it didn't 
require much effort to believe that Lola Montez was 
a dangerous adventuress bent on destroying the 
Catholic hold on power. 

At first, officials cautiously warned the King 
against her, but Ludwig dismissed their concerns, 
insisting that he was in love and had the same right 
to happiness as his subjects. Officials gritted their 
teeth when he bought her a mansion, but his plan 
to make Lola a countess led to open revolt. When 
ministers warned that only Bavarian citizens could 
teceive titles, Ludwig ordered her naturalisation. 
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“Scandal chased her across the continent 
as one country after another expelled her 
amidst high-profile affairs’ 


Prime Minister Karl von Abel, cautioning that the 
King's infatuation was “.. weakening respect for the 
throne and wounding national feeling," demanded 
that Ludwig give up his dancer. The King replied 
by firing Abel and dissolving his government; in 
their place came a cabinet of liberals that Ludwig 
had selected with Lola's help. To celebrate, Ludwig 
named Lola Countess of Landsfeld and Baroness 
Rosenthal and gave her an annual allowance 

of 20,000 Marks; he even made his humiliated 
wife receive the dancer and honour her with 
membership in Queen Therese's personal order. 
Head swelled by royal attention, Lola acted with 
something short of aristocratic gentility, swearing 
at enemies and chasing them through the streets 
with a horsewhip. 

This reckless, dangerous dance alarmed 
everyone but the King and Lola. When Catholic 
professors at Munich's university protested the 
liaison, Ludwig had them fired. An angry mob of 
students demonstrated outside of Lola's mansion; 
she happily waved at them from her window and 
toasted them with champagne before convincing 
her lover to shutter the institution. The order, 
which came on 9 February 1848, sent shockwaves 


through Munich as the capital rebelled: Catholics 
were morally outraged, students rioted, and even 
he King's humbler subjects took to the streets 

n protest. The Countess of Landesfeld unwisely 
hose this moment to venture beyond the 
rotective walls of her mansion: a mob chased her 
hrough the streets, forcing her to take refuge in 

e Theatinerkirche. She was rescued only when 
he King sent an armed regiment to surround 

e church. But Lola made a bad situation worse 
by breaking out her pistol and firing it over the 
demonstrators. The furious crowd followed her 
back to her mansion, broke through the armed 
cordon, and hurled rocks through the windows. 
Terrified, the dancer fled to the stables, hopped in 
a carriage, and quickly escaped to a nearby country 
inn to again await rescue by the King. 

Ludwig still refused to give up his dancer. 
Hearing this, his entire government - the same 
officials Lola had helped him select - resigned in 
protest. Thousands gathered before the Residenz 
Palace demanding that the King reopen the 
university and expel Lola from Bavaria. Ludwig 
was shocked: he had spectacularly underestimated 
just how hated his mistress had become. One tense 


ve 





LUDWIG I & LOLA MONTEZ 


Wittelsbachs 
Pe ee 
kingdom 


How a kingdom founded on 
international alliances began 
its downfall 


King Ludwig | might have had a chance of surviving 
the Lola Montez affair had his kingdom not been 
quite so new. Although his family of Wittelsbach had 
ruled as dukes and electors for hundreds of years, it 
took a French upstart to cement their royal status. 
In 1805, Europe was divided between two opposing 
forces: the Habsburgs of Austria and the conquering 





pee Tete Cee Napoleon Bonaparte of Republican France. Knowing 
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of Landsfeld was sieged ! iat gl 4 


Prime Minister Maximilian von Montgelas advised 
filam Ch CAR eee ONAN ee} 

In exchange for this support, Napoleon declared 
Bavaria a kingdom and Maximilian | Josef became 

TR aOL emi Mme e ats10 MMM) oko 
convenience lasted just seven years: in 1813, Bavaria 
broke with France and joined forces against Napoleon 
PEE eae Rona ese la UU eRe) ok Tn SAL) 
Maximilian | Josef cemented his eventual victory over 
Napoleon by granting a parliament and proclaiming 

EReo emcee lle neat neko) man 
country’s Protestant minority. 

When Ludwig | inherited the throne on Maximilian 
| Josef's death in 1825, Bavaria was the third most 
powerful of the Teutonic states, ranking just behind 
eae eNO] SVU CeCe 
foal aN aR CR nen Ee RUA Ree 
(U)ttreTan rela le-la( Mela a AS eR nie] ee OLE LOR C]i cd 
me ER On ra OR AUR Un ele er-ile} 
and expose just how tenuous the Wittelsbach throne 
really was. 
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Dance like 
everyone's 
watching 


avelling the world with 
her Spider Dance, Lola 
Montez’s prc ative 
routine caused uproal 


After a scandalous marriage that ended in her 
husband's mysterious death in 1851, Lola took to 
Pere Rr ol eR oR MOR Coe ee-1CC 
Me eRe eC aes 
o(Teyfa cen meee EMRE CCR RCL 
introducing audiences to her dance that flirted with 
(ool) oS AR Ue) yee Pe 

Donning flesh-coloured tights, a short dress 
with multicoloured petticoats and with spiders 
made of cork dangling from her skirts, Montez 


danced, spun, writhed and stamped in an attempt 
om ce) Rel M UL) eR Mee (at ole on 
yet the show was a sell-out. Night after night, 


Reel ee ge em mee) 
appalling the prim ladies and tantalising the men. 
On 28 May 1853, the Daily Alta California wrote of 
Roa murlile he Spider Dance is a very 
remarkable affair. horoughly Spanish, certainly, 
and it cannot be denied that it is a most attractive 
performance. As a danseuse, Madame Lola is above 
mediocrity. Indeed, some parts of her execution 
PTR Te) ae 

BUM eM ener ake eed 
elusive - some consider that the dance was 
inspired by the Italian tarantella, a dance that finds 
its roots in tarantism, an incurable dancing mania 
that was thought to be caused by the bite of a 
spider. Growing increasingly more manic as the 
dance progresses, the victims would only recover 
after a long bout of dancing to an increasingly more 
manic beat. 

PN ie) 9) er) eA aeons) 
Lola took her dance to Australia to entertain 
workers at gold mines. It proved unsuccessful and 
one year later she returned to the US, apparently 
eye ane Rene rele 





The map of the infamous spider 
PEW a kore rd 


meeting followed another and, by nightfall, Ludwig 
made a reluctant decision: not only would he allow 
the university reopened but, to save his throne, he 
would sacrifice the woman he loved 

Lola had returned to the city earlier that day, 
disguised in a soldier's uniform. Hiding in the 
apartment of a supporter, she sent an urgent 
message to the King begging for protection. 
That night his reply came, ordering her to leave 
Munich at once. Refusing to believe she had been 
abandoned, Lola grabbed the message and tore it to 
pieces. It took two policemen, pistols drawn against 
her, to convince Lola to obey. Under cover of 
darkness, a carriage swept 
her out of Munich to the 
safety of Switzerland. 

Ludwig had waited 
too long to act: all across 
Europe, discontent was 
on the rise as the 1848 
Revolution took hold and 
mobs filled the streets of 
Paris and Vienna. On 4 
March, the King’s angry 
subjects stormed the 
armoury, stole weapons, and prepared to lay 
siege to the Residenz unless Ludwig agreed 
to further concessions. Looking out over the 
barricades, with his soldiers on one side and his 
people - armed with pistols, swords, and axes - 
on the other, the King offered a few half-hearted 
teforms. But Lola shattered the uneasy peace by 
returning, unbidden, to Munich a week later. Once 
again mobs filled the streets; after setting fire to 
the Ministry of Police, a crowd swelled around the 
Residenz waving weapons. Hoping to avert disaster, 
Ludwig announced he had stripped the dancer 
of her Bavarian citizenship and noble titles, and 
banned her from the country. It wasn't enough to 
appease his subjects. Tired and disillusioned, and 





“To save his 
throne, Ludwi 
would sacrifice the 
woman he loved" 


Acontemporary illustration of Lola Montez, posed 
ready to perform her controversial dance 





earing for his safety, Ludwig finally abdicated on 
20 March. In his proclamation, he insisted that, 
despite the tumult, "..my heart still glows with 
affection for Bavaria.” 

The former King lived for another 20 years, 
spending much of his time at an elegant villa in 
Nice. At first, he kept up a lengthy correspondence 
with Lola, professing his love and sending her 
some 70,000 Marks a year - at least until he 
learned that she had transferred her affections to 
other admirers. Poor Ludwig died in Nice on 29 
February 1868. Thousands of Bavarians lined the 
streets of Munich for his funeral: in death, all had 
been forgiven 

And what of the 
woman at the centre 
of the scandal? Lola 
roamed the world, 
dancing and writing 
her memoirs. Along the 
way she accumulated 
two additional 
ex-husbands and a string 
of mysteriously dead 
hangers-on. Gradually 
public interest waned: the theatrical bookings 
dried up and the profligate Lola, having spent 
her way through Ludwig's stipends, retreated to 
an obscure world of shabby hotels and genteel 
poverty. The fall left her contemplative. "I dare not 
think of the past!" she declared 

Once she had abandoned plain Eliza Gilbert 
for the exotic Lola Montez; now, she replaced the 
sensuous dancer with penitential convert, reading 
the Bible and begging for forgiveness. A stroke left 
her paralysed before pneumonia finally took her 
on 17 January 1861 at the age of 39. She was buried 
in Brooklyn, beneath a headstone emblazed not 
with her notorious pseudonym but rather, “Mrs. 
Eliza Gilbert.” 





The year of revolutions 


Bavaria wasn't the only state to be rocked by revolution. 




















1848 was the year of revolutions in 
Europe. Disillusioned intellectuals and 
students joined forces with impoverished 
workers in demanding liberal reforms, 
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France 

The chaotic year began in France, 

with February revolts against 

Orléanist King Louis Philippe and 

his disastrous rule, which saw the 

country slide into economic chaos. 

After the government outlawed 

contentious political dinners, angry 

mobs took to the streets; 52 people 
were killed, and the prime minister 
resigned. With the avenues of Paris 
barricaded and its buildings in 
flames, Louis Philippe abdicated on 

: 24 February and fled to England, 

: Violence continued throughout the 
summer in the new republic, and was 
quelled only in December when Louis 
Napoleon was elected president: 
three years later, he declared himself 
Emperor Napoleon Ill. 





: 
: Prussia 

i A month after Louis Philippe’s 
abdication, a Berlin crowd demanded 
that King Frederick Wilhelm IV grant 
press freedom, a constitution and an 
elected parliament. Fearing for his 
throne, the King agreed but he soon 
deployed his army in the streets to 
repel protesters: in the ensuing days, 
hundreds of demonstrators were 
killed. With Berlin in chaos, the King 
reiterated his earlier promises and 
gave Prussia a constitution. 









including freedom of the press, tax relief, 
and a voice in government. Disorganised, 
the uprisings spread from state to state 
with disparate results. 











. 
Austria 

Two weeks after the French Revolution, the chaos spread to 

the Habsburg Empire. Demonstrations in Vienna drove Emperor 
Ferdinand I's Foreign Minister Prince Klemens von Metternich into 
exile and forced concessions including a half-hearted constitution 
that pleased no one. The Emperor fled to Innsbruck amid 
continued rioting, and, by early summer, Habsburg-controlled 
Hungary was in open revolt. It took months to put down the 
rebellion: not until November did imperial troops finally recapture 
Vienna from the revolutionaries. But the strain was too much 

for the aged and mentally infirm Ferdinand: on 2 December he 
abdicated and his nephew Franz Josef took the throne. 


beer reee zai bg Beeler talons 
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Denmark 

When King Christian VIII of Denmark 
died in January 1848, his successor 
Frederick VII faced immediate 
rebellion from subjects calling for 

an end to the autocratic system 
then in place. Frederick granted a 
constitution and named prominent 
liberal politicians as members of his 
new ruling cabinet, thus averting 
revolution. The Netherlands suffered 
no real revolutionary movement in 
1848, but the abdications of the 
monarchs of France and Bavaria left 
King William II worried enough that 
he reformed the constitution and 
introduced parliamentary democracy 
in his country. 





The German state of Saxony 
witnessed some of the most violent 
riots of 1848. Ironically, composer 
Richard Wagner - who became the 
favourite of Ludwig I's grandson 
Ludwig II - led the demonstrations in 
Dresden, demanding judicial reform, 
and end of press censorship and a 
constitution. Taken by surprise, King 
Frederick Augustus II quickly agreed 
to the demands of the protesters. 
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ROYAL & RELIGIOUS SCANDALS * 


It has been called the greatest love story in history, as well as the 
greatest royal scandal, the affair between Wallis Simpson and 
Edward VIII changed the course of British history forever 
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dward VIII is remembered for causing what 
may be the most infamous royal scandal 
in history. In December 1936, less than a 
year after his ascension, he abdicated the 
throne to marry the love of his life: Wallis 
Simpson. A two-time divorcee, the British and 
Dominion governments considered her politically, 
socially and morally unsuitable as a prospective 
consort, and marrying her would have presented 
a constitutional crisis. To avoid this, the king 
decided to step down. However, before he had 
even met Wallis, Edward's life was plagued 
with scandal, mainly thanks to his penchant for 
illicit liaisons. From his early 20s, he engaged 


* 


in a series of relationships with prostitutes and 
socialites, but most of all, married women. Might 
the affair for which he is most remembered be 
the least scandalous of them all? 

Towards the end of 1916, while the then Prin 
Edward was with the British Army in France, 
his two equerries decided that, at the age of 22, 
his virginity had been unhealthily protracted. 
They took him to Amiens, gave him an excellent 
dinner with much wine and then entrusted him 
to the skilled care of a French prostitute. Her 
ministrations proved effective, and dramatically 
changed the pattern of his private life. “Oh! To 
set eyes on one of the darlings again!” he wrote 


in anguish from the Front a few months later. 


“How one does miss them, and I don't think of 
anything but women now." Though it is true 
that in the whole of his life he only seriously 
loved two women, as a young man he enjoyed 
an ntful and animated sex life, convincing 
himself each time that his passion was real and 
lasting before moving on to another conquest. 
On the whole, the prince preferred women 
who were older than he was. His first great 
love was Marion Coke, wife of the future Earl 
of Leicester. “How can I express to you all I feel 
about it or thank you for everything?” he wrote 
after one particularly rapturous period of leave 
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EDWARD VIII & WALLIS SIMPSON 
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in London. “C'est impossible, tho’ you know how 
much I long to and do in my thoughts. You have 
been too angelically kind to me for words and have 
absolutely changed my life..." But Lady Coke was 
far too sensible to let the relationship get out of 
hand or cause any serious embarrassment to her 
complaisant husband. 

More serious, in that it could theoretically have 
ended in marriage, was his affair with Portia 
Cadogan. Portia was the daughter of a rich and 
landed earl - handsome rather than pretty - with 
a powerful personality and with a good game of 
golf. “It was divine!” the prince confided to his diary 
after an evening with her at the Gaiety Theatre 


followed by two hours dancing to the gramophone, 
“particularly as I'm madly in love with her! Oh, if 
only...” If only what? One wonders. 

It would have been a striking breakthrough for 
the heir to the British throne to marry someone 
not of royal blood, but eligible princesses were in 
short supply in Europe at that time and it would 
not have taken much argument to persuade 
King George V that Portia might one day make 
a satisfactory queen. For some reason, however - 
perhaps because the prince seemed reluctant to 
commit himself - Portia wearied of the affair and 
announced her engagement to another man. 


The prince professed himself much disappointed, 


‘On the whole, the prince preferred women 
who were older than he was’ 


Edward and Wallis talk 
with reporters in Baltimore 
pe Q GCSB eLCy 


but quickly transferred his attentions to 
Rosemary Leveson-Gower, daughter of the Duke 
of Sutherland. The queen took alarm. “I agree 
Rosemary is attractive,” she wrote, “but pray don't 
think of her. There is a taint in the blood of her 
mother's family.” He had no serious intentions in 
that direction, the prince reassured his mother, but 
Rosemary Leveson-Gower remained the focus of 
his attentions until, in February 1919, he met the 
first of his two great loves, Freda Dudley Ward. 

Freda, from the point of view of the king and 
queen, was less threatening than Rosemary 
Leveson-Gower in that she was safely married to 
arich liberal member of parliament. Her husband, 
16 years older than her, had his own fish to fry 
and, if anything, was gratified that his wife should 
attract the attentions of the heir to the throne. 
Certainly he made no serious effort to interrupt a 
relationship that was conducted, by his wife at any 
rate, with exemplary discretion. Left to himself, 
the prince might not have been so temperate. 





During his visit to Germany in 1937, Edward 
inspects an SS squadron with the head of 
PRC B eee el ee ng 


Sy Re tetas 
PWteecb aac 
peu acer 


Hitler's royal? 


An abdicated monarch is a sorry spectacle, and 
ae roa nem CERIN Reel ra(ol Relay 
Cela e RCNA ARO a RN Rel UROL (en 
Anything that could convince him he was still a 
figure of international importance was eagerly 
cee ee WRAL 
expert Charles Bedaux urged him to visit Nazi 
Germany in 1937, assuring him he would be 
received with proper deference, Edward eagerly 
Ee] (else Reale er-l Lema Mn VA lee Mel mela ay =4 
Rue eel enema BNR Ula CeCe 
under way; his qualified acceptance of the policies 
of the fascist government was very similar to 

Teele AoA Lee eR UDI NZL cd 
ferent SNL ALN re 
Ina loR-Ho-1a aco) Alana cee nen) 28 181) aL) 
Germany - it was not difficult for him to persuade 
himself that it was his duty to make the journey. 
The Germans took full advantage of the visit: 
RMU eo ed are AIR aoe 
and speaking admiringly of the achievements of 
the regime in the fields of workers’ housing and 
education were sent around the world. No real 
EUR eRe (oa ado ma en eee RY 
well disposed towards fascist Germany did his 


reputation much harm when war followed two 
NTA 
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Edward's long list of lovers 
revealed, and it seems he 
hated ‘princing’ just as much 
elsw elem (oy cre meld alcy ments akR Ns Aas) 


Marguerite Alibert 1517 

eC RU kat Rm ae e lg or) 
while serving in France in World War I, and took 
advantage of her experience in the bedroom. 


Marion Coke 1317 

Dea Cee Renee CR CEL) 
POR a akels Rese NVA eR Cd 
prince to stay away. 


Lady Portia Cadogan 1517 
During his affair with Lady Coke, Edward also 
Ce Cet a um eae ek 
relationship to marry his friend Lord Edward Stanley. 


Rosemary Leveson- 
Gower 1518 


Anoted society beauty, both of the 
Pye Re cay 
rey PERU Ae eRe RE] 
y Seeder Md el 
Gower family. 


Freda Dudley Ward 
if ey 


The English socialite was also 
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regarded as a model of discretion 
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Lady Thelma 
babs CSE RI 
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while they were on safari together. 
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Wallis Simpson 
1934-72 


EU else RU 

woman, Simpson filed for divorce in 

1936 in order to marry Edward. He in 
turn abdicated the throne. 
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“Fredie darling,” he wrote to her, “I love you now 
beyond all understanding and all I can say is bless 
you, bless you for being so sweet and divine and 
tender and sympathique to your David last night 
and for saving him, mon amour!" Freda, however, 
knew the rules and stuck to them. The king and 
queen regretted the fact that their elder son was 
not doing his duty by marrying an eligible princess 
and producing further heirs to the throne, but at 
least while Freda was maitresse en titre, they could 
be sure that the affair would be conducted without 
any overt scandal. The situation was to change 
dramatically for the worse when, early in 1931, at a 
ouse party in Lady Furness's country home near 
Melton Mowbray, the prince met Wallis Simpson. 
Mrs Simpson has been the victim of much 

lurid gossip. At times she was accused of being 
illegitimate, of being both a lesbian and a 
nymphomaniac, a spy for the Nazis and probably 
the KGB, she had been Joachim von Ribbentrop's 
mistress and had a child by Count Ciano; she 
learned her sexual techniques in the brothels of 
Hong Kong, or was it perhaps Shanghai? A little of 
this may have been true; nearly all of it was fantasy. 
Her ambition and her determination were both 
formidable, otherwise she was a rather ordinary 
woman. She was a member of a respectable family 
rom Baltimore and was brought up in a world to 
which it was generally admitted that she belonged, 
but in which she was very much a poor relation. 
The result was that she was imbued by a hunger for 
security and a belief that it could only be attained 
by accumulating large amounts of money or readily 
realisable assets. Physically, she did not seem to 
carry the guns that would make this ambition easy 
to fulfil. “Nobody ever called me beautiful or even 
pretty,” she wrote in her memoirs. “..my jaw was 
clearly too big and too pointed to be classic. My 
hair was straight when the laws of compensation 
might at least have provided curls.” Her assets 

were fine eyes, a radiant complexion, an excellent 
igure and a sense of style that was refined with 
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| Edward and Wallis visited 
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‘Tt would have been a striking breakthrough 
for the heir to the British throne to marry 
someone not of royal blood" 


time but apparent from the moment she first took 
responsibility for her own appearance. Above all, 
she had a confidence in her own attractions that 
convinced people she was a beauty even though 
she had slight claims to such a description. 

She was shrewd and quick-witted; inadequately 
educated and with no interest in intellectual 
questions but more than capable of holding her 
own at the dinner table. What she possessed 
in inordinate quantity was that mysterious and 
indefinable attribute: sex appeal. She understood 
men - not necessarily what they thought or 
believed but what they wanted - and much of what 


Pee MCB et Or 
Reiner ccrcenten 


eG 


yy holiday in 1936 





they wanted she knew she was well equipped 

to give them. A graphologist was once given a 
sample of her handwriting without any indication 
of her identity. The writer, concluded the expert, 
was: "A woman with a strong male inclination in 
the sense of activity, vitality and initiative, she 
must dominate, she must have authority, and 
without sufficient scope for her powers can become 
disagreeable... She is ambitious and demands above 
all that her undertakings should be noticed and 
valued. In the physical sense of the word sadistic, 
cold, over-bearing, vain." 

From their first meeting, Mrs Simpson seemed 
to have decided that the Prince of Wales was her 
natural prey. He proved an easy victim. He found 
in her something that he had never encountered 
among the upper-class British ladies with whom he 
had so far consorted - disrespect, even contempt. 
He loved it and he loved her. 

It was a passion that never faded. From time 
to time in Paris I found myself lunching at the 
Windsors’ table. On one occasion, Wallis, for some 
reason, murmured something to the guest sitting 
next to her, rose and left the table. For a moment 
or two Edward went on talking in a distracted 
way, then he rose and followed her. He could not 
bear not to know what had become of her, why 
she had gone away. She snubbed him ruthlessly 
and he loved it. Once at a dinner party Edward 
unthinkingly asked the butler to give the chauffeur 
a message about his needs the following day. 
Wallis, who missed nothing that happened at 
her table, raised her hands high in the air and 
brought them down with a crash that set the plates 
and glasses rattling. A horrified hush fell on the 
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ROYAL & RELIGIOUS SCANDALS 


Pek 
murderous 
mistress 


Andrew Rose - barrister, judge, and historian 
- writes biographies with social, political and 
legal themes, specialising in the interwar 
period including Stinie: Murder On The 
Common, Scandal At The Savoy and The 
Prince, The Princess And The Perfect Murder. 


PAP MPA eR Eelam a) a 
Marguerite Alibert, a high-class Parisian courtesan, 
Foye) cee NANO Ret 434 oleh od 
studbook already included a cohort of seriously 
ene el el ane PL ke ao 
French aristocrats, politicians and bankers. Her 
eye-watering sexual repertoire captivated the 
shy prince and their affair lasted until the end 

of the war. Edward wrote wildly indiscreet love 
Once oN) -41( URE ao aM 
correspondence would eventually save her 
Senet] eW ma Pe nel an mca 
Egyptian husband dead for his money and was 
charged with murder. Faced with blackmail, the 
royal household did a back-room deal. Maggie 
stayed silent about the royal affair; the trial judge 
ensured the jury were not told about her true 
(and damning) character. Edward got his letters 


rae eM VERVE eRe Rice keet tae SiTTe-BCOnp renin mec 


his abdication, Edward and 
Wallis visited Yugoslavia 





PV e outa m ea (eee om cael - : 
left) poses for a photograph with her ' 
mother (left) and other ladies in 1913 - 
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Scandal in 
the House of 
Windsor 


not just E ard who has 


made the tabloid headlines 


CASH FOR ACCESS 


Following a scandalous divorce, Sarah ‘Fergie’ 
cope egRo ls ece-s-C lam COlU NOR Nel Mirela 8L-) 319 
MANA Ae (Kee) (eke a IMO RUF 
offering access to her ex-husband Prince Andrew 
for £500,000. 


Tea 
, IR 


AV eR XO eo) 
the subject of scandal. He's been caught smoking 
cannabis and making ‘racist’ remarks, and was 
photographed dressed as a Nazi at a ‘Colonial and 
Native'-themed house party. 


AAO ee eR TUL Rta Aen LL 
CE eee CMe Inara ne 
ese le EURO Rata ele 
Diana Spencer in 1981, the pair were later recorded 
having an intimate conversation. 


Pea 
(ahs 


BUR ener) <A Ut aR POP nese Lela} 
of Closer magazine published photos of the duchess 
sunbathing topless while on holiday in the Cote 
dAzur. A criminal investigation was launched, the 
eRe AAMC MU Ae elo} 


ANNE’S CRIMINAL RECORD 


The Princess Royal became the first senior member 
of the royal family to have a criminal record when her 
dog, Dotty, attacked two children while walking in 
Great Windsor Park. She was fined £500 and ordered 
to give Dotty more training. 


SQUIDGYGAT 


In 1992, The Sun revealed the existence of taped 
telephone conversations between Princess Diana and 
mee Rit ale NaCl EME e RCo) 
her affectionately as ‘Squidgy’. Many believed this to 
be proof that the two were having an affair. 
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company. “Never,” she hissed, “never again will you 
give orders in my house.” Realising that she had 
gone a little far, she then turned to her neighbour 
and explained: “You see, the duke is in charge of 
everything that happens outside the house and I 
on the inside.” 

That Edward, whether as Prince of Wales, king 
or Duke of Windsor, loved Wallis to distraction is 
evident beyond question. 
Never for a moment did he 
doubt that he had made 
the right decision when he 
renounced the throne to 
marry her. There are some 
who argue that he had 
never wanted to be king, 
that he seized with relief at 
the means of escape from 
the royal prison house. 

There is some truth in 
this - he was not cut out to 
bear the burden of endless 
social duties, of the slogging hard work 
that has to be accepted by any successful monarch. 
But he enjoyed the grandeur, the dignity, the 
limitless wealth that went with monarchy. To 
abandon all this for a life in exile in a country 
whose language he spoke inadequately and in 
which he had few friends was a real sacrifice. He 
never doubted, though, that the sacrifice had been 
worthwhile. One might argue that he could not 
allow himself to think otherwise, that his sacrifice 
might have been in vain was a concept too awful to 
contemplate. But even if such thoughts had flashed 
into his mind, they would not have had permanent 
lodging there; the sacrifice had not been in vain. 


"Mrs Simpson 
seemed to have 
decided that 
the Prince of 
Wales was her 
natural prey’ 


Edward and 
MR tg 
pet Pug, Disraeli 


He was married to the most wonderful woman in 
the world, nothing could possibly be more desirable 
than this. 

She knew she was not married to the most 
wonderful man in the world. She must from time 
to time have asked herself whether it was all 
worthwhile, whether it would not have been better 
if she had remained married to her prosperous 
shipping magnate. But she 
liked the consequence, she 
liked being a duchess, she 
liked being bowed to and 
addressed as Your Royal 
Highness, even though she 
knew that no such dignity 
would be accorded her at 
the British Embassy and 
that no invitation would 
ever be issued to attend 
the Court in London. 

She did not love him 
as he loved her. She 
sometimes treated him, even in public, with a 
measure of contempt; she did not spare his feelings 
when she diverted herself with the American 
socialite Jimmy Donahue, a notorious pederast. 
“She's safe as houses with him!" the duke replied 
when asked whether he felt concern that Wallis 
spent so much time in Donahue's company. But 
it must have hurt: she was still everything to 
the duke; it was painfully obvious he was not 
everything to her. On the whole, though, she 
never forgot what he had given up for her and 
treated him with loyalty and consideration. It was 
not a marriage that conformed to any traditional 
romantic image, but it was a happy one for all that. 
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THE MYSTERY OF 





ANASTASIA 


As rumours of the youngest Grand Duchess’ survival flourished, 
one woman's incredible claim catapulted her to fame 


arly on the morning of 17 July 1918, shots rang 
out from the basement of the ornate Ipatiev 
House in Ekaterinburg, where the Bolsheviks 
had imprisoned former Tsar Nicholas II and 
his family. 30 minutes later, a truck rumbled 
out of the gate and into the dark Siberian night. No 
one ever saw the Romanovs again. Just two months 
earlier, four young women had entered the Ipatiev 
House: Grand Duchesses Olga, Tatiana, Maria, and 
Anastasia, the beautiful daughters of Nicholas and 
Alexandra. This last prison was a far cry from the 
opulent world of Anastasia’s birth on 18 June 1901 - 
a world of palaces, yachts and bowing courtiers. Yet 
like her three sisters, she was brought up simply, 
sharing a bedroom with Maria, sleeping on an 
army camp bed and taking cold baths. Anastasia 
was blessed with fine features and vibrant blue 
eyes, but felt cursed by her short stature. Everyone 
agreed that she was vivacious and intelligent, 
even if her tutor Pierre Gilliard complained that 
she was “extremely idle, though with the idleness 
of a gifted child.” She'd carved out a place in her 
family through wit and cutting humour. Anastasia 
had been a tomboy princess, climbing trees and 
terrifying relatives with practical jokes. “She 
undoubtedly held the record for punishable deeds 
in her family,” recalled Gleb Botkin, son of the 
imperial physician, “for in naughtiness she was a 
true genius.” 


By the time her father abdicated the throne 
in 1917, the golden-haired, blue-eyed girl was 
beginning to blossom. But for Anastasia there 
would be no debut balls, no parties: imprisoned in 
Siberia first by the Provisional Government and 
then by Lenin's Bolsheviks, she turned 17 in this 
dirty mining town, surrounded by crude soldiers 
and a growing aura of menace as the civil war 
between the Red and White Armies waged 
around Ekaterinburg. 

The Soviet government told the world that 
Nicholas II had been executed on 17 July 1918: 
no mention was made of his family. White Army 
investigator Nicholas Sokolov declared that Ipatiev 
House commandant Yakov Yurovsky and his men 
had shot all the Romanovs and the four retainers 
imprisoned with them - but Sokolov never found 
any corpses. He theorised that Yurovsky had taken 
them to the nearby Koptyaki Forest, dismembered 
the bodies, burned them, and then dissolved what 
was left in acid before hurling the remains down a 
mine shaft. 

The absence of any tangible Romanov remains 
fed rumours that one or more members of the 
family might have escaped. After all, nobody really 
knew what had happened that July night in 1918, 
and stories filtered out of Siberia describing how the 
Bolsheviks had desperately searched for a missing 
Grand Duchess in the days after the Ekaterinburg 
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The identity of the real 
Anastasia remained 
unknown for many years 
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massacre. Although suspecting the worst, many 
Russian émigrés who fled to Europe still clung to 
the hope that someone had survived. 

Fast-forward nearly two years to one cold 
February night in 1920 - a young woman was 
rescued from a Berlin canal. At some point she had 
suffered violence: her jaw was battered and broken, 
her teeth were loose, and doctors speculated that 
a glancing bullet had caused a slight impression 
on her head. After she refused to give her name, 
authorities took her to Dalldorf Asylum, where 
she remained a largely silent enigma. She wasn't 
crazy - on this the doctors and nurses agreed - but 
she would not speak of her past, at least until 1922, 
when she stunned everyone by announcing that 
she was Anastasia, miraculously rescued from 
slaughter by a sympathetic soldier who'd spirited 
her out of Russia. 

The story spread through the émigré community 
like wildfire: exiled aristocrats visited the young 
lady's bedside and argued about her appearance 
and ability to speak Russian. Empress Alexandra's 
sister, Princess Irene of Prussia, apparently found 
‘Anastasia Tchaikovsky,’ as the claimant began 
calling herself, unconvincing. “I saw immediately 
that she could not be one of my nieces,” she 
insisted. But later, she seemed torn, muttering, “She 
is similar, but what does it mean if it is not she?” 
Irene, like many, wrestled with some apparently 
startling coincidences: the claimant shared the real 
Anastasia’s height, her blue eyes, a deformation of 
the feet called hallux valgus, and seemed to know 
intimate details of life within the imperial family. 

How best to resolve the mystery? In the summer 
of 1925, Nicholas II's sister, Grand Duchess Olga, 
asked Anastasia's former tutor, Pierre Gilliard, to 
visit the claimant. "If it is really she, telegraph me 
and I will join you in Berlin,” she urged. Although 
Gilliard could not find the slightest resemblance 
to Anastasia, he didn't want the responsibility 
of making a final decision. That autumn, Olga 
herself came to Berlin; as Anastasia’s godmother 
and one of the few people 
who had regularly visited 
Nicholas and Alexandra, she 
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Olga was less adamant in private: she had been 
forced to deny her, or so this explanation went, to 
spare the feelings of her elderly mother, Dowager 
Empress Maria Feodorovna. It would become 

a common theme: grand dukes and duchesses, 
princes and princesses accepting or rejecting 

the claimant amid charges of family pressures 
that tore Europe's royal houses apart. Anastasia 
Tchaikovsky was not without 
impressive supporters. The 
teal Grand Duchess's cousin, 





was best positioned to render a 
verdict. No one agrees on what 
happened next. The claimant's 
supporters insisted that Olga 
and Gilliard recognised her as 
Anastasia; the Grand Duchess 
even followed the visit with 
letters, assuring this ‘Anastasia 
Tchaikovsky’, as she called 


herself, that she, “was not alone, 


and we shall not abandon you.” 


But, privately, Olga confided that she had 

not found her niece in Berlin. “I believe the story 
is fraudulent,” she wrote, “but many people believe 
it and they are the ones who never knew the 


real Anastasia.” 


According to her cousin, Grand Duke Andrei 
(who recognised the claimant as Anastasia), 
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"12 Romanov 
relatives had 
denounced 
Anastasia 
Tchaikovsky 
as a fraud" 


Prince Sigismund of Prussia, 
declared her genuine after 
she answered an apparently 
obscure list of questions. 
Empress Alexandra's friend 
Lili Dehn was equally 
convinced: “What can I say 
after having known her? I 
certainly cannot be mistaken 
in her identity.” 

Gleb Botkin and his sister 


Tatiana, whose father had been executed with 
the family in Ekaterinburg, became two of the 
claimant's most vocal supporters. Both insisted 
the young woman was Anastasia, although they 


admitted her physical appearance had altered. 


Botkin became her protector in 1928, arranging 
for her to visit New York as a guest of Anastasia’s 
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So eR eae e cousin, Princess Xenia of Russia. The claimant's 
Lora Nien haughty manners, blue eyes, and an “intuitive 
impression of a family resemblance” impressed 
Xenia, but she found her a difficult guest and, after 
several months, the claimant moved in with a New 
York society dowager. Her erratic behaviour and 
excessive spending led to an ugly scene, with a 
hysterical Tchaikovsky dragged to an asylum. Soon, 
she was on her way back to Germany. 
After the 1928 death of Nicholas II's mother, 
12 Romanov relatives had denounced Anastasia 
Tchaikovsky as a fraud. A decade later, and now 
using the name ‘Anna Anderson’, the claimant 
took her case to court. At the start of World War I, 
a Berlin bank had frozen an account belonging to 
the Tsar; in 1933, what little remained was divided 
between Nicholas II's surviving relatives, and 
Anderson's lawyers contested the distribution. 
The court case, which began in 1938 and 
continued until 1970 with various interruptions, 
became the longest running lawsuit in German 
history. Lord Mountbatten, the real Anastasia’s first 
cousin, paid for much of the defence offered by his 
royal relatives in Empress Alexandra's homeland 
of Hesse. 
The trials, like so much of the Anastasia 
Case, devolved into frustrating accusations and 
battles between warring witnesses. For every 
anthropologist or handwriting expert who 
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insisted that Anderson was the Grand Duchess, 
the defence countered with opposing opinions. 
Anderson herself largely refused to co-operate 
with her attorneys. “You either believe it or you 
don't believe it,” she once said. “It doesn’t matter.” 
To many this attitude only added credence to 
her claim - what imposter would be so garrulous 
and unco-operative? 

By the mid-1950s Anderson was living in the 
Black Forest, but obscurity eluded her. The 1956 
film based on her story, Anastasia, not only won 
actress Ingrid Bergman an Academy Award but also 
brought bus loads of tourists, who climbed fences 
surrounding the claimant's little house and shouted 
for her to appear. Magazines and newspapers 
around the world turned her into a celebrity with 
their evocative tales of a lost princess, of a modern- 
ANOTHER BRITISH GAIN 


PULL STORY’ OF RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 


The_ Daily Mirror 
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PB ErCoe ey UAE s ee 0 
announced his abdication, naming ity 
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The basement in which 
Pte ost BC Ale 
massacred in Yekaterinburg 





day fairy tale gone tragically wrong. People wanted 
to believe that, somehow, Anastasia had escaped 
the terrible massacre of her family. When the legal 
decision finally came in 1970, it satisfied no one. 
Anderson hadn't proved she was Anastasia; on 

the other hand, the West German Supreme Court 
declared that there was no conclusive proof that 
the real Grand Duchess had died in 1918. 

By this time, Anderson had left Germany for 
good. In 1968, Gleb Botkin had again brought her 
to the United States and introduced her to wealthy 
retired history professor Jack Manahan. Anderson 
liked the USA, especially the university town of 
Charlottesville, Virginia, where both Botkin and 
Manahan lived. On 23 December 1968, she and 
Manahan were married, with Botkin looking on as 
best man; the professor proudly called himself the 
“son-in-law to the Tsar.” 

For a time, the highly eccentric Manahans 
became popular figures in Charlottesville. 

The diminutive ‘Grand Duchess’ made regular 
appearances at a posh country club attired in plaid 
trousers, red plastic raincoats and yellow hats, 
though her questionable table manners and loud 
arguments with her husband in a string of broken 
English and German unnerved sophisticates. More 
and more, the Manahans retreated to a once- 
elegant house, where they lived surrounded by 
piles of garbage, rotting vegetables and a horde of 
inbred cats and dogs. Reporters and writers still 
called on this most famous of royal claimants 

In 1983, when author Peter Kurth published his 
biography of Anderson, the evidence put forth in 
her favour seemed overwhelming. For much of the 
public, she had become Anastasia. This was how 
she was largely remembered by the world when, 
on 12 February 1984, she died of pneumonia at the 
presumed age of 82. 

Anderson's claim, or so it seemed, was destined 
to remain an enigma. Then, in 1989, the Russian 


“There was no 
conclusive proof 
that the real Grand 
Duchess had died 
in 1918" 


The Russian 
PME M ESE 


unlikely pretenders 


Tet Re eR Naa Rol 
Pe) R UE Rey. Ce 
appeared in Russia, including Nadezhda Ivanova- 
Vasilyeva and Natalya Bilikhodze. After lvanova- 
Vasilyeva surfaced in 1934, Moscow authorities 
Plt et eee eee aCe Ne) Cel Raed 
managed to send letters to King George V revealing 
her “identity” before being locked away in an asylum 
as “a mentally sick person representing a danger to 
society.” Doctors examined her and found that she 
Lol Ma Un Kee ere M Celle] le Cele ne BU edie) 
RU eR ACR Ulan e earner) 
TEU aOR aCe ICM merlin) 
She died, still incarcerated, in 1971 and was buried in 
an unmarked grave. 

lam ete B UA 40] OP |e) ele ned 
of Natalya Bilikhodze, who claimed to be a 101-year- 
old Anastasia, rescued by White Army officers from 
Ekaterinburg. A Moscow press conference, covered 
by international media, declared that 22 studies in 
TTI eee] ae lela aclale Lec 
photographic comparisons and DNA profiling, had 
matched Bilikhodze to Anastasia: the results to 
be released shortly. Bilikhodze announced that as 
Roo R eat ceey tal i-le elgT el 8) (eB ANV oR Ug =d 
Russian government the 2 trillion dollars she claimed 
Nicholas II had deposited in foreign banks. None of 
the promised test results were ever released, and 
Bilikhodze died in obscurity a short while later. 





government revealed that Yakov Yurovsky, the 
commandant of the Ipatiev House who led the 
execution, left several accounts detailing the 
shooting and disposal of the bodies. When the 
truck carrying the corpses broke down in the 
Koptyaki Forest, he said, they had burned the 
remains of Alexei and one of his sisters and 
buried them apart from the other nine victims. 
Two years later, the mass grave was exhumed. 
British and American experts were able to match 
DNA from four of the skeletal remains to a 
sample donated by the Duke of Edinburgh, whose 


her hair had also been saved, allowing for a genetic 
comparison with the Romanov remains. The results 
were startling: Anderson did not match the DNA of 
the exhumed remains or Romanov relatives. She 
couldn't possibly have been Anastasia. 

But if not Anastasia, who had she been? Since 
the late 1920s, her opponents had suggested that 
she was really Franziska Schanzkowska, a young 
German factory worker from West Prussia in what 
is modern-day Poland who had gone missing in 
Berlin just days before police pulled Anderson from 
a canal. Scientists obtained a blood sample from 


“People wanted to believe that, somehow, 
Anastasia had escaped the terrible massacre 
of her family" 


grandmother was Empress Alexandra's sister, 
while Romanov relatives proved a match to 
the bones belonging to Nicholas II. But rather 
than end the story, the exhumation only fed 
imaginations: two bodies were still missing, those 
of the haemophiliac heir Alexei and one of his 
sisters. Despite searches, investigations failed to 
find the second grave Yurovsky described. Perhaps 
hoping to put an end to stories of survival, Russian 
scientists - using photographic comparisons - 
insisted Anastasia's body had been found and 
that Grand Duchess Maria was missing. American 
experts, though, said the development of the teeth, 
the sacrum and bones indicated that Anastasia was 
not in the mass grave. 
Had Anderson really been Anastasia? With DNA 
available, scientists set out to solve the mystery. 
Anderson's body had been cremated, but a small 
portion of her intestine had been removed in 1979 
and stored in a Charlottesville hospital. Locks of 





Schanzkowska’s great-nephew Karl Maucher and 
tested it against the intestine and hair profiles. The 
results matched: the most famous royal claimant 
had actually been a provincial farm girl. 

This identification did little to resolve the 
mystery. How, people wondered, could an 
uneducated Polish peasant pass herself off to a 
host of royals and aristocrats as a genuine grand 
duchess? What of the matching scars, the hallux 
valgus of the feet, the same blue eyes, the volumes 
of apparent memories that 
had convinced so many? The truth was, in its way, 
as astonishing as any tale of miraculous survival: 
Franziska Schanzkowska’s decades-long charade 
reveals her as a woman of considerable abilities, 
talent and cunning, every 
bit as remarkable as the princess whose identity 
she claimed. 

Born in 1896 into a formerly ennobled family 
that had fallen on hard times, Franziska had been a 
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LE FILS DU TSAR N’EST PAS MORT 


Published in July 1926, a French journal reconstructs 
the execution of the Ror ovs with a sensationalist 
caption stating, “The Tsar's son is not dead” 
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Anastasia and 
her imposter 


Initially duped by Anna Anderson, Pierre Gilliard 
later became the strongest voice against the Grand 
Duchess’ imposter, going so far as to publish a book 
entitled La Fausse Anastasie (The False Anastasia). 

In his book, he featured his 1927 photographic tests 
of the two women. He superimposed the face of 
Anastasia (taken from a photograph during his time as 
her tutor) above the face of Anna Anderson and vice 
versa in an attempt to compare the physical features 
of the face. His conclusion was that there were too 
many differences - the two women simply couldn't 
be the same person. For the rest of his life, he 
denounced Anna Anderson as a fraud, stealing the 
identity of Anastasia. 
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2d rival to Anna 
erson’s claim 


ENTE UCM Ie lee Ree) CoN MALES ran 
announced, “The Case of a New Anastasia.” 
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Eugenia Smith of Chicago appeared out of nowhere, 
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Like Anderson, she too claimed that a sympathetic 
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massacre and taken her to Europe. 

According to a former Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) agent, she passed several polygraph 
tests, though anthropologists and handwriting 
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Chavchavadze, the real Anastasia’s cousin, who met 
Smith and declared her a fraud. “The whole face is 
wrong,” the Princess insisted. “Everything, the nose, 
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Smith refused to submit to DNA testing after 
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she died in Rhode Island six years later, having 
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A portrait of Anna taken in 1929 
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bright, intelligent child who spoke three languages 
and excelled in her studies, not the uneducated 
peasant often described by history. An unhappy 
home life, with an alcoholic father and abusive 
mother, led her to dream of better things. Friends 
in her native village of Hygendorf remembered how 
she “displayed pretentious manners.” At 17, she’d 
moved to Berlin and got a job 
in a munitions factory. On 

22 August 1916, she dropped 

a grenade: a foreman was 
killed and Franziska suffered 

a nervous breakdown. For the 
next two years she was in and 
out of asylums before taking a 
job as an agricultural worker in 
northern Germany alongside 
Russian prisoners-of-war. She 
picked up enough Russian to 
understand, if not convincingly 
speak, it. Then, in the autumn 
of 1918, one of these soldiers attacked Franziska for 
reasons unknown, turning his farming tools on her 
and leaving her with the broken jaw, loose teeth, 
and scars she later said she had received during the 
Ekaterinburg massacre. 

For the next 15 months, Franziska lived with 
Anna Wingender and her daughter Doris at their 
Berlin flat, depressed and complaining about her 
aching head and teeth. “She was always talking 
about how she wanted to be someone grand,” 


“The 
exhumation 
only fed 
imaginations: 
two bodies were 
still missing" 
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Anna recalled. Franziska rarely left the apartment. 
She spent her days in bed, reading romance 
novels - at least until she disappeared in the third 
week of February 1920. The Wingenders had no 
idea what had become of her until 1927, when 
they saw Franziska’s photograph in newspapers 
reporting ‘Anastasia‘s’ survival. An editor put them 
in touch with Martin Knopf, a private detective 
hired by Empress Alexandra's brother, Grand 
Duke Ernst Ludwig of Hesse, who soon tracked 
down Franziska’s mother Marianna and younger 
sister Maria Juliana in Hygendorf. Both identified 
the claimant as their missing daughter, as did 
Franziska's former village 
tiends. When confronted 
with the claimant face to 
‘ace, Doris Wingender readily 
recognised her mother's 
lodger; Franziska's younger 
rother, Felix, too identified 
his sister, although he quickly 
recanted, fearing his family 
would be held liable for her 
raud. A decade later, the 
Nazi government arranged 
another confrontation 
between Franziska and her 
family. Her sister Gertrude immediately recognised 
Franziska, but after a hasty conference, her siblings 
convinced her not to sign a statement. Felix had 
earlier lied to protect his mother from a possible 
lawsuit; now, the family had to protect Felix from 
the same concerns. 
Amazingly, Anderson's supporters dismissed 
her identification as Franziska, insisting that it 
was nothing but a fairy tale cooked up by her 
opponents. This was the power of desire, and it fed 
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the myth she made seem so believable. Franziska 
used this desire to further her claim, to play upon 
the hopes of those enchanted with this tragic tale. 
She read voraciously, studied royal postcards, took 
lessons in English, and engaged in a delicate and 
dangerous dance for 60 years, unwilling to press 
her claim for fear of exposure. “Who I am and who 
I pretend to be,” she once said in an unguarded 
moment. That the charade was so compellingly 
convincing was testament to her undoubted 
abilities. Anastasia may have died in 1918, but 
through Franziska she lived on to become the most 
famous Russian princess in history. 
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ANASTASIA 


In July 1991, Russian scientists claimed to have 
found Anastasia’s skeleton in the mass grave 
near Yekaterinburg 





rhe true fate of the Romanovs 
On 17 July 1998 - the 70th anniversary of the 
Ekaterinburg massacre - the remains of Nicholas II, 
Empress Alexandra and three of their four daughters, 
along with the four retainers killed with them - were 
given a state funeral and interred in Saint Petersburg’s 
Cathedral of the Fortress of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, 
traditional resting place of the Romanovs. Two years 
later, the Russian Orthodox Church canonised the 
imperial family as Passion Bearers. But two bodies were 
still missing. For 16 years, teams searched the Koptyaki 
Forest, looking for the second grave described by 
Yurovsky. Then, in August 2007, a group of historians 
and archaeologists located a shallow pit some 60 
metres from the exhumed mass grave. Within, they 
discovered 48 chopped and charred bone fragments, 
including pieces of femurs and skulls, as well as a 
number of teeth. Forensic analysis showed that they 
had come from two separate individuals, a male 
between the ages of 12-15, and a female of between 15- 
19. Dr Michael Coble of the United States Armed Forces 
DNA Identification Laboratory conducted genetic 
testing. Both sets of remains were identified as having 
been children of Nicholas Il and Empress Alexandra. 
Alexei had been found. But which Grand Duchess had 
finally been unearthed? Russian scientists insisted 
that the female remains belonged to Maria. American 
forensic experts again identified them as Anastasia 

-a controversy likely never to be resolved. Once 
investigations are completed, the Russian government 
plans to inter the remains in Saint Petersburg. 


© Alamy, Getty Images, Mary Evans, TopFoto 
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THE MAYERLING INCIDENT 


THE SCANDAL THAT 
ENDED A DYNASTY 


In the late 1880s, Vienna was rocked by a murder suicide at the 
very top of the royal family, but were things quite as they seemed? 


mmortalised in film and literature, the infamous 

Mayerling incident has all the ingredients 

of the most scandalous fictional potboilers. 

With the heir to the throne of the Austro- 

Hungarian Empire and his beautiful teenage 
lover caught in a web of sex, intrigue, murder and 
suicide, it's hardly surprising that the suicide pact 
that shattered the peace of a Viennese forest in 
889 caught the attention of the general public 
worldwide. In fact, thanks to conspiracy, gossip and 
confusion, the mystery of Mayerling was not solved 
‘or 60 years. It all began, as so many scandals do, 
with a forbidden and passionate love affair. In this 
case, the protagonists were Crown Prince Rudolf of 
Austria, and his mistress, Baroness Marie Vetsera, 
known as Mary. At 17, she was 13 years her lover's 
junior and both Rudolf and Mary's parents were 
keen for the entanglement to end. Little did they 
know that they would get their wish in the most 
‘inal manner imaginable. 

As the only son of Emperor Franz Josef I of 

Austria and Empress Elisabeth of Bavaria, also 
known as Sisi - a woman famed for her beauty 





and eye-wateringly narrow waist - Rudolf was heir 
apparent to the throne of the powerful Austro- 
Hungarian Empire. He had been married to 
Princess Stéphanie of Belgium since 1881, yet the 
union was not a happy one and the highly strung 
Crown Prince longed to be free of his wife. With no 
hope of securing a divorce, he turned his back on 
Stéphanie in favour of his many mistresses. 

It was one of these unfortunate mistresses who 
would die beside him deep in the Vienna woods 
on 30 January 1889, their bodies discovered in the 
darkened bedroom of the Imperial hunting lodge 
at Mayerling. On the evening before his death, 
Crown Prince Rudolf had joined his parents for a 
dinner they had thrown prior to their trip to Buda, 
Hungary, yet he seemed preoccupied. Rudolf was 
distracted throughout the meal and left the dinner 
uncharacteristically early that evening, eager to 
travel to Mayerling in preparation for a hunting 
party the following day. Although this was true, no 
doubt the fact that his young mistress was waiting 
for him at the lodge might have been another 
reason not to hang around at dinner. 


When Rudolf and Mary met at Mayerling, 
they retired to bed. As the night drew on nobody 
in the lodge heard anything untoward and, when 
Rudolf's valet, Loschek, knocked at this door the 
following morning, he had no reason to expect 
anything out of the ordinary. All of Loschek's 
efforts to rouse his employer met with silence 
from the locked bedroom and eventually the 
concerned valet summoned Rudolf's friend, Count 
Joseph Hoyos. 

When no reply came despite the best efforts of 
the two men, they decided to take drastic action. 
Seizing an axe, Loschek hacked at the door until 
they could gain entry to the shuttered room. What 
they found shocked the unsuspecting men to the 
core, and spelled the first moments in the mystery 
of Mayerling. 

Sitting on chair beside the bed, a table set with 
a glass and mirror before him, was Rudolf. He was 
dead, the only sign of anything untoward being a 
thread of crimson blood trickling from his open 
mouth. On the bed lay the body of Mary and there 
could be no doubt that both had been dead for 
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some time. In the half-light Loschek and Hoyos saw 
no obvious signs of a struggle or violence, though 
the glass led them to believe that the couple might 
have drunk poison. Despite, or perhaps because 

of, the illustrious identity of the victims, the two 
men didn't raise the alarm, which might seem 
unthinkable to us. 

In fact, the strict protocol of the Habsburg court 
meant that no alarm could be raised until the 
correct order of ceremony had been observed 
and that would take some time. Count Hoyos 
left Mayerling immediately and took the train to 
the capital, where he sought an audience with 
the Emperor's right-hand man, Count Paar. After 
listening to Hoyos's report of the scene at the lodge, 
Paar decided that the Empress must be told. It 
would then be her job to break the terrible news to 
her husband. 

The next to be informed of the death of the 
Crown Prince was Baron Nopcsa, Paar's opposite 
number in the Empress's household. With the room 
growing ever more crowded, Nopcsa called for the 
Empress's lady-in-waiting, who would be expected 
to inform Elisabeth of her son's death. 

By now, six people had already been told that 
the heir to the throne was dead, none of them 
his parents. When Empress Elisabeth was finally 
informed of her son's fate she was devastated yet 
still she had one last job to do, and that was to 
report to her husband. Though Elisabeth's despair 
was obvious, Emperor Franz Josef received the 
news with square-jawed stoicism. In actual fact, 
he was shattered by the death of his son, and the 
already strained marriage of the royal couple never 
recovered from the blow. 

As Rudolf's mother and father reeled from the 

shock of his death, the wheels of the court finally 
began to turn. With confusion over the two deaths 
starting at the very moment Loschek and Hoyos 
discovered the bodies, the suggestion that the 
Crown Prince might have committed suicide sent 
shock waves throughout the royal household. 
It would surely be a scandal too far for a ruling 
Catholic family. Almost immediately a damage 
limitation exercise began, and the conspiracies 
started to unfold surrounding their deaths. 


Pte ecul ed Berti mat 
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The authorities converged on Mayerling and 
sealed off the entire area as they carried out their 
investigations, their every move scrutinised by 
the Imperial court. With no obvious signs of 
a struggle or other violent assault, the blood 
trickling from Rudolf's mouth took on a new 
significance, especially when taken alongside 
the glass that he had apparently used before his 
death. Such bleeding was a symptom of strychnine 
poisoning, though whether it was murder or 
suicide, the minister for Police could not be 
certain. Investigations centred on Rudolf, and 
Mary's family were ordered to remove her corpse 
without any fanfare or publicity. In the darkest 
hours of the following night her body was taken 
out of the lodge and straight to Heiligenkreuz 
a few miles away, to be buried in a Cistercian 


monastery’s cemetery. Under the impression that 
she had committed suicide, her family had to be 
given special permission to bury Mary on the 
consecrated ground. 

There was no autopsy, no enquiry and no 
notification of her secret funeral; indeed, it 
happened so quickly that even her own mother 
was unable to attend proceedings. But that 
wouldn't be the end of the story of Baroness Marie 
Alexandrine von Vetsera's remains. 

Regardless of what the authorities might believed 
behind the scenes, there was no way that the 
public could not be told of the sordid goings on 
at Mayerling. Court gossip was quick to place 
the blame on Mary, claiming that she had shot 
or poisoned her lover before taking her own life. 
Whether he had been murdered or died by 


“The suggestion that the Crown Prince might 
have committed suicide sent shock waves 
throughout the royal household" 


The hunting lodge of Mayerling in the 
Vienna Woods, where on 30 January 
1889 Crown Prince Rudolf and 
Baroness Mary Vetsera died under still 
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THE MAYERLING INCIDENT 













Suicide, 
murder or an 
accident? 


For 100 years, Mayerling 
has been fertile ground for 
conspiracy fans 
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suicide, the Crown Prince's death was far from 
easy to explain, so initial reports made no effort to 
do so. Instead, when the official notice of Rudolf's 
death w ued, the cause was given as “a 
rupture of an aneurism of the heart”. In an effort 
to maintain respectability and head off scandal, no Dee 
mention was made of Mary's presence, let alone 
her death 

Of course, with such a high-profile victim there 
was no way that the royal family would be able 
to conceal the truth behind events at Mayerling. 
Though the 19th-century press may have been 
a little slower to react than its 21st-century 
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| Rudolph’ by artist Eugue Felix 





When word got around that Rudolf 
had been shot in the back while 
Mary sported a head wound, there 
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} t von Widerhofer, and soon yet more explanations 
were doing the rounds in Austria. 

i H ! Suddenly, there was no heart attack and no 
poison, but a gun, while those who had tried to 
pin the blame on Mary were to be disappointed. 
Still, confusion and rumour held sway and reports 
circulated that the unsuspecting Crown Prince 
had been shot in the back, with Mary killed by a 
head wound. This raised the possibility of either 

a murder-suicide with Mary pulling the trigger, or 
even the presence of a third party, who killed both 
Rudolf and the Barone: 

When the commission finally made its report, 
the official explanation was one that the Imperial 
family had been dreading. Dr Widerhofer concluded 
that the gunman had been Rudolf, acting “while 
the balance of [his] mind was disturbed.” In this ae pr gs a ae ata ner ara 
latest and official version of events, the Crown batt “teat ines ri suicide pact sr 
Prince had shot Mary and then, hours later, turned Calais 
the gun on himself. In fact, another of Rudolf's Bae eral eg 
mistresses would later claim that he had tried to reat aete fear a a 
convince her to take part in a suicide pact, and she Mehta Ceni Ah ticunrlonielkaccn airs 
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suicide, though are not direct threats. ed ee er 

The motive was one of simple despair, ere 
Widerhofer explained, with Rudolf driven to 
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desperate measures by the Emperor’s demands 
that he break off his three-month romance with 
the young Baroness. Heartbroken by the thought 
that he must abandon his teenage lover, Rudolf 
talked her into a suicide pact. Unwilling to stir up 
such a scandal, Franz Josef had the enquiry wound 
up and the police declared the matter settled. 

Ordinarily, since he had died by his own hand, 
Rudolf would not have been allowed to rest 
alongside his ancestors in the Habsburg family 
vault. His grieving father, however, devoted himself 
to securing his son's rightful resting place in the 
Church of the Capuchins and appealed to the 
Vatican to intervene. On the understanding that 
Rudolf's suicide had been caused by temporary 
insanity they agreed and, as Mary lay virtually 
forgotten in her secret grave in Heiligenkreuz, 
the Crown Prince took his illustrious place in the 
Imperial Crypt. With the bodies buried and the 
enquiry closed, it seemed as though the Mayerling 
affair was all over apart from the grieving. In fact, 
things were far from finished. 

As the dust settled and the funeral bells died 
away, the fallout of the deaths began. The far from 
happy marriage of the Emperor and Empress 
went into free fall, the official enquiry papers 
were spirited away and the line of succession of 
the House of Habsburg changed forever. Franz 
Josef had the lodge at Mayerling converted into a 
convent, with the chapel situated on the site of the 
bedroom where the couple died. To this day, the 
Carmelite nuns who reside there still pray for the 
souls of Rudolf and Mary. 

As the years passed by, the story of the deaths at 
Mayerling passed into history, yet the unsatisfying 
conclusion to the enquiry ensured that it was never 
forgotten. Sisi went to her grave in 1898 courtesy of 
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Mary’s suicide note 


Thought to have been destroyed, Mary's suicide notes to her family were 
rediscovered in an anonymous safety deposit box in 2015, placed there in 1926. In 

her letter to her mother, as shown here, Mary writes, “Forgive me what | have done. | 
could not resist love... I'm happier in death than in life.” 






















128 





an assassin's blade, with pneumonia claiming the 
life of Franz Josef in 1916 and two years later, the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire fell. 

Years passed before the Mayerling incident 
began to stir again. Deep in the churchyard at 
Heiligenkreuz Russian troops disturbed Baroness 
Mary Vetsera's grave, smashing her coffin in the 
process. For ten long years Mary's remains were left 
open to the elements until the Red Army withdrew 
from Austria and the family of the unfortunate 
Baroness were finally able to tend to her desecrated 
grave. Aware of her part in the Mayerling affair, 
the family invited a local physician, Gerd Holler, 
to examine Mary’s remains. To their surprise, he 
concluded that her skeleton showed no evidence 
of a bullet hole, the discovery casting the official 
explanation of events at the hunting lodge into 
doubt once more. The Mayerling scandal became a 
talking point all over again, with Holler determined 
to solve it once and for all. 

Holler claimed that the long-sealed Vatican 
archive revealed that only one bullet had been 
fired from the rifle found in the bedroom. Mary. 
Although her skull showed some unexplained 
damage, Holler concluded that she had been 
neither shot nor poisoned, but had likely died due 
to a tragic accident. 

Although no independent evidence existed to 
support his claim, the doctor decided that the 
most likely cause of death was a botched abortion. 
Wracked by grief and unable to contemplate life 
without his teenage lover, Rudolf shot himself. 

In 1991, more than a century after she was first 
laid to rest, the unfortunate Mary's grave was 
desecrated once more. Helmut Flatzelsteiner, a 
furniture salesman with an obsession for the 
Mayerling mystery, dug up the coffin and stole 
it. The unfortunate Mary's empty grave wasn't 
noticed for over 12 months. Flatzelsteiner took the 
Baroness's bones to Linz, where he commissioned 
a private forensic examination that he hoped might 
prove once and for all how Mary died. To avoid 
suspicion, Flatzelsteiner claimed that the bones 
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Prince Rudolf" 


belonged to his ancestor who had been killed a 
century earlier, and he wanted to know if they had 
been shot. 

In fact, Flatzelsteiner's efforts proved fruitless. 
Mary's skull was so badly damaged by the passage 
of time that the scientists couldn't conclude 
how she had died. When the truth came out, 
Flatzelsteiner managed to escape prison but was 
hit by a hefty fine, and the remains of the unlucky 





Rudolf lying in state in 1889, the 
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young woman were once again returned to her 
grave. Hopefully she will finally be able to rest 
in peace. 

The mystery of Mayerling still had one final twist 
to take and, in 2015, there came a coda to the story. 
During an audit in Austria's Schoellerbank, a safety 
deposit box was discovered and, tantalisingly, it 
appeared to have no known owner. 

Inside the box were family photographs and 
letters written by Baroness Mary Vetsera in the 
days and weeks leading up to her death. Deposited 
in 1926 by an unknown client of the bank and 
subsequently forgotten, among the papers were 
farewell notes from Mary to her family. This final 
piece of the jigsaw proved beyond a doubt that 
Mary was intending to commit suicide alongside 
Crown Prince Rudolf and had been a willing 
party to the plan. This was no murder, but a pact 
between a passionate couple who could not stand 
the thought of being torn apart, eventually settling 
on a grand and fatal gesture to prove their devotion. 

For all the years of intrigue and mystery, all the 
cover-ups, scandal and criminal mischief, the tragic 
mystery of Mayerling had finally been solved. 
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When Crown Prince Rudolf died, the Habsburg line 
of succession changed forever, lurching headlong 
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Joseph and Sisi had two daughters, they had only 
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throne was the King's brother, Karl Ludwig. Rumours. 
began to spread that Karl Ludwig had renounced his 
claim, but in any case he didn't live long enough to 
take it, dying of typhoid fever in 1896. Next in line 
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his death. 

The boorish, strong-willed Ferdinand and his 
uncle didn't get on. They disagreed on everything 
from home affairs to foreign policy. Things got worse 
when the Emperor voiced his disapproval of Franz 
Ferdinand's choice of bride, yet the young Archduke 
refused to be swayed. When Franz Joseph stayed 
away from the wedding, the relationship between the 
two men collapsed and the Emperor began to fear for 
Tae Rem ee 

On 28 June 1914 in Sarajevo, Gavrilo Princip shot 
and killed Franz Ferdinand, setting off the chain of 
events that would lead to WWI. Upon hearing that his 
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relief, sure that Archduke Charles, the next in line to 
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In fact, that fateful summer day in Sarajevo 
proved to have a devastating impact on the Austro- 
Hungarian Empire. When Franz Joseph died in 1916, 
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diplomatic solution proved clumsy and, with no 
other option open to him, the Emperor found himself 
backed into a corner. 
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political authority and prepared to leave Austria 
forever. After more than 150 years, the once-mighty 
Austro-Hungarian Empire ceased to exist. 
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In a scandal that rocked the world of sport, 
the seven-time Tour de France champion lost 
everything when his past caught up with him 
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t's 1998 and the Tour de France is in a bad place 
Just as the first stage of the greatest cycling 
race in the world was about to get underway, 
illegal doping products were found in one of the 
cycling team’s support cars. An investigation 
was called and hotel rooms were turned upside 
down and the accused riders interrogated. The 
debacle cast a huge shadow over the 1998 tour and 
even as the peloton cycled through the final stage 
in Paris, the saga was still ongoing. Ultimately, nine 
of the riders confessed to using banned substances. 
The Festina Affair crippled the 85th edition of the 
tour and that year is now known as the tour of 
shame. This wasn't even the end of a dark period 
for professional cycling as just a year later iconic 
rider, and one of the best mountain climbers in 
the sport's history, Marco Pantani, was expelled 
from the 1999 Giro d'Italia for undisclosed reasons. 
Cycling needed a new, clean hero. Step forward 
Lance Armstrong. 

Born in 1971, the Texan had already been a 
successful triathlete before turning his hand to 
cycling. He upped sticks and left his home in 
Texas for Europe, where he could test himself on 
cycling's biggest stages, turning professional in 
1992. Riding for Motorola, he won the 1993 World 
Championships in Norway aged just 22. He was 
fast becoming the greatest American cyclist since 
the great Californian Greg Lemond. His first Tour 
was 1993 but it wasn't until 1999, while the fallout 
from the Festina Affair was still very much in the 
mindset, that he claimed his first victory and was 


catapulted into sporting stardom. After dominating 
one-day road races and Olympic time trials 
throughout the early 1990s, he had a huge drop 

in form. As it turned out, it wasn't ability based 
and was actually down to a cancer growth. Lance 
Armstrong was diagnosed with testicular cancer in 
October 1996, aged just 25. 

The tumours had spread over his body and 
into his lungs and lymph nodes. He was given 
intensive chemotherapy treatment and even had 
a testicle removed in the attempt to pull through. 
As the tumours spread to his brain all seemed lost 
as his survival chances plummeted to just 40 per 
cent. Miraculously, the tough Texan survived the 
ordeal and made a full recovery in February 1997. 
The determined Armstrong announced that he 
had every intention of racing again and signed a 
contract as lead rider of the cycling team, United 
States Postal Service, the only team willing to take 
a punt on the cancer survivor who many assumed 
was finished as a professional rider. It was an 
amazing feat to survive such an aggressive cancer 
but to return to racing again so quickly was even 
more remarkable. 

The experience prompted him to found the 
Lance Armstrong Foundation for Cancer (now 
Livestrong), a charity formed to support those 
suffering from cancer and to fund research into 
the disease. His comeback was immediately 
successful as he finished fourth in the 1998 edition 
of the Vuelta a Espafia, one of the three grand 
tours in cycling along with the Giro and Tour. Just 
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two years after his recovery, Lance Armstrong 
triumphed in the biggest race on the cycling 
calendar and one of the toughest endurance 

races in world sport, the Tour de France. After the 
disgrace of 1998, this tour was known as the Tour 
of Renewal. He was only the second American to 
ever do it and incredibly, he donned the famous 
yellow jersey again in 2000, 2001 and 2002, 

a force of nature in the mountain stages and a 
dynamic sprinter in the time trials. Already in the 
history books, Armstrong and his team attempted 
a fifth victory in 2003, a feat only attained by four 
other riders in the Tour's long history. It was to be 
Armstrong's toughest yet, as he was struck down 
with illness in the days leading up to the race start 
and suffered a series of setbacks during the event. 
Despite this, Armstrong claimed victory once again, 
squeezing past his long-time rival, the German Jan 
Ullrich, by just one minute and one second. 

The following year's Tour proved to be much 
easier for the American as he raced to victory, over 
six minutes ahead of the chasing pack. Boasting 
an unrelenting drive in the mountain stages once 
again, the victory gave Armstrong his sixth Tour 
victory, a record in the sport. Not content with his 
record, he won again in 2005 before announcing 
his retirement to concentrate fully on his charity 
work. With seven consecutive wins under his belt, 
Lance Armstrong had overhauled Miguel Indurain’s 
record and etched himself into the record books. 
He was now perhaps the greatest cyclist of all 





time. Armstrong was admired for his attention to 
detail when planning stage strategy and above 
all, his remorseless desire to win. Before Lance, 
many Americans weren't interested in professional 
cycling but thanks to him, the sport's popularity 
had increased significantly in the States. He was 
at his peak, with lucrative sponsorship deals from 
global sports brands Nike and Oakley as well as two 
published memoirs. However, after he crossed the 
finishing line on the Champs-Elysées on 24 July 
2005, the only way was down for Lance Armstrong. 
After four years away, Armstrong returned to 
the Tour de France in 2009, Now racing for team 
Astana, he finished third, a credible place in the 
standings after so long out of the saddle. He raced 
again the following year, this time in the colours 
of RadioShack. After crashing several times, he 
finished 23rd, a result that convinced the seven- 
time winner to finally call it a day. He subsequently 


“Everyone preferred 
the story of the 
cancer-survivin 
champion than the 
drug-using cheat" 


returned to triathlon racing. The Armstrong story 
of success had been bolstered by his clean and 
fair victories, which had invigorated the sport, 
especially after the controversy of the late 1990s. 
Behind the scenes though, all was not as it seemed. 
It all began in 2001 when sportswriter David 
Walsh claimed that Armstrong had links to 
Michele Ferrari, a doctor who, at the time, was 
being investigated for dealing out performance- 
enhancing substances. The crows began to circle 
as Walsh revealed a confession from Armstrong's 
masseuse and recorded all of his writings in the 
2004 book, LA Confidential. Armstrong sued and 
was given a full apology as well as £1 million in 
damages by The Sunday Times, That same year 
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fellow cyclist Filippo Simeoni claimed that he had 
received drugs from Ferrari. Armstrong branded 
him a liar. Simeoni sued but unlike Armstrong, lost. 

This wasn't the first time Armstrong had been 
accused of foul play. During his inaugural Tour, 
traces of steroids had been found after a urine 
test. The cyclist claimed that this came from 
a prescription skin cream that he was using to 
treat saddle sores and he was cleared by the 
International Cycling Union (UCI). Also in the 1999 
tour, Armstrong, in full view of the TV cameras, 
criticised French cyclist Christophe Basson who 
claimed that no rider could finish in the top ten 
without having doped. Fans and fellow cyclists 
rallied around Armstrong as Basson quit the 
Tour. Only David Walsh saw through this veil 
and wondered why the champion would get so 
defensive if he was indeed clean. Basson would 
not be the only one to feel Armstrong's wrath 
and in the subsequent years reports stated that 
anyone who dared question his methods was 
quickly shouted down in verbal attacks. Armstrong 
also tested positive for corticoid in that race but 
shook off the claims by producing a backdated 
prescription. There were some serious signs of foul 
play from the start. At the time everyone preferred 
the story of the cancer-surviving, against-all-odds 
champion rather than the drug-using cheat. A 
21-month long investigation into the actions of the 
US Postal Service team was conducted between 
November 2000 and September 2002 but it was 
closed with no conclusive results, citing a lack of 
concrete evidence. 

Fast forward to 2005 and the allegations were 
becoming much more serious. French newspaper 
[Equipe released an article claiming that after 
retesting urine samples submitted by Armstrong 
in 1999, it had been discovered that they contained 
erythropoietin (EPO), an artificially produced 
hormone. Injected into the body, it increases red 
blood cell production in the body, giving a rider 
more stamina so they gain an unfair advantage 
and can cycle for longer. Armstrong managed to 
tiptoe around these allegations and a full report 
was released the next year, clearing his name. 

He was in hot water once again in 2010 as fellow 
rider and former member of the US Postal Team, 
Floyd Landis, was stripped of his 2006 Tour 

win after admitting to blood doping. Landis, in 

a whistleblower lawsuit, claimed Armstrong had 
taken similar drugs during his run of wins. The 
Texan, who had denied every allegation thus 

far, was in no mood to change tack and waved 
away the claims, describing it as a witch-hunt. 

The furore did not go unnoticed by the US Anti- 
Doping Agency (USADA) who delved deeper into 
Armstrong's victories. A federal investigation by the 
United States Department of Justice was called and 


in 2012 five more of the former champ’s teammates 


spoke out. The evidence stacking up against him, 


Armstrong still refused to take part in an arbitration 


process with USADA. He attempted to file a lawsuit 
against the USADA for their actions, but a federal 
judge dismissed it. 
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accused of maintaining a steady flow of performance- 
enhancing drugs like PSO to Armstrong and 37 other 
professional cyclists in the doping era. Reports 
suggested that the cyclists would travel across 
Europe to meet Ferrari and have blood transfusions 
that would increase their stamina in an upcoming 
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focused on Armstrong and US Postal, also claiming 
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doctor Luis Garcia del Moral and team director Johan 
Bruyneel, were also accused of possessing and 
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was complex and included phone taps, bugs and 
disposable sim cards. Many steps were taken to avoid 
detection but ultimately Ferrari was slapped with a 
lifetime ban by the USADA in 2012. In a subsequent 
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believed Armstrong had been clean the entire time. 
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In an interview with Oprah 
Winfrey Armstrong admitted 
to using illegal substances 


Achievements of Lance Armstrong 


From 1999 to 2005, the Texan was simply unstoppable when he was in the saddle 











The Tour de France is one of the 1999 @ 2001 2003 2005 
toughest endurance races. However, On his return Armstrong completes Rides to victory for Armstrong wins his seventh 
for seven years Lance Armstrong was from surviving a hattrick of Tour wins, a fifth time but just and final Tour and retires 
unstoppable. Listed below are the cancer, he wins easing to a six-minute over a minute faster from professional cycling. 
it's major achievements, all of the Tour for the victory with Ullrich and than his nearest He returns in 2009 but after 
now been stripped from him and first time. Beloki again in second competitor, the two more Tours is unable to 
the history books. and third. returning Ullrich. add to his tally. 
@ Finishes 36th in 2000 2002 2004 
the Tour de France, Wins the Tour for a second consecutive year Wins his fourth yellow Lance makes it six, 
winning one stage. with Jan Ullrich and Joseba Beloki in second jersey in a row, benefitting breaking the record of 
and third place respectively. Tops off the year from Jan Ullrich not five wins set by four 
with a bronze medal at the Olympic Games. entering the Tour. other riders. 
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Describing the continuing tribulation as having 
mentally drained him and his family, Armstrong 
decided the best course of action was to walk away 
rom the case and no longer contest the charges. 
Just a day later the USADA and the UCI took action. 
The book was thrown at Lance Armstrong as all 
seven Tour de France titles were taken from him 
along with all the other accolades he had achieved 
between 1999 and 2005, the years when he is 
believed to have doped. The Texan was banned 
from the sport he had dedicated his life to and 
prohibited from entering any sport that adhered to 
the world anti-doping code. 

In the months that followed, the USADA released 
its findings declaring the US Postal Service as 
having ran the “most sophisticated, professionalised 
and successful doping program that the sport 

had ever seen.” Mangers, doctors and trainers 

were all involved but Armstrong was the leader 

of the doping pack, even giving the drugs he 

took to fellow riders. The evidence arrived from 

a dossier including 26 whistleblowers, including 

1 professional cyclists. Among other revelations, 
co-rider George Hincapie explained how he 

was tasked with clearing drug material from 





LANCE ARMSTRONG 


for his actions. The world watched as the disgraced 
former champion admitted to taking hormones and 
boosting his oxygen levels while in the prime of his 
career. His sponsors watched too and it's believed 
that he lost $75 million in sponsorship in one day. 
Despite the years of evidence, the revelations still 
shocked cycling fans across the globe. Armstrong 
was someone who condemned doping during his 
time at the top and even donated cash sums to 
the UCI and other drug control bodies. So it’s still 
shocking to discover that he was involved in one 
of the most complex doping programmes in the 
history of professional cycling. The revelations 
found that the US Postal Service team had a doping 
culture and doctors and drug smugglers were all 
in on the underhand tactics. It is believed that 
Armstrong was tested over 200 times without any 
traces of doping ever being found. However the UCI 
developed an improved anti-doping strategy with 
more stringent testing and better equipment, which 
was to be Armstrong and his team's downfall. 
Some of Armstrong's former acquaintances 
- such as the sports writer Sally Jenkins, who 
co-wrote both of his best-selling memoirs - have 
defended Armstrong but ultimately his reputation 


"He was involved in one of the most complex 
doping programmes in the history of cycling" 


Armstrong's apartment in 2005 and fellow cyclist 
Jonathan Vaughters explained how he personally 
saw Armstrong take EPO at the 1998 Vuelta. 

Floyd Landis, still the biggest name in the entire 
investigation, declared that Armstrong failed a dope 
test in the 2001 Tour of Switzerland before a hasty 
financial settlement covered it up. 

The controversy also brought to light 
Armstrong's conduct, with many describing him 
as a bully who called the shots and came down 
heavy on anyone that dare oppose him. The 
substances that Armstrong used ranged from 
human growth hormones to testosterone injections 
to performance-enhancing drugs with EPO his 
drug cocktail of choice. According to reports, the 
EPO was administered in hotel rooms by the team 
doctor and delivered to specific rendezvous points 
throughout races. Armstrong and his attorneys 
scoffed at the accusations, describing them as 
unreliable forced testimonies and 2012 ended with 
the Armstrong camp still defiant in the face of 
mounting pressure. However, the cracks had started 
to show as he resigned from his position on the 
Livestrong Foundation, a move Armstrong recently 
described as his deepest cut. To date, Livestrong 
has raised $500 million and sold 85 million of its 
iconic yellow bands but the charity has distanced 
itself from its chairman. 

In January 2013 the saga finally came to a close. 
Appearing on the Oprah Winfrey Show, a defeated 
Armstrong admitted to using performance- 
enhancing drugs and took complete responsibility 





is beyond repair. In 2014, Brian Cookson assumed 
the presidency of the UCI and formed the Cycling 
Independent Reform Commission (CIRC). Designed 
as another body to assess doping in cycling, 
it published a report stating that Armstrong 
“benefited from a preferential status afforded by the 
UCI leadership" and ordered that he and Tailwind 
Sports, the owners of US Postal and several of 
Armstrong's other teams, pay $10 million in fraud 
to SCA Promotions, the company that paid his 
bonuses during his Tour victories in 2002, 2003 
and 2004, unaware of his drug taking. 

As for professional cycling, it continues to be 
hampered by doping allegations and 20 of the 
21 podium finishes in the Tour between 1999- 
2005 are believed to have been linked to doping. 
Fortunately, it has moved on from this era and 
is looking forward to a brighter future. Recent 
interviews such as the BBC's Lance Armstrong: 
The Road Ahead, showed a reflective Armstrong, 
seemingly a very different man to the bully that 
had been the godfather of the cycling doping scene 
for so long. This and the infamous Oprah interview 
show a publicly disgraced individual uneasy with 
himself and his past. Doping or no doping, winning 
the Tour de France seven times is an incredible 
achievement but it all pales into insignificance 
when you consider how many people - his 
fans, his team - he cheated for so long. Lance 
Armstrong will not be remembered for his cycling, 
he'll be remembered for his drug taking and his 
manipulation of a proud sport and its legion of fans. © 
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STELLA WALSH 


THE SECRET OF 


WALSH 


The tragic tale of how one woman's lifetime of 
athletic achievements risked being swept away 
because of a genetic abnormality 


rt Samuel Gerber looked down at the latest 

arrival on his coroner's slab. He wasn't a 

stranger to high-profile cases, but he knew 

this one would get attention for all the 

wrong reasons. He was staring down at the 
body of Stella Walsh, one of the greatest female 
athletes to have lived, and a beloved hero in her 
hometown of Cleveland. And now he had to reveal 
Stella's greatest secret: she was intersex. 

Stella (or Stanislawa, as she was originally 
named) came into this world on 3 April 1911, born 
in Poland to Julian and Weronika Walasiewicz. That 
summer, her parents immigrated to the United 
States, settling in the Slavic Village neighbourhood 
in Ohio. To fit in with their new surroundings, the 
family Anglicised their surname to Walsh, and 
shortened their daughter's name to Stasia before 
settling on Stella. 

Her classmates came up with other names for 
her, though. Stella was tall and muscular, earning 
her the nickname ‘Bull Montana’ after Lewis 
Montagna, a popular wrestler at the time. But while 
school may have been a social torment, it was 
also the place where she discovered her athletic 
prowess. At just 17 she qualified for the American 
Olympic team, but because she wasn't an American 
citizen she couldn't compete. So she joined her 
local Sokol - a Polish sports club - that same year, 
and competed in its Pan-Slavic meeting in Europe. 
She came home with five gold medals. 

This was just the beginning. In January 1930, she 
set three new world records - one at the Millrose 
Games at Madison Square Garden, and then the 





other two in Philadelphia four days later. In April 
1930, she completely smashed the world record at 
22 yards by 2.6 seconds. At the Outdoor National in 
Dallas, she set world records for the 100 and 200 
yards, as well as the broad jump. Still hungry for 
more, she won the 60, 100 and 200 metres at the 
World Games in Prague. 

Next stop, the 1932 Summer Olympics, where 
Stella won gold for the 100-metre dash. At the 
Championships of Warsaw, she won nine gold 
medals in track and field. In 1933, she smashed two 
world records in the same day; 7.4 seconds for the 
60 metres, and 11.8 seconds for the 100 metres. 

The 1936 Olympics in Berlin saw a slight blip in 
her otherwise-sterling record, and would also be 
the first time her name was associated with gender 
verification. While attempting to defend her title 
for the 100-metre dash, she came second. Helen 
Stephens (USA) may have only beaten her by a 
mere .02 seconds, but it was all that was needed. 
The news did not go down well with Stella's fans. 
Stella or the Polish press - reports vary on who 
started it - began complaining that Stephens 
was a man. It was a rumour that gathered pace, 
culminating in Stephens being forced to take a 
genital inspection for gender identification. She was 
pronounced as being female. 

Away from the Olympic scandal, Stella 
continued to collect medals like they were going 
out of fashion, and showed no signs of slowing 
down; when she was 35, she had a faster time at 
100 yards than she did when she was 19. Then 
she won the 100, 200 and long jump National 
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Championships for the fourth time. No one else 
had achieved this (it took 50 years for someone else 
to manage it), but it is even more remarkable when 
you consider that she was 37. At 43, she took part 
in the first pentathlons for women at the National 
Championships in 1950, and won the first five titles. 
Her athletic achievements are truly phenomenal. 
During her career, she won 41 Amateur Athletic 
Union titles, and set 20 world records. She 
obliterated her competition, and continued to 
dominate at an age when many had retired. With 
each race won, she distanced herself further and 
further from the quiet child who was bullied for 
looking different. Now she was being called names 
such as the ‘Cleveland Flyer’ or ‘Queen of Sprint’. It 
must have felt very different to the ‘Bull Montana’ 
taunts that followed her through school. But fame 
is fleeting, and after she stopped competing, Stella 
slowly faded from people's memories. 

Whether or not she missed being in the 
limelight, there's no way she would have wanted 
the kind of media attention she received after her 
death. It started with her murder on 4 December 
1980. Stella was shot after two men tried to rob her. 
Although being 69 at the time, she put up a fight, 
and in the struggle, the gun went off, whipping 
through Stella's stomach and severing an artery in 
her pelvis. She died while on the operating table. 

News of her death soon spread and, for a short 
time, people did remember her achievements. 
Walter Cronkite announced on the CBS evening 
news that “One of the great women of sport was 
murdered last night." Mayor Voinovich commented 
that she had been “a Cleveland institution.” The 
Polish-American community were devastated at the 
news. Stella had been an important part in their 
lives, and now she had been killed in a car park. 
They thought it couldn't get worse. But then the 
autopsy results were leaked. 

Dr Samuel Gerber didn't have to look too far 
to know that Stella had been keeping a pretty 
significant secret. His autopsy report cites an 
underdeveloped penis, a scrotum with small testes, 
and ‘masculine’ breasts. In a touching display of 
integrity, Gerber referred to Stella as ‘the individual’ 
throughout the report. But the media showed no 
such sensitivity. Responding to a tip-off over what 
the autopsy revealed, Tom Beres, a reporter for the 
Cleveland news channel WKYC, told the station's 
viewers that Stella had a penis. This was the night 
before Stella's funeral. Having missed the scoop, 
tival station, WEWS, wanted in. Desperate to grab 
viewers’ attention, they ran with a tagline: ‘Was 
Stella a fella?’. It no longer mattered how many 
tecords Stella had set, or how many races she had 
won - those four words would come to define her. 

But Stella still had some friends. The Polish- 
American community were incensed at this 
treatment of one of theirs. When they saw 
television crews at Stella's funeral, they hurled 
a barrage of insults at their new enemy. They 
mobilised, staging protests outside the studios, 
organising boycotts and threats of legal action. If 
they were to avoid a lawsuit, WKYC desperately 
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needed official confirmation to justify what they 
had reported, but Dr Gerber had been silent, apart 


from a statement. In it, he referred to John Lennon, 


who had been murdered days after Stella: “John 
Lennon was known as a male and apparently was 
killed as a male and autopsied as a male. Stella 
Walsh's birth certificate said she was female, she 
was known as a female and her death certificate 
says she was a female.” 

Gerber ordered chromosome testing but flat-out 
refused to release any more information until the 
autopsy was complete. This was not good enough 
for WKYC, who got the lawyers involved to force 
Gerber to confirm or deny that Stella was a man. 
Gerber ignored the letters and phone calls, and it 
wasn't until a judge gave him two weeks to share 
the report or be held in contempt of court, that he 
made it public. 


The results of the chromosome tests ordered 
by Gerber were presented two months after 
the murder. Stella had a mix of XY and XO 
chromosomes, which are abnormal female genes. 
She had a condition known as mosaicism, caused 
by an error in cell division at the fetal stage. He 
never entered the argument of whether Stella 
was male or female, instead writing that: “Socially, 
culturally and legally, Stella Walsh was accepted as 
female for 69 years. She lived and died a female.” 

The lack of a definite answer meant controversy 
surrounding Stella and her sex still rumbles on. In 
988, an Ottawa newspaper profiled Hilda Strike, 
who had lost to Stella (or as they put it ‘lost her 
gold medal to a man’). Strike’s grandchildren felt 
so strongly about the loss that they petitioned 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and 
nternational Amateur Athletics Federation to 
retroactively award Strike the 1932 gold medal. The 
OC declined, based on the fact that she had been 
raised as female and lived as a female. 

Despite reportedly winning more than 5,000 
taces and setting numerous records, Stella's athletic 
achievements now come second to the controversy 
over her sex. As if this wasn’t tragic enough, she 
was also robbed of justice. The assailant who shot 
her could have faced the death penalty, but Dr 
Lester Adelson from the coroner's office thought 
it best to avoid going to trial, in an effort to spare 
Stella from further scrutiny. While both assailants 
were still sentenced to jail time, it wasn't nearly 
enough for the pain they had caused. 
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The tests that have caused more 
controversy than the results 
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examination would be carried out. Then in 1967, the 
International Amateur Athletics Federation (IAAF) 
announced it would use chromosome tests (the 
International Olympics Committee (IOC) adopted the 
same procedure in 1968). If the result came back XX 
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athlete would not be competing 
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and the tests attracted lots of controversy. The IAAF 
abandoned the procedure in 1992, with the IOC 
following suit in 1999, unless there was actual cause to 
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barrage of criticism the IAAF faced following its 
botched handling in the case of Caster Semenya. 
Tests would now focus on ‘abnormal levels of 
testosterone to determine if someone was ‘female’ 
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is what Dutee Chand argued after she fell foul of these 
tests in 2014. Chand has hyperandrogenism, and 
naturally produces excessive amounts of androgens, 
such as testosterone. Chand put her case to the Court 
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tests were temporarily banned, and the IAAF has to 
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and Wilhelmina an advantage, otherwise the policy will be terminated. 
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Racing against fellow advantage, such as height, then it is ridiculous - and 
Polish athlete insulting - to focus purely on how ‘female’ someone is. 
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TONYA HARDING 


ATTACK ON 





NANCY KERRIGAN 


How a bizarre attack rocked the world of international figure 
skating, sparked a tabloid feeding frenzy, and wrecked a 
brilliant career 


n 6 January 1994, Nancy Kerrigan, the 

United States’ best female figure skater and 

a favourite to win gold at the 1994 Winter 

Olympics, had just finished a practice 

session at an ice rink in Detroit, Michigan, 
when she was attacked by a mystery assailant. A 
witness described the attacker as a tall, burly, white 
man, who approached the 5ft 3in ice skater with 
what looked like a police nightstick, and smashed 
it with full force against her right knee. As the 
assailant ran off, staff rushed to Kerrigan's aid as 
she lay on the ground wailing in pain. Terrified and 
clearly in shock, she just kept shrieking the same 
phrase: “Why, why, why?” 

After being rushed to hospital, X-rays revealed 
that, although the 24 year old had suffered a cut 
and significant bruising, Kerrigan's leg was not 
fractured. The doctor who treated her, however, told 
the New York Times that the attack appeared to be 
calculated. “He was clearly trying to debilitate her,” 
he said of Kerrigan's mystery attacker. 

The following day, Kerrigan sat and watched the 
US figure skating championships on TV - an event 
she was supposed to be competing in. It was won 
by her closest rival, Tonya Harding, guaranteeing 
her place at the Olympics. It was the culmination 
of a lifetime's work for Harding, who was a deeply 
committed, dynamic and athletic skater with a 
teputation for being fiercely competitive - even too 
competitive in the minds of some. Nobody, though, 
could have foreseen what happened next 

On 20 January, Harding's husband, Jeff Gillooly, 
was arrested by the FBI on suspicion of being 
involved in the attack on Kerrigan. Having 
admitted to being guilty of involvement, however, 
he denied he had masterminded it, claiming 





instead that his wife ordered the attack. It was 
an allegation that Harding categorically denied. 
With the whole of America now watching on TV, 
Harding was hounded by the media. 

Fresh rumours emerged every day and, with 
pressure mounting, Harding admitted she knew 
more than she had been letting on. At a press 
conference she revealed that she had known about 
the bizarre attack - but only after it had taken place. 
Gillooly had confessed to her in private that he 
had orchestrated it, and had threatened her with 
violence if she told anyone. Her confession would, 
in time, cost her dearly. 

For now, though, the media storm raged on. 
Kerrigan, having recovered from her injuries and 
granted a spot on the US team, appeared on the 
cover of both TIME magazine and Newsweek, 
while reporters and TV news crews camped 
outside Harding's home, and were in permanent 
attendance at her practice sessions in Portland, 
Oregon. It was against this backdrop that the two 
tivals - Harding by now being portrayed as the 
hard-bitten bitch to Kerrigan's pretty ice princess 
- jetted into Lillehammer, Norway, for the Winter 
Olympics. When they arrived shortly before the 
opening ceremony on 12 February, they discovered 
they had been followed by 400 journalists who 
now jammed into the practice rink to gawk at 
them. The stage was being set for the greatest 
showdown in the history of the Olympics, but the 
confrontation couldn't live up to the hype. After 
two disappointing performances, a clearly rattled 
Harding found herself out of medal contention. 
Gold was eventually taken by a little-known 
Ukrainian skater, while Kerrigan ended up with 
silver. A clearly distraught Harding finished the 
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childhood ambition of skating at the Olympics inched 
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has long insisted that she stuck with Gillooly simply to 
comply with what the USFSA official demanded. 


competition eighth as the accusations against her 
continued to fly. And things were about to get 
worse. A lot worse. 

On her return to the US at the end of February, 
Harding discovered that Gillooly had testified 
against her in exchange for a plea bargain. Gillooly 
and Harding's bodyguard, Shawn Eckhardt, had 
- it now emerged - hired a smack-time crook 
called Shane Stant to break Kerrigan's leg to 
prevent her from competing in the Olympics. All 
three men - along with a getaway driver named 
Derrick Smith - were sentenced to prison terms 
on charges of racketeering and conspiracy to 
commit second-degree assault. Harding now faced 
a charge of conspiracy to commit hindrance to the 
prosecution in that case. To avert possible jail time 
herself, Harding pleaded guilty to the charge rather 
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than fight it, and on 16 March, she received three 
years’ probation, a $160,000 fine and 500 hours 
of community service. But the disgraced star's 
humiliation was far from complete. 

As part of the plea bargain Harding had made, 
she also had to agree to withdraw from the 1994 
World Figure Skating Championships, as well 
as resign from the United States Figure Skating 
Association (USFSA). Then on 30 June, the USFSA 

which had conducted its own investigation 
into the attack - stripped Harding of her 1994 US 
Championship title. It also issued a life-time ban, 
preventing her from ever participating in any 
USFSA-organised event again, either as a skater 
or as a coach. The organisation concluded that 
Harding had known about the attack before it had 
happened, and had ‘a clear disregard for fairness, 


sportsmanship and ethical behaviour’. What 
evidence it had for this is not clear. 

Having grown up poor in what she claimed was 
an abusive family, she'd gained little education and 
had poured her energies into skating since early 
childhood, seeing it as a means of escape - both 
psychologically and financially. After having clawed 
her way to the top, she'd been on the brink of 
greatness only to see all she had worked so hard 
for, torn apart in just a few short months. Harding 
was just 24 years old, but her career as a figure 
skater was over. 


"As well as destroying 
Harding's life, the 
scandal also created 
problems for Nancy’ 


Ironically, in the aftermath of the scandal and 
the amount of media attention it had generated, 
ice skating experienced a boom in America, but 
Harding wasn't in a position to benefit from it 
financially. Although the USFSA had no control 
over non-competitive professional skating events, 
Harding's portrayal in the press had left her 
reputation in tatters. She was seen as unstable, 
ruthlessly competitive and dishonest, and was 
persona non grata among skaters and promoters on 
the pro circuit, who refused to work with her. 

As well as destroying Harding's life, the scandal 
also created problems for victim Nancy Kerrigan. 
Portrayed by the media throughout the scandal 
as a saint, her public image was about to get an 
ugly makeover. After winning silver, the medal 
ceremony in Lillehammer had been delayed while 
officials searched for a copy of the Ukrainian 
anthem to play for Oksana Baiul, who had won 
gold. During the wait, Kerrigan was wrongly 
informed that the presentation had been delayed 
because Baiul had cried so much when she'd won 
that her makeup had come off and she needed it 
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herself with few friends and little money. The Kerrigan 
scandal may have made her a household name, but it 
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fill, moved on, leaving Harding to face a bleak future. 


Throughout the rest of the 1990s she drifted from one low- 


VS Ke lo oala eA cek- el eet eS AU 
SU eee lene 434 (eR on 

In 2002, though, Fox TV offered her the chance to fight 
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a professional fighter, on the undercard of a Mike Tyson 
fight. Although she lost that bout on a decision, she fought 
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retouching. Kerrigan - who had lost out on first 
place due to a controversial judging decision - was 
clearly frustrated, and as the TV cameras constantly 
scrutinised her, she was seen to say: “Oh come on. 
She's going to get out here and cry again. What's 
the difference?” This throwaway comment was 
picked up by US media commentators, who were 
soon using it as a stick to beat her with, attacking 
her for a lack of grace in the face of defeat. 

The criticism gained increasing momentum, 
assisted by another faux pas when she arrived 
back in the States. Shortly after the Olympics, 
while attending a publicity parade arranged by 
her agent at Florida's Walt Disney World, she was 
caught on microphone saying: “This is dumb. I 
hate it. This is the corniest thing I've ever done.” 
Although Kerrigan later claimed the remark was 
taken out of context, a full-scale media backlash 
was now in full swing. Writing in The Boston Globe 
about Kerrigan in the wake of the attack and the 
Olympic showdown, social commentator Mike 
Barnicle said: ‘Now the thing is over so we [the 
media] have got to kill her’. It was the age-old 


again a month later and won by unanimous decision. 
Two more wins followed before she was beaten in 
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hadn't lost her deeply competitive edge, with the 
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and in August 2010, she set a new land-speed record 
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husband, Joseph Price, giving birth to a son in 2011. A 
Hollywood film /, Tonya, chronicling her extraordinary 
life, is due for release in 2018 






story of the media cynically building somebody 
up to knock them down - to keep a story that 
had been good for business rumbling on until the 
next big thing broke. Kerrigan, who had retired 
from competitive skating, now found previously 
arranged endorsements and TV deals were pulled, 
as bad publicity continued to dog her. 

To this day, Tonya Harding claims that she 
was not complicit in the attack that wrecked her 
career. Gillooly, she claimed, was obsessed with the 
idea of cashing in on her becoming Olympic gold 
medallist, had dreamt up the entire plan behind 
her back, in the belief that he could deal with the 
competition off the ice rink rather than leave it up 
to the judges in Lillehammer. In 2008, Harding 
released an autobiography called The Tonya Tapes. 
In it she revealed that she hadn't gone to the FBI 
as soon as she'd discovered what Gillooly had been 
up to, as he'd threatened to have her gang raped 
by his associates at gunpoint if she did, and then 
murdered - an allegation Gillooly again denied. 
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THE SPANISH ‘PARALYMPIANS’ 


THE SPANISH 
‘PARALYMPIANS’ 


How a business journalist uncovered one of 
the most farfetched sporting scandals from 
the inside 


n October 2000, a Spanish men’s intellectual 
disability basketball team, made up of 12 
members, triumphed over their Russian 
counterparts to win the gold medal at the 
Summer Paralympics in Sydney. They won each 
of their five matches, beating their opponents by an 
average of more than 36 points. Their smiling faces 
on the podium were beamed across the world, 
and they became a symbol of sporting pride for 
millions back home. The catch, however, was that 
ten of the 12 had no learning disability, according 
to a journalist who infiltrated the team. It would 
go down in sporting history as one of the most 
egregious acts of dishonesty ever. 

By November the team's charade had been 
exposed, and players were ordered to return 
their medals. In the immediate aftermath, the 
International Paralympic Committee (IPC) initiated 
a total ban on athletes with intellectual disabilities, 
blocking them from competing at the Winter 
Paralympics in Salt Lake City in 2002, and the 
2004 Paralympics in Athens. Thousands more were 
told they were not allowed to compete in Beijing in 
2008. After much uproar, the IPC eventually agreed 
on a new system for verifying intellectual disability 
in 2009, enabling competitors to take part in three 
events at the 2012 Games. 

On top of depriving athletes who legitimately 
suffered with such disabilities from a gold medal, 
the Spanish ‘Paralympians’ had ruined the hopes of 
athletes for years to come. 


The former head of the Spanish Federation of 
Sportspeople with Intellectual Disabilities (FEDDI), 
Fernando Martin Vicente, was found guilty of 
fraud 13 years later, and slapped with a fine of 
€5,400. He was also ordered to pay back €142,000 
in government subsidies that had been given to 
his organisation to help athletes who it was now 
known did not have disabilities. 

When the scandal broke, Vicente initially 
protested his organisation's innocence. 

The BBC reported at the time that Vicente said: 
“Tam completely sure no fraud existed. All athletes 
have undergone the appropriate controls." 

As the media glare intensified and the scandal 
deepened, he later backtracked, declaring that he 
took “full responsibility" for the affair. However, he 
argued psychological evaluations were “difficult,” 
and that mistakes had been made. 

In November 2000 Vicente, father to a disabled 
child himself, told state news agency EFE: "The 
process of psychological evaluation is very difficult 
because there are no amputations and no obvious 
physical defect. 

“If someone wants to cheat, it's difficult to detect. 
It's easy to pretend you have little intelligence, but 
the opposite is difficult.” 

So how could this have happened in the first 
place? What could possibly compel these people 
- ten athletes, plus members of the coaching 
staff and team organisers - to disregard common 
decency and go along with it? 
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There have been many theories. One is that the 
allure of sporting glory was simply a good enough 
incentive. It is complemented by the oft-cited belief 
that other teams taking part in the 2000 Paralymic 
Games also fielded non-disabled athletes. 

Another explanation is the financial incentive. 
The tournament's winners were to be paid 
€150,000, and it is quite possible state subsidies 
were more likely to flow into the coffers of 
organisations which represented the most 
successful sportsmen and women. 

Spanish newspaper, E/ Mundo, even said Vicente, 
as chairman of various disabled sports bodies, 
had earned millions of euros from government 
grants and sponsorship deals. There were claims he 
acquired many cars, multiple homes and a yacht. 

But beyond Vicente's conviction, the ultimate 
motive has never - and could never - be exactly 
proved. What is even more interesting, though - 
and it is certainly an extremely unusual tale - is 
how the team was found out. 

Standing at 6ft Sin, financial journalist Carlos 
Ribagorda, who worked for business magazine 
Capital, was invited to play for the Spanish 
intellectual disability basketball team: 

He stayed with the team for two whole years, 
up to and including the 2000 Paralympic Games. 
He has stated numerous times it was always his 
intention to continue to play for the team, and 
break the story after. 

What's more, once he had fully entrenched 
himself within the Spanish setup, he concluded it 
wasn't just basketball players faking disabilities, but 
also those taking part in track and field sports, table 
tennis and swimming. 
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Writing in Capital shortly after the Games: “Of the 
200 Spanish athletes at Sydney at least 15 had no 
type of physical or mental handicap - they didn't 
even pass medical or psychological examinations.” 

Ribagorda claimed he was never asked to 
undergo any examination to prove his IQ was 
below the threshold of 70 required to participate in 
intellectual disability events. He followed this up by 
saying he was never asked to undergo one when 
his team arrived in Australia for the Games. 

Spain kicked off their campaign with a 73-58 
pummelling of Portugal in the group stages, 
followed by round robin matches against Brazil 
and Japan, won 94-48 and 8720, respectively. 
They then brushed Poland aside 97-67 in the semi- 
finals, before taking gold against Russia by the 
comfortable scoreline of 87-63. 

As the cameras flashed, capturing photos of the 
victorious squad, Ribagorda must have already 
been writing his introduction in his head. His scoop 
would make the world sit up and take notice. 

The journalist even claimed he and his 
teammates were at one point told to slow the 
tempo of their play, so as to not let on they weren't 
actually disabled. In his article, Ribagorda recalled 
being told by a coach: “Move down a gear or they'll 
figure out you're not disabled.” 

He was told to “act stupid” around the athlete's 
village, he added. Lainformacion.com alleged 
Ribagorda, at one point, was even told not to fill in 
personal information forms too quickly. 

In an interview he said: “In the Spanish 
basketball team that played in Sydney there were 
ten players who had no kind of disability, and only 
two players who were actually mentally disabled. 







“There were ten 
players who had no 
kind of disability, 

and only two 
players who were" 
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“At the beginning, I thought it was totally 
incapable for someone to be able to carry out 
something like this. It just seemed completely 
incredible, and that was the reason why I got 
involved with the team.” 

After the team won the title, photographs of 
them during the medal ceremony circulated, and 
one ended up on the cover of the popular sports 
newspaper, Marca. It was then that readers started 
to recognise the players. A regional newspaper 
published an article expressing its doubts about 
the team, but organisers said they had the 
documentation to prove the players’ disabilities. 
They may have expected many things, but they 
would not have expected one of their number 
being an undercover journalist. 

The story and the subsequent scandal sent 
shockwaves throughout the world, striking a chord 
with even those who usually had no interest in 
sport. One could scarcely sink to lower depths than 
pretending to be disabled for personal gain, they 
must have thought. But was uncovering it in the 
way Ribagorda did the right thing to do? 
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He did, in his two years with the team, exactly 
what he accused his teammates, coaches and 
associated officials of doing; he deceived people. In 
the process, he stopped a person with a genuine 
disability from competing at the Paralympics, to 
this day still the second-largest sporting event 

What's more, had he blown the whistle earlier, 
Ribagorda could have perhaps saved his country 
from international condemnation. Olympic and 
Paralympic Games are today, to a large extent, 
an exercise in international public relations. 

Once the team made it to Sydney, they became 
representatives of Spain 

And the reputation of disabled sport as a 
whole took a knock. The scandal, breaking just 
weeks after the games’ closing ceremony, hogged 
the headlines, and somewhat undermined the 
achievements of athletes in totally unrelated fields. 
Could that have been avoided if Ribagorda had 
written a piece as soon as he knew what was afoot? 

But he was clear. After the story was published 
and the fallout began, he reflected that had he not 
gone to the games, another non-disabled athlete 
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In contrast to its Olympic counterpart, the International 
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questions raised over the country's doping record. 

Areport by Richard McLaren detailed 35 "missing 
positive results" from Paralympic athletes. 

The decision, taken a month before the beginning 
of the Paralympics, meant 267 Russian athletes 
across 18 sports were barred from competing. The 
IPC was praised for its bold decision - one which the 
International Olympic Committee avoided. 

IPC president Sir Philip Craven said; “The Russian 
Paralympic Committee are unable to ensure compliance 
with and enforcement of the IPC anti-doping code and 
the world anti-doping code within their own national 
jurisdiction and they cannot fulfil its fundamental 
obligation as an IPC member. 

“As aresult, the Russian Paralympic Committee is 
suspended with immediate effect.” 

It was far from being the only ‘other’ Paralympic 
scandal, though. Concerns have been raised for years 
over unorthodox and dangerous methods disabled 
athletes have gone to in the past to boost performance. 

Nace neRe oR NUN 13 (are) 8116] NVA) od Lol 
accused of the practice of squeezing one's scrotum to 
gain adrenaline rushes, thereby boosting performance. 
Sitting on the scrotum or blocking catheters are two 
methods of doing this. 

It increases oxygen flow, as well as an athlete's heart 
rate and blood pressure, but can make an athlete more 
likely to suffer a heart attack or a stroke. 

Again, the 2016 games saw a crackdown on potential 
scandal, and a lower threshold for mercury in blood 
pressure tests was proposed, 


would have just taken his place, such was the 
extent of the cheating. 

Was he right to wait and go along with the 
charade until its conclusion, before exposing the 
intellectual disability basketball bosses? 

Once again, he replied by saying that the story 
would not have had the same impact if he hadn't 
have gone through with it. He said: “I was very 
clear about what I was going to do. I spoke with the 
bosses from my magazine and the reasons for me 
going were simple. It really was just another job. 

“If I hadn't then just another player without any 
kind of disability would have gone. It is very clear 
to me that this was the only way of demonstrating 
that the president of the federation would resign in 
eight days." 

In any case, the truth was revealed and despite 
some adverse consequences, that in itself should 
be celebrated. The story of the 2000 Spanish 
Paralympians who lied about having intellectual 
disabilities will forever serve as a cautionary 
tale - as well as being one of the saddest sporting 
scandals of our time. 
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FISPYGATE 


In a few short months, 2007 went from 

being one of the most exciting Formula 

One seasons in years to one of the most 
shameful in the sport's history 


ycling has Lance Armstrong's doping 
programme, cricket has spot-fixing and 
Formula One has the Spygate affair, which 
nearly brought one of the most iconic teams 
in the sport to its knees. 

The 2007 F1 season was already promising to be 
an exciting one, not least in the McLaren garage. 
Fernando Alonso, world champion in the last two 
years, had completed a shock move from Renault 
to join the Woking-based team, while alongside 
him, McLaren had taken a punt on rookie Lewis 
Hamilton, a British driver known for his aggressive 
driving style and unerring self-confidence. 
McLaren expected big things, and having not won 
a Constructors’ Championship since 1998, they 
were desperate for the combination of youth and 
experience to be the right one. What they cannot 
have expected is to end the season without a single 
point to their name, and a team shredded to pieces 
by betrayal and espionage. 

The first ripples on the surface came from next 
door in the garage of their biggest rival, Ferrari. 
Months before, the Italian team had confirmed that 
chief mechanic Nigel Stepney would be shifted into 
a performance director role that would no longer 
see him attend races with the team, just weeks 
after he had publicly complained of feeling like his 
career was being stifled. He had been part of the 
tremendous successes of the late 1990s and early 
2000s with Michael Schumacher, but now clearly 
wanted to move up the ladder, and the departure 
of influential technical director Ross Brawn had 
not sat well with him. Ferrari promptly shunted 
Stepney sideways. 
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Four months later in June 2007, Italian police 
raided the house of Stepney in northern Italy, 
not far from the team’s Fiorano base. A criminal 
investigation was underway, and it appeared that 
the Ferrari dream team was falling apart, handing 
McLaren the title. But then the door-knocking 
found its way to England and the home of McLaren 
engineer Mike Coughlan. 

Coughlan had worked with Stepney at Lotus in 
the 1980s, but left in 1990, joining the Arrows team 
before McLaren in 2002. Five years later, his house 
was raided. On the same day, Ferrari confirmed 
Stepney's dismissal and the involvement of a 
McLaren engineer in the debacle, later identified 
as Coughlan. They were searching for documents 
they believed to have been passed to Coughlan by 
Stepney, including their 780-page ‘technical bible’. 
The story was becoming one of the biggest cases of 
espionage in modern sporting history. 

Ruthless McLaren boss Ron Dennis had trusted 
Coughlan when, during the Australian Grand Prix 
in early 2007, he offered information on Ferrari's 
refuelling strategy to ingratiate himself with a team 
in which he said he felt ‘unloved’. Dennis accepted 
it as pit-lane hear-say. But emails between McLaren 
test driver Pedro de la Rosa and Alonso would later 
reveal that the drivers knew how good Coughlan’s 
information would be, because he had a mole 
inside Ferrari. His existence remained a secret until 
Gary Monteith, an English copy-shop manager, 
had a woman, Coughlan’s wife, come in and ask 
for a massive document to be transferred onto a 
computer disk. A fervent Ferrari fan, he blew the 
whistle to the team, who went to the police. 
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Formula One was almost 
completely torn to pieces by 
a scandal that pulled in score 
2ople, but here are the k 
players involved 


Nigel Stepney 
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Constructors’ titles between 1999 and 
2004. The mechanic amassed 30 years 
of experience in Formula One in total, 
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move up the ladder at Ferrari. 
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Arace engineer and designer, Coughlan 
headed up the design team at McLaren 
for five years before Spygate. He 
worked alongside Stepney at Lotus, 
and post-2007 also spent two years as 
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Bernie Ecclestone 


Ecclestone grafted his way to the top 
of Fl and spent 40 years there. He 
was largely responsible for the sport's 
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most successful men in motor sport. 
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Ron Dennis 
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Mosley never trusted that he knew 
nothing about Spygate, and is thought to 
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Fernando Alonso 
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regarding Spygate, and was more than 
happy to help uncover it. His evidence 


and willingness to disclose it proved to 
be absolutely crucial. 





Alonso powers ity 
McLaren to clock the 





The allegations triggered a kind of McCarthyism 
as the sport's power-brokers, namely FIA president 
Max Mosley and F1 supremo Bernie Ecclestone, 
panicked while the teams tried to distance 
themselves from the incident. McLaren released a 
statement to iterate that Coughlan had acted alone, 
without the knowledge of the team. Team boss 
Dennis even rang his Ferrari counterpart, Jean 
Todt, to reassure him there was no institutional 
skullduggery at play. Todt was convinced that the 
paper copy, which Coughlan said he burnt after it 
was digitalised, was in the McLaren factory. 

It was an unwelcome distraction from one of the 
best seasons of racing in years. At the time of the 
initial police raid, the first eight race wins had been 
split evenly between Ferrari's Kimi Raikkonen and 
Felipe Massa, Alonso and Hamilton. The McLaren 
pair were developing a fierce rivalry. Ecclestone 
had developed F1 into a lucrative and glamorous 
brand with unrivalled global TV coverage, and 
knew the damage a public airing of the sport's 
dirty laundry could do. But he and Mosley 
reluctantly agreed to hold 
an FIA investigation - this 
one couldn't be brushed 
under the carpet. 

At the July trial in Paris 
before the World Motor 
Sport Council (WMSC), 
McLaren presented a 
report from a lawyer who 
had conducted a 24-hour 
investigation into the 
team's inner workings, 
and agreed with Dennis 
that Coughlan was a rogue operator acting without 
the cooperation or knowledge of his own team. 
Honda boss Nick Fry then revealed their motive: 
both Stepney and Coughlan were applying for jobs 
with his team and using the Ferrari information 
as leverage. The WMSC agreed and acquitted 
McLaren. Ecclestone and Mosley privately admitted 
that they were unimpressed by the defence, 
even if they could not disprove it, and the latter 
was forced to withstand a 30-minute barrage of 
telephone abuse from the chairman of Fiat, Sergio 
Marchionne, later CEO of Ferrari, who claimed 
that at least four McLaren executives had seen 
the document. But neither the FIA, the WMSC or 
Ferrari could prove McLaren's wrongdoing, and the 
team appeared to have escaped unscathed from a 
potential disaster. 

However, the hard-fought championship on the 
track would prove to be their downfall. Alonso had 
moved to McLaren predominantly for financial 
reasons, but he was still determined to win a third 
consecutive world championship. The Spaniard 
felt that McLaren boss Dennis was favouring his 
protégé, Hamilton, and told his manager, Flavio 
Briatore, that he wanted to negotiate a departure 
from the team, and was willing to use the emails 
between himself and a McLaren engineer proving 
the team’s guilt as a bargaining chip. He knew 
he held the evidence that would reopen the FIA 


‘[Alonso] held 
the evidence that 
would reopen the 

FIA inquiry, and 
Was ready to use it” 
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inquiry, and was ready to use it. Briatore told 
Ecclestone, who in turn told Mosley, but the affair 
temained private - for now. In Hungary, Alonso 
waited in his pit-box, so Hamilton was unable to 
complete his qualifying lap before the chequered 
flag. His determination to win was unbridled. 

But his actions enraged Dennis, who sprinted 
over to Alonso's trainer to vent his rage. The next 
morning, hours before the race, the Spanish driver 
walked into a meeting with his team boss and 
chief executive, Martin Whitmarsh, threatening to 
make a series of emails public that would prove 
senior management knew about Stepney’s leak. 
After Alonso left, Dennis tried to cut him off 
at the pass by calling Mosley, claiming to have 
been blackmailed, and that he had only seen the 
messages for the first time in Hungary. But the 
FIA boss believed Dennis had known about them 
for a lot longer than he was letting on. The WMSC 
were summoned to a hearing in September, and 
when Mosley offered an amnesty to all drivers 
for information about ‘Spygate’, Alonso sent him 
the computer with the 
exchanges on it. The die 
was all but cast. 

Ecclestone told Dennis 
to confess. Mosley, 
meanwhile, thought 
Dennis had lied to 
protect the cover-up, 
and when the case 
reappeared before the 
council in Paris, nothing 
changed his opinion. 
The rest of the council 
agreed unanimously, and Mosley moved to ban 
McLaren from F1 for two years. But Ecclestone, 
sensing that it would remove Ferrari's only true 
rival and deplete interest in the sport itself, got 
a compromise agreed. The fine was still $100 
million, around £475 million at the time, and their 
championship points for 2007 were stripped - it 
was a double blow with McLaren having just 
moved 23 points clear in the title race after beating 
Ferrari at the their home track in Monza. 

Dennis was apoplectic. He felt a huge injustice 
had been done, and that Mosley had waged a 
personal attack against him while the size of 
the fine seemed grossly disproportionate. But 
eventually, McLaren did admit that “the Ferrari 
information was more widely disseminated within 
McLaren than was previously communicated.” 

McLaren and Ferrari attempted to present a 
united front to the world, with the former offering 
expenses and concluding payments, while the 
Italians said it will be given to good causes. But 
the matter was still not closed. Legal proceedings 
against the most senior McLaren players including 
Coughlan were dropped, but Stepney, after 
negotiating a plea bargain, was sentenced to 20 
months in prison and a £500 fine, though under 
Italy's legal system he never served any time in 
jail. He continued to work in motor sport but was 
tragically killed in a car crash at the age of 55. 
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How the world's greatest baseball players and America’s finest 
criminal mind conspired to ‘fix’ the World Series in 1919 
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nuckles Cicotte, Shoeless Joe Jack: Lefty 
Williams, Chick Gandil, Swede Risberg, Fred 
McMullin, Buck Weaver, Happy Felsch.. 
these names are written in the annuals of 
US sporting history. They are remembered 
not for the glory they created, however, but for 
the shame they brought upon what is sometimes 
called America’s national pastime: baseball. 
Flick back through the pages of history about 
100 years, however, and these were names that 
were referred to in revered terms. Grown men 





— 


would have spoken of their exploits as members 
of the Chicago White Sox team in hushed wonder, 
while schoolboys would have built newspaper 
shrines to them on their bedroom walls. You see, 
before 1919, baseball was seen as something pure, 
something incorruptible, and uniquely American 
In the mouths of politicians and preachers, and 

in the fine words of writers and journalists who 
pontificated about it, the sport had become a 
sacrosanct symbol of skilled excellence, democratic 
inclusion, and even national unity. And in 1919, the 
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Sox caused one of 

| the longest-standing 

¢ sporting scandals to date 


men who played for the Chicago White Sox were 
considered among the best there had ever been. 
But there was a problem. The man who 
owned the White Sox was a former player turned 
businessman called Charles Comiskey. Despite his 
wealth, Comiskey was notoriously frugal where 
his players’ wages and conditions were concerned. 
There was even a story that he'd demanded his 
team launder their own kit after games and, when 
they'd refused, he had washed it himself, deducting 
the cost from the players’ next pay cheques. 
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Chained to their clubs by something called the 
teserve clause, and without union representation, 
professional baseball players of the day were in 
no teal position to barter for better deals. And 
even top players found themselves being cheated 
and exploited. During the 1919 season, the White 
Sox's star pitcher, Eddie ‘Knuckles’ Cicotte, having 
been promised a $10,000 bonus if he helped the 
team win 30 games, found himself benched on 
Comiskey’s orders after winning 29 wins. 

Resentment had been building for years between 
players and Comiskey, but swindling Cicotte out 
of this windfall seems to have been the catalyst 
for what happened next. In the summer of 1919, 
as the White Sox headed to New York on a road 
trip, a casual remark convinced Cicotte to sell his 
employer out. “Somebody made a crack about 
getting money,” the ball player recalled years later, 
“if we got into the World Series, to throw the Series. 
They said they'd go through with it, too, if they 
got this money.” In New York, Cicotte contacted a 
couple of low-level gamblers, Billy Maharg and Bill 
Burns, tipping them off that ‘something good was 
coming up’. The wheels were now irreversibly set 
in motion as seven other players - Gandil, Jackson, 
Williams, Risberg, Felsch, McMullin and Weaver 
- were drawn into Cicotte's scheme, while news 
that the Sox might be prepared to throw the World 
Series began to seep in to the criminal underworld. 

The White Sox side that Comiskey had pulled 
together was so strong that it came as little surprise 
when it won the American League Pennant in 1919. 
This put them in a best-of-nine games playoff with 
the Cincinnati Reds for the World Series, the first 
of which would be played at the start of October. 
The Reds were considered huge underdogs, but 
the Sox's first baseman, Chick Gandil - an ex-prize 
fighter - now approached an old boxing buddy, 
Abe Attell, about a fix. Attell was the former World 
Featherweight Champion who, since hanging up 
his gloves, had become embroiled with the Jewish 
Mafia, and was working as a bodyguard to well- 
known gambler and mob boss Arnold Rothstein. 
Gandil told Attell that the Sox would be prepared to 
blow the World Series for $100,000. 

When Attell relayed this information to his boss, 
Rothstein - known as The Brain - he turned the 
offer down. What he then did - or so it's believed 
- was atrange for a separate, anonymous approach 
to be made to the players to throw the series for 


“During the game, 
Cicotte hit another 
player - Morrie Rath 
- in the back with 
his second pitch of 
the game" 
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$80,000. This turned out to be an offer that was 
apparently accepted. 

On 1 October, the White Sox and the Cincinnati 
Reds played the first game of the 1919 World 
Series at the Reds’ home ground of Redland Field 
in front of more than 30,000 fans. During the 
game, Cicotte hit another player - Morrie Rath - in 
the back with his second pitch of the game. This 
was the prearranged signal from the corrupt Sox 
players to their anonymous benefactor that the fix 
was on. In the event, the game was tighter than 
it might have been, with the conspirators seeking 
to deflect suspicion, until Cicotte made a series of 
uncharacteristic blunders that allowed the Reds 
to finish the game as apparently surprise winners. 
‘Never before in the history of America's biggest 
baseball spectacle, The New York Times announced 
the next day, ‘has a pennant-winning club received 
such a disastrous drubbing in an opening game’. : 

Another paper, The Philadelphia Bulletin published ~ANe 
a poem that same morning about the World Series S We 
just hours before the second game. It included the ; 
following lines: 





Still, it doesn't really matter 

After all who wins the flag 

Good clean sport is what we're after 
And we aim to make our brag 

To each near of distant nation 
Whereon shines the sporting sun 
That of all our games gymnastic 
Baseball is the cleanest one! 
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Gandil, in action 


The Reds also won the second game 4-2. And so it 
went on with the White Sox continuing to lose over 
the next few games, until by 6 October, the Reds 
led the Series 4-1. Everything was apparently going 
to plan, but not all of the money the players had 
supposedly been promised to lose the games had 
materialised. Now, with the Series in the balance, 
the players revolted again and apparently called the 
fix off. Over the next two games they played to win 
and beat the Reds convincingly, putting themselves 
back in contention to win the Championship 

after all. Making a pact with the mob, however, 

was never going to be an easy deal to break, and 
several players later hinted that their families had 
been threatened. Whatever the truth, the Sox lost 
the eighth game of the Series to the Reds, giving 
Cincinnati its first - and unexpected - Series win. 


York Times. 


BIGHT WHITE SOX PLAYERS AREINDIGTED 
ON CHARGE OF FIXING 1919 WORLD SERIES; 
CICOTTE GOT $10,000 AND JACKSON $5,000 


Yankee Owners Giee Praise to Comiskey 
} ‘And Offer Him Use of Their Whole Team 
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LoymenwiC Metter t-mon ty 
of the rigged Black Sox 


Eddie ‘Knuckles’ 
Cicotte - a key 


player in the scandal 


The 1919 
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How the great fix found its way 
into literature, film and TV 


The Black Sox scandal proved such a seismic event in 
Nie RU CMe eee el hee el} 
felt. By 1925, it had found its way out of the sports 
Pages and into arguably the greatest American novel 
of the era. In The Great Gatsby, F Scott Fitzgerald's 
seminal novel about the Jazz Age, the book's narrator 
says: ‘The idea staggered me. | remembered, of 

oN UU ele e RT eel ened bea 
but... It never occurred to that one man could play 
with the faith of fifty million people - with the single- 
mindedness of a burglar blowing a safe’. The man 

in question is a character called Meyer Wolfsheim, 
mentor to the novel's eponymous hero, Jay Gatsby, 
and a thinly veiled portrait of Rothstein. 

LTCC CU e kM be Pane (ele fe 
TNA melee eR edn -te ke ks1e)-] |e) Id 
protagonist inspired in part by Joe Jackson who went 
to his grave protesting his innocence. WP Kinsella’s 
bet PA Bel oe oe on gece 
bringing him and Cicotte back to life for one last noble 
ballgame. It was made into Hollywood blockbuster 
Field of Dreams in 1989, and references to the scandal 
can also be found in Coppola's 1974 Oscar-winner, The 
Godfather Part II. More recently, the HBO TV smash 
Boardwalk Empire, which is set in prohibition-era 
America, featured Rothstein as a major character, and 
Coleen ene re-1h elon Re 6-1 

It may be almost 100 years since the World Series 
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Judge Kenesaw 
Mountain Landis 
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happened 
next... 


The fate of the key conspirators 
in the Black Sox scandal was not 
ahappy one 
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scandal may have left court as free men, but they'd 
pay a high price for their actions. A Federal judge 
named Kenesaw Mountain Landis was appointed as 
baseball's first Commissioner as a direct result of the 
fix. Speaking in January 1921, he declared: “Now that 
I'm going into baseball just watch the game | play. If 

| catch any crook... the rest of his life is going to be a 
pretty hot one. I'll go to any means... to see he gets a 
eel N LIAM Rela MLTR Ot RY eRe PM E-laLe] 
Pe) ECecteR Rn UUM 11°) kee) 
court case. It meant a lifetime ban 
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over. Cicotte never played again. He returned to his 
Lnteyunt=1co\MaRen a M\Ve lao con elk ad 
station. Gandil saw out his days as a plumber. Felsch 
ended up running a grocery store, Jackson a liquor 
cecal te -#- Bee R CeCe a eg od 
McMullin and Weaver, meanwhile, bounced from job 
to job unable to settle. 

The fix clearly hadn't made them rich either, and 
it's thought that much of the money they had been 
promised never actually materialised. Rothstein, 
meanwhile, purportedly earned $350,000 from 
betting against the Sox during the Series. Not that he 
lived long enough to enjoy his spoils though - in 1928 
a ees Reo EN) AUN CEC 1m Ae 
his wounds. 
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Naps in 1913. He went on 
to run a liquor store 
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“Copies of the signed 

confessions that they 

had made in private 
had vanished" 


Rumours that the mighty White Sox had thrown 
the World Series swept through America’s bar 


rooms and back streets. Various gamblers, including 
Rothstein, a Boston-based bookmaker called Joseph 


‘Sport’ Sullivan, as well as crooks like ‘Sleepy’ Bill 
Burns, Billy Maharg and Abe Attell, were all said to 


have been in on the scam. These rumours hounded 


The White Sox for the whole the 1920 season, 

but it wasn't until the last set of fixtures that the 
truth began to emerge. The team were in a close 
race to make the playoffs, and needed to win their 
remaining games to have a chance of making the 
World Series again. Their hopes, though, were to 
be dashed when Cicotte - apparently driven by 
remorse - broke down and confessed to Comiskey 
that he had intentionally played to lose the 
previous year. 

Comiskey persuaded Cicotte to confess to the 
Cook County Grand Jury, supposedly in exchange 
for immunity. But public outcry followed, and in 
October 1920, Cicotte along with Gandil, Jackson, 
Williams, Risberg, Felsch, McMullin and Weaver 
- by now dubbed the Black Sox by the press - were 
indicted for conspiracy. Lambasted in the media 
for having ‘sold out baseball’, a trial was set for the 
summer of the following year. 

Proceedings opened on 18 July 1921 with Sox 
pitcher Bill Burns, who had turned state's evidence, 
testifying that the indicted players had in fact 
agreed to make the series a made-to-order one for 





Gandil out at 
Prtae Rese: mercy 
from Kopf to Rath 
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Arnold Rothstein. Rothstein was then called to 
the stand but denied any wrongdoing. “The world 
knows I was asked in on the deal,” Rothstein said 
in court, ‘and my friends know I tured it down 
flat. I was not in on it, would not have gone into it 
under any circumstances, and did not bet a cent on 
the Series after I found out what was underway.” 
No evidence was ever found to link the canny 
gangster to the scandal, and he ended up walking 
away a free man. 

Evidence against the eight indicted players, 
meanwhile, was also scant. Copies of the signed 
confessions that they had made in private the 
previous year had completely vanished under 
mysterious circumstances. The rumour was that 
Rothstein had arranged for them to be stolen as 


part of a cover up, and when the players were 
asked to repeat their confessions in court they 
refused, claiming that their constitutional right to 
do so under the Fifth Amendment. 

On 2 August, the judge told the jury that the 
state had to conclusively prove that it was the 
intent of the ballplayers not merely to throw 
the game but also to defraud the public. After 
deliberating for less than three hours, the jury 
declared that they had found the players not guilty. 
The courtroom erupted into cheers, hats were 
thrown into the air, and a cry of “Hooray for the 
clean sox!" spilled out into the streets. The first US 
trial involving US national sports figures had - for 
the time being at least - restored the public's faith 
in the purity of baseball. 


Amy, Getty 


189 


SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE UP T0 61% 


Every issue of your subscription, delivered direct to 
your door. Print & digital editions available. 


MBAPPE » BALE » SOUTHGATE » BRONZE » CARRICK » SILVA 





NEAT STORAGE 


Store up to 13 issues of your magazine subscription in a coordinating slipcase or binder. 





myfavouritemagazines.co.uk 


‘Neb Design 
for inners Pl Sq 
nace Ag eg em iy gis 





Co 
Tit ae Ae fi Lee 


uN S , gh! 
La OMe a * ‘ THE COMPLETE STORY 
_ ura EE Saat aid 
UBT E _ . La raed 

P= 4 lad a OG (a J eet ry 





From photography to music and technology to gaming, 
there’s something for everyone. 


LEGENDS 


Echo 


Steen cua 





@ Nohidden costs [Mx Shipping included in all prices © We deliver to over 100 countries {Q Secure online payment 


all L 
FUTURE 
1 r 


myf itemagazines 
Official Magazine Subscription Store 





GREEK? 
eT HOLOGY 


L Mai 


PL ant te 2S 
‘Feemes woa 


sp) 
7¢ ne 2 
Pred ae 


© AIRGUN ain 
ACCURACY ate ee 





Discover another “ our great bookazines 


From»science and history to technology and crafts, there 
are dozens of Future bookazines to suit all tastes 





MADE SIMPLE 


a. 
ez 





Get great savings when 1000s of great titles, many World-wide delivery and 
you buy direct from us not available anywhere else super-safe ordering 
4 - www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk 
FUTURE 


4 r Magazines, back issues & bookazines. 








PPE PROD ODE RE DED 


AAhhbh ha bhbhbhbhbhbhthad 
Ah bhehhbahbhhhishbsdbhd 
Ahhh bhhbbhhhhhhshhdbd 
bAhbshshhbehhbbhhsshaa 
AAbhhhhhhhbbhehhbhbdbd 
sAAha dasa bhissssaadaa 
Abbe habshhhhhhashba 
AbAhhhhhhhbhhabhhad 
AAhhhishihshshshhhhaa 
Abhahahbbhhbshshbhdada 
Absa dsdsshsishstsbhssdad 
AAshshashbhsbsbhhhbdéd 
yyrVrrrrrrrrr rrr rrr 
Ab bbhh bbb hhshbhbba 
Sgedaadassasesasses 
rrrrVrrrV rrr rr rrr rr 
Athhhhdhhhbhbhshbba 
Ahhh hhbahhbababahbhsba 










ie Bie k Tat 


Wa a! rere lig iA 3 it 


y dagen 


SCANDALS 


EWINSKY 
TH ECANDAL 








